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The Complete Angler. 


riting this I have made myself a recreatic © 
-yeation; and that it might prove so and not 
sl and tediously, I have in several : 

not any seurrility, but some innocent, harn~ 
th.”— Walton to the Reader. 
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THE 


COMPLETE ANGLER ; 
: ve or, 
THE CONTEMPLATIVE MAN’S 
. RECREATION, 

we 
aw IN TWO PARTS. 


LONDON: 
WILLIAM PICKERING. 


a 


MDCCCXXVI. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE 


OF 
| IZAAK WALTON. 


RE are few books which, in the perusal, 
prepossesses the reader in favor of the 
7, than “ The Complete Angler, or the 
mplative Man’s Recreation does.” A 
of honest feeling and a sober pleasantry, 
ences of a just and luminous mind, 
oetical fancy shew themselves so inarti- 
y and attractively throughout, as to excite 
mg wish for further acquaintance with 
hor, and a confident expectation that he 
» found to correspond with his writings. 
Impressions cannot be often indulged 
Saiety ; but in the present instance, a 
intimate knowledge of Izaak Walton. 
confirms our previous opinion of him, or 
r serves to fill up with favourable addi- 
the sketch which our fancy drew of him. 
e subject of his early history, however, 
ographers have been able to ascertain 
ew particulars; not enough, indeed, to 
with any certainty the track of his 
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boyish days and education, or even of his in. 
troduction into business and the affairs of life ; 
A remarkable fact of one who had raised him. 
self by his merits from the obscure level o 
mankind, and who for so large a portion o 
his life, possessed the esteem of a numerou 
circle of friends, many of whom, together with 
his own children, survived him. This being 
the case however, we shall not stay to ex. 
amine precisely, in this brief notice, the va. 
rious conjectures on the condition in life of 
his parents, the trade in which Izaak was en 
gaged, or the places where he carried it on. 
but help out a sketch with the circumstance; 
that are known with certainty, that may i) 
some degree satisfy the reader’s curiosity. 
We have it on the authority of Anthony 
Wood, his contemporary, that Izaak Walto; 
was born in 1593, in the town of Stafford, o; 
which place his parents were inhabitants, and, 
as it appears, in a reputable condition of life. 
Beside the circumstance of his father’s death 
when Izaak was in the third year of his age 
we are, as has been stated, wholly unac 
quainted with the circumstances of his chil( 
hood and education ; passing therefore ove 
this period, the first notice of an authenti 
character which we light upon, is in the yea 
1624, when we find Walton an inhabitant 0 
the parish of St. Dunstan’s, in Fleet Street 
London. Here, the tradition of his family is 
he carried on the trade of wholesale linen 
draper, or Hamburg merchant; but other 
suppose, and with more appearance of likely 
hood, that he followed the humbler calling o 
sempster, or retail linen-draper ; but howeve 
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‘case was, the more important facts are cer- 
that he here acquired the esteem of society, 
j improved his pecuniary circumstances by 
conduct and industry ; he continued to re- 
, in this parish till the year 1643, when he 
London and business to settle, with a slen- 
, independence, on a small estate, near to his 
tive town of Stafford: politcal considerations. 
» supposed to have induced, or at least to 
hastened this step; his known attachment 
e cause of royalty having rendered him 
pnoxious to the parliamentary party, whose 
wees then held possession of the capital. 
Wood says of him, “finding it dangerous for 
honest men to be there, he left that city and 
ved sometimes at Stafford and elsewhere, 
mt mostly in the families of the eminent 
‘symen of the church of England, of whom 
» was much beloved.” During his residence in 
ondon, his favourite diversion had been 
angling, in the skilful practice of which, it 
_ was allowed, he excelled all his competitors : 

the Lea seems to be the river which he most 
requented for the purpose of enjoying this 
ort, and Nat. and R. Roe, whom he men- 
ms so affectionately in his preface, to have 
yeen his usual companions. With the cele- 
ated Dr. Donne, then rector of St. Dunstan’s, 
:vontracted a strict friendship which lasted 
til the death of the former in 1631. Walton 
ttended him in his last illness, and was 
“present when Donne consigned his sermons 
and other papers to Dr. Henry King, after- 

ward Bishop of Chichester. 

___ Being now disengaged from business, the force 
andliberality of Walton’s character were shewn 
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in the ease, with which he fell in with habits 
and pursuits suitable to his new and indepen- 
dent situation in life; proving thereby that he 
had wholly preserved his mind from the ef- 
fects which trade is supposed to have of de- 
basing its votaries by the habits it requires of 
constant attention to profit and minute gains ; 
and also that he possessed tastes and acquire- 
ments that fitted him for obtaining and enjoy- 
ing the society of men of learning and high sta- 
tion in society : indeed it is a distinguishing 
feature in Walton’s character, that his friends 
were ever chosen from among such: for as 
Cotton says in the first chapter of his part of 
this work: ‘‘ My Father Walton will be seen 
twice in no man’s company he does not like, 
and likes none but such as he believes to be 
very honest men.” In the society then of 
such men, with his literary labours, and in 
frequent indulgences in the contemplative re- 
creation of the angle, he may well be supposed 
to have occupied usefully and happily the 
leisure of his long and tranquil old age. Blessed 
with a sound constitution and a cheerful temper, 
Walton greatly exceeded the usual limits of 
man’s existence, and was apparently little affect- 
ed by the evils and infirmities which are de- 
scribed by Milton with such force and pathos, 
as the usual attendants of the closing scene of 
life. 
** But then thou must outlive 

Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which will 

change 
To wither’d, weak and gray: thy senses then 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego 


To what thou hast, and for the air of youth, 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 
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selancholy damp of cold and dr 
gh thy spirit down, and last consume 
m of life.’? 


His death happened at Winchester, 1683, 
the ninetieth year of his age, and he was 
ried in Prior Silksteed’s Chapel, in the cathe- 
] of that place, privately and unostenta- 
sly in compliance with his own express de- 
. Izaak Walton was twice married: the 
iden name and condition of his first wife 
unknown ; she died in 1640, and was bu- 
sd, as the two children she bore to him were 
o, in St. Dunstan’s Church, Fleet-street. 
second wife was daughter of Thomas 
wn, Esq. of Furnival’s Inn, and sister of that 
us and excellent man, Thomas Ken, after- 
-d Bishop of Bath and Wells, and one of 
‘seven who were sent to the Tower in the 
gn of James the Second. A son and a daugh- 
, the offspring of this marriage, survived 
ir parents ; the son, named after his father, 
as educated at Christ Church, Oxford, and 
ering into holy orders became domestic 
plain to Dr, Ward, Bishop of Salisbury ; 
ras afterward preferred to the rectory of 
olshot, near Devises, and elected canon of 
lisbury. The daughter, Ann, became the 
ife of Dr. Hawkins, prebendary in the church 
> Winchelsea, and rector of Droxford in 
ampshire. 

“It would be easy to fill up from indirect 
urces the slight sketch which has been 
given, with circumstances calculated 


¢ ‘iced, is the close intimacy and affectionate 
sgard which subsisted between him and many 
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of the most excellent and distinguished men 
of his time, a circumstance which in itself fur- 
nishes satisfactory proof of his own value and 
amiable qualities. Among his friends we find 
that elegant writer and accomplished man, Sir 
Henry Wotton, also an angler, and possessing 
a spirit in many respects congenial with that 
of his friend; the insertion of the following 
verses from his pen would need, even if they 
did not prove this assertion, no excuse but their 
oWn beauty :-- 
** How h is he born or taught 
That terveth d0¥ another’s will, »; 


Whese armour is his honest thought, 
And simple truth his utmost skilt. 


Whose passions not his masters are 
Whose soul is still prepared for death, 
Unty’d unto the world with care 
Of public fame or private breath. 


Who envies none that chance doth raise, 
Nor vice, who never understood ‘ 
How deepest wounds are given by praise 
Nor rules of state but rules of good. 


Who hath his life from rumours freed, 

hose conscience is his strong retreat, 
Whose state can neither flatterers feed, 
Nor ruin make oppressors great. 


Who God doth late and early pray, 
More of his grace than gifts to lend, 
dnd entertain the harmless day 
With a religious book or friend. 


This man is freed from servile bands, 
Of hope to rise, or fear to fall 
Lord of himself, though not of lands, 
And having nothing yet hath all.” 


His intimacy too with Cotton, who was a 
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wit and man of the world, is a proof of Wal- 
"s possessing the qualities necessary to sus- 
‘fain an intercourse with men of refined and 
cultivated manners. 
It seems that Walton became an author 
jn some degree by chance, if that term may 
ye applied to the direction given by circum- 
tances to pursuits for which there is a latent 
‘disposition and talent; it is evident at least 
that the ordinary motives of profit, or even 
fame, had little to do with it; his bio- 
graphical labours being severally undertaken 
either to preserve the memory of a friend, 
as in the cases of Doctor Donne and Sir 
ry Wotton, or at the earnest request of 
another; as that of Hooker, at the instances of 
ishop Sheldun. These lives have been highly 
oken of by good judges of that species of 
ting, but it is unquestionable that « the 
mplete Angler, or the Contemplative Man’s 
ereation,” forms the basis of his solid and 
tended reputation as an author, This book 
y be said to please universally ; few rise 
m its perusal without having been made 
ter and happier, and feeling the sweet eon- 
on of its pure and tranquil spirit; it draws 
cture the most attractive that can be ima- 
ed of the happiness of a life of innocency 
d contentment ; and dispels the fatal error, 
it is only to be obtained by the posses- 
m of conspicuous fortune or talents, This 
harming work might be called a pastoral, in 
spect of its pleasing and artless descriptions 
natural scenes and sentiments, and the 
iful simplicity of its language; but the 
nce of all air of fiction, and the well 
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known fact that it speaks the real and prac- 
tised sentiments of the writer, give it greatly 
the advantage in character and effect over 
those pleasing but fallacious representations of 
life : these qualities, and the unimpairable in- 
fiuence of just and natural thoughts, can alone 
account for the apparently remarkable fact, 
— that a book written by one who made no preten- 
sions to learning, or the higher qualifications of 
authorship, professing too to treat of a subject 
which is dry and uninteresting to most readers, 
should be read after the lapse of more than acen- 
tury and a half with pleasure and encreasing 
popularity. The disposition of the reader to 
identify Izaak Walton with Piscator, who is 
the principal interlocutor in his dialogue, is 


by some passages in which the author speaks 
in his proper person: as, in his preface, where 
he says, “ I am_ the willinger to justify the 
pleasant part of it, because though it is known 
that I can be serious at seasonable times, yet 
the whole discourse is, or rather was, @ pic- 
ture of my own disposition, es ecially in such 
days and times as | have laid aside business 
and gone a fishing with honest Nat. and R. 
Roe.” We may therefore, perhaps, fairly in- 
dulge the impression, which gives so much 
interest to the character of Piscator, that 
Walton has given in it, unconsciously perhaps, 
a lively and faithful portraiture of himself. 
“The Complete Angler” made its first ap- 
pearance in 1653, and was four times reprinted 
in the life-time of the author ; on which occa- 
sions mapy important changes and additions 
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ere made in it. Whether Walton originally 
ded this book for a mere manual of his 
seasoned and relieved only by occasional 
ues of humour and poetry; or the giving 
ules of art was held by him subordinate 
‘al precepts, and the charms of poetry, is 
gstion not now easily decided; it is evi- 
, however, from his making large addi- 
to this latter,and better part, that, what- 
_was his original intention, he was led to 
that his book would admit of a higher 
nore useful character than that of a mere 
of Angling ; and if such was his thought, 
jbeen fully confirmed by the judgment 
ste ty, being now accepted in a strictly 
: ry character, and ranked among the 
) pleasing of our works of imagination. 

ae second part of this work, the object of 
is chiefly to give directions for fishing 
a fly “in a clear stream,” in which 
on confessed his imperfect knowledge, 
upplied by Charles Cotton, Esq. of Be- 
re Hall, Staffordshire,* and was first 
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Cotton was son of Charles Cotton, Esq. of 
den, in Sussex, aud by Olive daughter of Sir 
Stanhope, of Elvaston, in the county of Derby, 
‘was born in 1630, at Ovingden; he studied at 
ridge, but as it appears without a view to any 
ilar profession; he attained, however, to con- 
ible proficiency in the Latin and Greek classics, 
jore particularly in the French and Italian lan- 
s. In 1656, in the 26th year of his age, he mar- 
sabella, daughter of Sir Thomas Hutchinson, 
1658 succeeded, on the death of his father, to 
mily estate, which it is supposed he received in 
rencumbered state. The difficulties of his situa- 
sre in no degree remedied by prudence and 
on his own part ; so that his literary avoca- 
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which came out in 1676 ; on which occasion the 
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added to the original work in the fifth a | 
following letters passed between him and Wal. 
wa Ee an le ah nae amie lee ie ea 


tions, which consisted chiefly of translations, are 
supposed to have been undertaken rather to supply 
his wants, than to gratify his own taste and inclina, 
tions. Living chiefly on his estate at Beresford, on the 
banks of a fine trout stream, (the Dove) he became 
very expert fly-fisher: here Walton was a frequent vi. 
sitor; a fishing-house still standing on the bank of 
the Dove, over the door of which is this inscription— 
‘¢ Sacrum piscatoribus,” and underneath a cypher in 
which the initials of their respective names Are 
united, still remains a memorial of their friendship, 
and favourite amusements: @ favourable opinion of 
Cotton’s poetical genius is created by the following 
beautiful poem, alluded to in Walton’s letter to him, 


THE RETIREMENT: 
IRREGULAR STANZAS, 


FAREWELL, thou busy world, and may 
We never meet again: 
Here I can eat, and sleep, and pray, 
And do more good in one short day 
Than he who his whole age out-wears 
pon the most conspicuous theatres, 
ere nought but vanity and vice appears. 


Good God! how sweet are all things here! 

How beantint the fields appear! 

How cleanly do we feed and lie! 4 
Lord! what good hours do we keep! 

How quietly we sleep! 

What peace ! what unanimity ! 

How innocent from the lew'd fashion, 

Is all our business, all our recreation! 


Oh, how happy here’s our leisure! 
Oh, how innocent our pleasure! . 
Oh, ye valleys, oh, ye mountains ! 
Oh, ye groves, and crystal fountains ! 
How I love, at liberty, 
By turns to come and visit ye! 


xiii 
¢ inserted here not only to shew the 
of affection and reverence, with which 
ter had inspired a wit and man of plea- 
or such Cotton was, but in respect to 


: 1 tude, the soul’s best friend 
man ac juainted with himself dost make, 


ee I here converse at will, 
d be glad to do so still, 
‘thou alone that keep’st the soul awake. 


calm and quict a delight 


i; € 
d, and meditate, and write, 
1e offended, and offending none! 
lk, ride, sit, or spy at one’s own ease! 
leasing a man’s self, none other to displease.. 


+ beloved nymph! fair Dove! 
of rivers! how I love 
t Siow'ry banks to lie ; 
ew thy silver stream, 
1 gilded by a summer's beam! 
in it all thy wanton fry, 
g at liberty ; 
with my angle, upon them 
all of treachery 
learnt, industriously to try. 


streams Rome’s yellow Tiber cannot show, 

Iberian Tagus, or Ligurian Po; 

Maese, the Danube, and the Rhine, 

puddle-water all, compar’d with thine: 
pire’s pure streams yet too polluted are 


b thine, much purer, to compare: 


ray id Garonne, and the winding Scine, 
joth too mean, 

ved Dove, with thee 

ie priority ; 

, Tame and Isis, when conjoin’d, submit, 
i lay their trophies at thy silver feet. 


~ 


my beloved rocks, that rise 
we the earth and brave the shies: 
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Walton’s reply, as a highly interesting picture 
of the clear, tranquil and even playful mind, 
which he possessed at the advanced age of 
eighty-three. 


To my most worthy Father and Friend, 
Mn. Izaak Walton, the Elder. 


Sir 
Being you were pleased, some years past, 
to grant me your free leave to do what I have 
RE Ee AN 22 


From some aspiring mountain’s crown, 
Gaadp ath, ie ! mtg look down 
i with pleasure, to loo ; ‘ 
preg feo: the vales, to view the noble heights 
above! 
Oh, my beloved caves ! from dog-star’s heat, 
And ali anvieties, my safe retreat! 
What safety, privacy, what true delight, 
In the artificial night 
Your gloomy entrails make, 
Have i taken, do I take! 
How oft when grief has made me fly, 
To hide me from society 
Ev’n of my dearest friends, have J, 
In your recesses’ friendly shade, 
All my sorrows open laid, } 
And my most secret woes intrusted to your privacy ! 


Lord! would men let me alone, 

What an over-happy one 

Should I think myself to be, 

Might I in this desert place, 

(Which most men in discourse disgrace,) 
Live but undisturb’d and free! 

Hlere, in this despis’d recess, 

Would I, maugre winter’s cold, 

And the summer’s worst eacess, 

Try to live out to sixty full years old ; 
And all the while, 

Without an envious eye 

On any thriving under fortune’s smile, 
Contented live, and then---contented die. Cc. C. 
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» attempted; and observing you never re- 
. any promise, when made in favour even 
“ay meanest friends, I accordingly ex- 
7» see these following particular directions 
he taking of a trout, to wait upon your 
‘er and more general rules for all sorts of 
jing; and though mine be neither so perfect, 
vell digested, nor indeed so handsomely 
hed as they might have been in so long a 
as since your leave was granted ; yet I 
firm them to be generally true ; and they 
ed too in something a neater dress, 
I was surprised with the sudden news of 
dden new edition of your Complete Angler; 
at having but a little more than ten days 
to turn me in, and rub up my memory, 
‘in truth I have not, in all this long time, 
ch I have often thought on’t, and almost 
ten resolved to go presently about it,) I 
forced upon the instant to scribble what I 
present you; which I have also en- 
youred to accommodate to your own 

xd. And if mine be clear enough for the 
st brothers of the angle readily to under- 
d, which is the only thing | aim at, then 
we my end, and shall need to make no fur- 
p apology ; a writing of this kind not re- 

ng, if | were master of any such thing, 


“elc mence to set it off, or recommend it : 
that if you, in your better judgment, or 
dness rather, can allow it passable for a 
ng of this nature, you will then do me 
our, if the cypher xed and carved in the 
it of my little fishing-house, may be here 
lained ; and to permit me to attend you in 
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public, who in private have ever been and eve, 
resolve to be, 
Sir, 
Your most affectionate Son, 
and Servant, 


CHARLES COTTON, 
Beresford, 10th March, 1675-6. 


The following is the reply to the above 
with a copy of the new work. 


To my most honoured Friend, Charles Cotton, 
Esq. 
Sir, 

You now see I have returned you your 
very pleasant and useful discourse of the art of 
fly-fishing, printed just as it was sent to me: for 
I have been so obedient to your desires, as to 
endure all the praises you have ventured to 
fix upon me in it. And when I have thanked 
bye for them, as the effects of an undissem. 

led love ; then let me tell you, Sir, that I wil] 
really endeavour to live up to the character 
you have given of me; if there were no othe; 
reason, yet for this alone, that you who love me 
so well, and always think what you speak, 
may not for my sake suffer by any mistake in 
your judgment. And, Sir, I have ventured to 
fill a part of your margin, by way of para. 
phrase for the reader’s clearer understanding, 
the situation both of your fishiug-house, and 
the pleasantness of that you dwell in. Anj 
I have ventured also to give him a copy of 
verses, that you were pleased to send me, now 
some years past; in which he may see a good 
picture of both; and so much of your own 
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as 1 too as will make ay 9 reader that is blest 
with a generous soul to love you the better, 
Tconfess that for doing this, you may justly 
‘ndge me too bold ; if you do I will say so too; 
and so far commute for my offence, that though 
e more than a hundred miles from you, 
gnd in the eighty-third year of my age, yet I 
All forget both, and next month begin a pil- 
nage to beg your pardon; for I would die 
your favour, and till then live, Sir, 
_* Your most affectionate 
3h " Father and Friend, 


vt Izaak WALTON. 
on, April 29, 1676. 


second part is subordinate in every re- 
to that of Walton; it is in the same col- 
l style and is not without the charm 
is usually found in that species of com- 
on: Cotton is, however, more strictly di- 
, and proves his good taste by avoiding 
pearance of rivaling or even copying the 
ar beauties of his master. 
sling had been long a favourite amusement 
gland, particularly with the clergy, who 
restricted by the discipline of the Romish 
ch, from sports of the field of a more sangui- 
character. In the latter part of Walton’s 
bis ackowledged skill in the art, his vener- 
age and benign qualities constituted him, in 
Sort, the Patriarch of the angle ; and he 
ver addressed and spoken of by his chil- 
in terms of the greatest respect and en- 
ment. This spiritis not yet wholly extinct ; 
there still exists a kind of loosely "ag 
nh 
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brotherhood, who are distinguishable by th, 
reverence in which they hold the memory 
Walton; whom, in their sport, and to a certajy 
degree in their manner, they follow as thej, 
model and preceptor. To them the rivers which 
he frequented, and the spots he rendered me, 
morable, are sacred haunts whither many a pjj. 
grimage has been made in a spirit of th 
deepest interest and veneration. These, when, 
ever the y meet,whether in a punt under a bridge 
or quietly mending their tackle on the banks 
of a stream, soon find each other out withoy 
the aid of signs or passwords : and if moy, 
ancient and formal fellowship, make solemng 
pledges of mutual aid and good will, than thi 
quiet and unpretending fraternity ; ON NO One 
perhaps, could we more safely repose conf, 
dence in an hour of emergency, than on, 
brother of the angle whose mind is imbue; 
with the kind and honest spirit of Izaal 
Walton. 


TO 


__-‘ MADELEY MANor, 
‘IN THE COUNTY or STAFFORD, 
__ My most honoured Friend, 


" VE made so ill use of your former 


2 so much. 
u are assured, though there be ignorant 
another belief, that angling is an art, 
know that art better than others ; and 
s truth is demonstrated by the fruits of 
asant labour which you enjoy, when 
pose to give rest to your mind, and 
yourself of your more serious business, 
ich is often, dedicate a day or two to 
eation. 
ich time, if common anglers should 
you, and be eye-witnesses of the success, 
our fortune but your skill, it would 
3s beget in them an emulation to be like 
| that emulation might beget an indus- 
igence to be so; but I know it is 
nable by common capacities. And 
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there be now many men of great wisdom; 
learning, and experience, which love and prac. 
tise this art, that know I speak the truth. 

Sir, this pleasant curiosity of fish and fish. 
ing, of which you are so great a master, has 
been thought worthy the pens and practices of 
divers in other nations, that have been reputed 
men of great learning and wisdom, and amongs; 
those of this nation, I remember Sir Henry 
Wotton (a dear lover of this art) has told me, 
that his intentions were to write a discourse of 
the art, and in praise of angling ; and douby, 
less he had done so, if death had not prevented 
him; the remembrance of which hath ofte, 
made me sorry; for if he had lived to do it 
then the unlearned angler had seen some bette, 
treatise of this art, a treatise that might hay, 
proved worthy his perusal, which, though som, 
have undertaken, I could never yet see iy 
English. 

But mine may be thought as weak, and ay 
unworthy of common view; an I do her 
freely confess, that I should rather excuy 
myself, than censure others, my own discours 
being liable to so many exceptions; agains 
which you, Sir, might make this one, that j 
can contribute nothing to your knowledge, 
And lest a longer epistle may diminish you 
pleasure, I shall make this no longer than t) 
add this following mor that I am really, 

IR, 
Your affectionate Friend, 
and most humble Servant, 
1zAak WALTON, 


my, TO ALL 
READERS OF THIS DISCOURSE, 
BUT ESPECIALLY TO 


‘THINK fit to tell thee these following 
, that I did neither undertake, nor write, 
lish, and much less own, this discourse 

ase myself: and having been too easily 

n to do all to please others, as I proposed 

ye gaining of credit by this undertaking, 
yould not willingly lose any part of that 

hich I had a just title before I begun it, 

o therefore desire and hope, if I deserve 

ommendations, yet [ may obtain pardon. 

d though this discourse may be liable to 
-exceptions, yet I cannot doubt but that 
readers may receive so much pleasure or 
y it, as may make it worthy the time 
sir perusal, if they be not too grave or too 
men. And this is all the confidence that 
/put on, concerning the merit of what is 
offered to their consideration and censure ; 
f the last prove too severe, as [ have a 
y, so Tam resolved to use it, and neglect 
our censures. 
ind I wish the reader also to take notice, 
in writing of it I have made myself a re- 
tion of a recreation; and that it might 
3so0 to him, and not read dull and tediously, 


xxii 
Ihave in several places mixed, not any scup, 
rility, but some innocent, harmless mirth, of 
which, if thou be a severe, sour complexioneq 
man, then I here disallow thee to be 4 com, 
petent judge; for divines say, there are of 
fences given and offences not given but taken, 

And I am the willinger to justify the plea. 
sant part of it, because though it is known | 
can be serious at seasonable times, yet thy 
whole discourse is, or rather was, a picture of 
my own disposition, especially in such day, 
and times ‘as I have laid aside business, anq 
gone a fishing with honest Nat. and R. Roe, 

ut they are gone, and with them most of m 
pleasant hours, even as a shadow that passeth 
away, and returns not. 

And next let me add this, that he that likes 
not the book, should like the excellent picture 
of the Trout, and some of the other fish ; which 
I may take a liberty to commend, because they 
concern not myself. 

Next let me tell the reader, that in tha 
which is the more useful part of this discourse, 
that is to say, the observations of the nature 
of breeding, and seasons, and catching of 
fish, I am not so simple as not to know, that q 
captious reader may find exceptions against 
something said of some of these ; and therefore 
I must intreat him to consider, that experienc, 
teaches us to know, that several countries alte; 
the time, and I think almost the manner, of 
fishes breeding, but doubtless of their being iy 
season ; as may appear by three rivers in Mon. 
mouthshire, namely, Severn, Wye, and Usk, 
where Camden Brit. 633. observes, that in the 
river Wye, Salmon are in season from Sep. 
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- to April; and we are certain, that in 
and Trent, and in most other rivers, 
in season the six hotter months. 
y for the art of catching fish, that is to 
yw to make a man that was none, to be 
ler by a book; he that undertakes it, 
idertake a harder task than Mr. Hales, 
yaliant and excellent fencer, who in a 
book called A private School of De- 
anc ertook to teach that art or science, 
; laughed at for his labour. Not but 
yany useful things might be learnt by 
k, but he was laughed at, because that 
s not to be taught by words, but practice ; 
must angling. And note also, that in 
course I do not undertake to say all 
known, or may be said of it, but [ un- 
to acquaint the reader with many 
hat are not usually known to every 
-and I shall leave gleanings and ob- 
ons enough to be ea out of the expe- 
of all that love and practise this recrea- 
which I shall encourage them. For 
‘may be said to be so like the mathe- 
that it can never be fully learnt; at 
t so fully, but that there will still be 
w experiments left for the trial of other 
at succeed ns. 
I think all that love this game may 
arn something that may be worth their 
,if they be not poor and needy men ; 
ease they be, I then wish them to for- 
» buy it; for I write not to get money, 
jleasure, and this discourse boasts of 
e; for I hate to promise much, and de- 
the reader. 
H 
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And however it proves to him, yet [ 
sure I have found a high content in the sea), . 
and conference of what is here offered to 
reader’s view and censure: I wish him 
much in the perusal of it, and so I might he, 
take my leave, but will stay a little and tel 
him, that whereas it is said by many, that ; 
fiy-fishing for a Trout, the angler must obsery, 
his twelve several flies for the twelve mon 
of the year; I say, he that follows that ry), 
shall be as sure to catch fish, and be as wi,’ 
as he that makes hay by the fair days in 
almanack, and no surer; for those very fj 
that use to appear about and on the water), 
one month of the year, may the following ye,, 
come almost a month sooner or later, as th, 
same year proves colder or hotter; and yet j,_ 
the ‘oliowting discourse I have set down th, 
twelve flies that are in reputation with may 
anglers, and they may serve to give him son, 
observations concerning them. And he na 
note, that there are in Wales and other coy, 
tries peculiar flies, proper to the particuly 
place or country; and doubtless, unless a my 
makes a fly to counterfeit that very fly in thy 
place, he is like to lose his labour, or much 9 
it: but for the generality, three or four flie 
neat and rightly made, and not too big, sery 
for a Trout in most rivers all the summer : apj 
for winter fly-fishing, it is as useful as an alm, 
nack out of date. And of these, because 4 
no man is born an artist, so no man is born a 
angler, I thought fit to give thee this notice, 

When I have told the reader, that in thi 
fifth impression there are many enlargement, 


h by my own observation, and the 

n with friends, I shall stay him 
yan to wish him a rainy evening to 
lowing discourse; and that, if he 


st angler, the east wind may never 


Eat ices a fishing. 
Oe " I. W. 


en thought necessary or desirable to 
tes in this edition of the ** Complete 
hich is got up rather in relation to its li- 

e than its technical character. To 
m they are necessary or readily supplied 
non books of reference, while on the other 
have often only the effect of disturbing the 
‘more agreeable thoughts excited by the 
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nce between an Angler, a Hunter, and a 
' : ? . 

gner, each commending his Recreation. 


ISCATOR, VENATOR, AUCEPS. 
iTOR. You are well overtaken, Gen- 
, good morning to you both; I have 
y legs up Totte -hill to over- 
hoping your business may occasion 
ards Ware, whither I am going this 
‘May morning. 

ATOR. Sir, I for my part shall almost 
our hopes ; for my purpose is to drink 
yy. 1 


Pay 
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my morning’s draught at the Thatched-hoy 
in Hodsden, and I think not to rest till I con, 
thither, where I have appointed a friend 9, 
two to meet me: but for this gentleman th 

on see with me, I know not how far he intend, 

is journey ; he came so lately into my Com, 
pany, that I have scarce had time to ask hip, 
the question. 

Auvceprs. Sir, I shall by your favour be 
you company as far as Theobald’s, and then, 
leave you; for then I turn up to a friend’, 
house who mews a hawk for me, which 1 noy 
long to see. 

VEN. Sir, we are all so happy as to have, 
fine, fresh, cool morning, and | hope we shalj 
each be the happier in the other’s compan 
And, gentlemen, that I may not lose yours, } 
shall either abate or amend my pace to enjoy 
it; knowing that, as the Italians say, Gooj 
company in a journey makes the way to seey 
the shorter. 

Avec. It may do so, Sir, with the help g 
good discourse, which methinks we may py, 
mise from you that both look and speak y, 
cheerfully: and for my part I promise you, a3 
an invitation to it, that I will be as free ayj 
open-hearted, as discretion will allow me to |, 
with strangers. 

VEN. And, Sir, I promise the like. 

Pisc. I amright glad to hear your a, 
swers: and, in confidence you speak the truth, 
I shall put on a boldness to ask you, Sir, whe. 
ther business or pleasure caused you to be » 
early up, and walk so fast ; for this other gen. 
tleman hath declared he is going to see a Hawk 
that a friend mews for him. 

VEN. Sir, mine is a mixture of both, a lit 
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ass and more pleasure; for I intend 
9 do all my business, and then bestow 
day or two in hunting the Otter, which, 
I go to meet tells me, is much 
an any other chase whatsoever : 
vey I mean to try it; for to-morrow 
'we shall meet a pack of Otter-dogs of 
r. Sadler's, upon Amwell-hill, who will 
‘so early, that they intend to prevent 


ia! 
TH 


ins my fortune has answered my de- 
d my purpose is to bestow a day or 
elping to destroy some of those vil- 
rermin ; for | hace them perfectly, be- 
ay love fish so well, or rather, because 
roy so much : indeed so much, that in 
ment all men that keep Otter-dogs 
have pensions from the king to en- 
them to destroy the very breed of 
se Otters, they do so much mischief. 

; But what say you to the Foxes of 
m, would not you as willingly have 
royed’ for doubtless they do as much 
as Otters do. 

Oh, Sir, if they do, it is not so much 
i my fraternity, as those base vermin 

lo. 

. Why, Sir, | pray, of what fraternity 
, that you are so angry with the poor 


. I am, Sir, a brother of the Angle, 

fore an enemy to the Otter: for you 
ote, that we Anglers all love one an- 
d therefore do I hate the Otter, both 
vn and for their sakes who are of my 
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Ven. AndI am a lover of Hounds ; I hay, 
followed many a pack of dogs many 4 mil, 
and heard many merry huntsmen make spo, 
and scoff at Anglers. 

‘Avc. And | profess myself a Falconer, an 
have heard many grave, serious men pity they 
tis such a heavy, contemptible, dull recre,’ 
tion. 


thing to scoff at any art or recreation 5 2 litt), 
wit, mixed with ill-nature, confidence, and m,, 
lice, will do it: but though they often vent 
boldly, yet they are often caught even in thej 
own trap, according to that of Lucian, the f, 
ther of the family of Scoffers. 


Lucian well skill’d in scoffiing this hath writ: 
Friend, that’s your folly, which you think your wit; 
This you vent oft, boid both of wit and fear, ’ 
Meaning another, when yourself you jeer. 


If to this you add what Solomon says ¢ 
Scoffers, that ‘“ they are an abomination 4 
mankind,” let him that thinks fit, scoff on, anj 
be a Scoffer still; but 1 account them enemig 
to me, and to all that love virtue and Anglin 

‘ And for you that have heard many gray, 
serious men pity Anglers ; let me tell you, Sj 
there be many men that are by others taken 
be serious and grave men, whom we contemn aj 
pity. Men that are taken to be grave, becauy 
nature hath made them of a sour complexin, 
money-getting men, men that spend all the 
time first in getting, and next in anxious ¢ 
to keep it ; men that are condemned to be ri 
and then always busy or discontented ; 
these poor, rich men, we Anglers pity tha 
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and stand in no need to borrow their 
7 9 think ourselves so happy. No, no, 
enjoy a contentedness above the reach 
ispositions, and as the learned and in- 
“Montaigne says like himself freely, 
my cat and I entertain each other with 
| apish tricks, as playing with a garter, 
s but that I make my cat more 
she makes me? Shall I conclude 
| ye Simple, that has her time to begin 
se to play as freely as I myself have ? 
-who knows but that it is a defect uf 
sot understanding her language (for 
ess Cats talk and reason with one ano- 
‘that we agree no better? and who 
but that she pities me for being no 
han to play with her, and laughs and 
es my folly for making sport for her, 
we two play together ?” 
fr sely speaks Montaigne concerning 
nd { hope I may take as great a li- 
blame any man, and laugh at him too, 
de Never so grave, that hath not heard 
inglers can say in the justification of 
nd recreation; which I may again 
jis so full of pleasure, that we need 
tow their thoughts to think ourselves 


a 


, you have almost amazed me ; 
am no scoffer, yet I have, I pray 
peak it without offence, always looked 
nglers as more patient and more simple 
uan I fear I shall find you to be. 

. Sir, I hope you will not judge my 
tness to be impatience : and for my sim- 

i; 
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plicity, if by that you mean a harmlessnes, 
or that simplicity which was usually found j, 
the primitive Christians, who were, aS mog 
Anglers are, quiet men, and followers of peace. 
men that were so simply wise, aS not to sejj 
their consciences to buy riches, and with then 
vexation and a fear to die; if you mean sn¢) 
simple men as lived in those times when they 
were fewer Lawyers; when men might hayg 
had a Lordship ‘safely conveyed to them in , 
piece of parchment no bigger than your hand 
though several sheets will not do it safely jy 
this wiser age ; I say, Sir, if you take us Ang. - 
lers to be such simple men as I have spoke, 
of, then myself and those of my profession \jjj 
be glad to be so understood, but if by simplj. 
city you meant to express a general defect jy 
those that profess and practise the excellen 
Art of Angling, | hope in time to disabuse yoy 
and make the contrary appear so evidently 
that if you will but have patience to hear me 
I shall ‘remove all the anticipations that dix 
course, or time, or prejudice have possesse) 
you with against that laudable and ancien 
Art; for I know it is worthy the knowledg 
and practice of a wise man. 

But, Gentlemen, though | be able to & 
this, I am not so unmaunerly as to engross ll 
the discourse to myself; and therefore, yoy 
two having declared yourselves, the one to b 
a lover of Hawks, the other of Hounds, I shall 
be most glad to hear what you can say in the 
commendation of that recreation which each of 
you love and practise ; and having heard wha 
you can say, I shall be glad to exercise you 
attention with what I can say concerning ny 
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atior and Art of Angling, and by 
» shall make the way to seem the 
if you like my motion, I would 
coner to begin. 

_ Your motion is consented to with all 
2 sand to testify it, | will begin as you 


eee + 


toe the element that I use to trade 
s the Air, an element of more worth 
“h , an element that doubtless exceeds 
arth and water ; for though I vere 
in both, yet the air is most proper’ 
ot my Hawks use that, and it Ke 
cation : it stops not the high soar- 
ry noble, generous Falcon; in it she 
6 such an height, as the dull eyes of 
d aq are not able to reach to; their 
gross for such high elevations : 
‘my troops of Hawks soar up on high, 
n they are lost in the sight of men, 
a end upon and converse with the 
efore I think my Eagle is so pratly 
ve ve’s servant in ordinary: and that 
, that I am now going to see, de- 
meaner a title; for she usually in 
a * herself, like the son of 
; oe her wings scorched by the 
flies so near it, but her mettle 
sless of danger ; for then she 
hing but makes her nimble pinions 
air, and so makes her high way 
ae est mountains and deepest rivers, 
el My ious career looks with contempt 
0 ce steeples and magnificent pa- 
ig adore and wonder at; from 
t I can make her to descend by a 
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word from my mouth, (which she both knoy, 
and obeys,) to accept of meat from my hang 
to own me for her Master, to go home with ,’ 
and be willing the next day to afford me i}, 
like recreation. } 

And more; this element of air which ; 
profess to trade in, the worth of it is such, ang 
it is of such necessity, that no creature wha, 
soever, not only those numerous creatures th 
feed on the face of the earth, but those varioy 
creatures that have their dwelling within th, 
waters, every creature that hath life in its nog. 
trils stands in need of my elenient. The wate, 
cannot preserve the Fish without air, Witnes 
the not breaking of ice in an extreme frost: th, 
reason is, for that if the inspiring and expiriy 
organ of any animal be stopped, it sudden| 
yields to nature, and dies. ‘Thus necessary j, 
air to the existence both of Fish and Beast 
nay, even to Man himself; that air or breath 
of life with which God at first inspired may, 
kind, he, if he wants it, dies presently, becomy 
a sad object to all that loved and beheld him, 
and in an instant turns to putrefaction. 

Nay more, the very birds of the air, thos 
that be not Hawks, are both so many and q 
useful and pleasant to mankind, that I muy 
not let them pass without some observations; 
they both feed and refresh him ; feed him with 
their choice bodies, and refresh him with thejy 
heavenly voices. | will not undertake to mep. 
tion the several kinds of fowl by which this iy 
done; and his curious palate pleased by day, 
and which with their very excrements aflonj 
him a soft lodging at night. These I will pas 
by, but not those little nimble musicians of the 
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,warble forth their curious ditties, with 
tu e hath furnished them to the shame 


first, the Lark, when she means to re- 
ch eer herself and those that hear her, 
en quits the earth, and sings as she as- 
igher into the air; and having ended 
wenly employment, grows then mute 
to think she must descend to the dull 
hich she would not touch but for ne- 


do the Blackbird and Thrassel with 
elodious voices bid welcome to the 
| Spring, and in their fixed months war- 
h such ditties as no art or instrument 
he smaller birds also do the like in 
ticular seasons, as namely the Leve- 
e Tit-lark, the little Linnet, and the ho- 
in, that loves mankind both alive and 


the Nightingale, another of my airy 
1s, breathes such sweet loud music out 
ittle instrumental throat, that it might 
ankind to think miracles are not ceased. 
at midnight, when the very labourer 
securely, should hear, as I have very 
ie clear airs, the sweet descants, the 
ising and falling, the doubling and re- 
¢ of her voice, might well be lifted 
arth, and say, Lord, what music hast 
ywided for the Saints in heaven, when 
fordest bad men such music on earth ! 

this makes me the less to wonder at 
y Aviaries in Italy, or at the great, 
of Varro’s Aviary, the ruins of which 


. 
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are yet to be seen in Rome, and is still so 
mous there, that it is reckoned for one of th 
notables which men of foreign uations eith 
record, or lay up in their memories, when they 
return from travel. 

This for the birds of pleasure, of which Very 
much more might be said. My next shall 
of birds of political use: I think ’tis not to 
doubted that Swallows have been tanght ,, 
carry letters, between two armies. But it; 
certain, that when the Turks besieged Malta o, 
Rhodes, I now remember not which it w 
Pigeons are then related to carry and reca 
letters. And Mr. G. Sandys, in his Trave 
relates it to be done between Aleppo and ,' 
bylon. But if that be disbelieved, it is not t, 
be doubted that the Dove was sent out of t¢ 
Ark by Noah, to give him notice of land, whey 
to him all appeared to be sea, and the Doy 
proved a faithful and comfortable messengey, 
And for the sacrifices of the law, a pair oj 
Turtle-doves or young Pigeons, were as wel} 
accepted as costly Bulls and Rams. Ani 
when God would feed the prophet Elija) 
after a kind of miraculous manner, he dit j 
by Ravens, who brought him meat morning an{ 
evening. Lastly, the Holy Ghost, when lk 
descended visibly upon our Saviour, did it by 
assuming the shape of a Dove. And to con, 
clude this part of my discourse, pray remem. 
ber these wonders were done by birds of the 
air, the element in which they and I take » 
much pleasure. 

There is also a little contemptible winged 
creature, an inhabitant of my aerial element, 
namely the laborious Bee, vf whose prudence, 


fa, 
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n ar government of their own 
vi , 1 might say much, as also of 
val hinds, and how useful their honey 
is both for meat and medicines to 
e ut I will leave them to their sweet 
jthout the least disturbance, believing 
» » all very busy at this very time 
1e herbs and flowers that we see na- 
h this May morning. 
to return to my Hawks, from 
ave made too long a digression ; you 
e ‘that they are usually distinguished 
inds ; namely, the Long-winged and 
-winged Hawk : of the first kind, there 
n use amongst us in this nation, 


a alcon and Jerkin, 

” icon and Tassel-gentle, 

ner and Laneret, 

skerel and Bockeret, 

: cer and Sacaret, 

lin and Jack Merlin, 

and Jack : 

e Stelletto of Spain, 

od-red Rook from Turkey, 

ite from Virginia : 

i of Short-winged Hawks, 

Jagle and Iron, 

shawk and Tarcel, 

thawk and Musket, 

‘rench Pie of two sorts. 

_ are reckoned Hawks of note and 
have also of an inferior rank, 


Ra en, the Buzzard, 
rked Kite, the Bald Buzzard, 
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The Hen-driver, and others that I fore, 
to name. 

Gentlemen, if I should enlarge my disco, 
to the observation of the Eires, the Branche 
the Ramish Hawk, the Haggard, and the 
sorts of Lentners, and then treat of their sey, 
Ayries, their Mewings, rare order of CAstiy 
and the renovation of their feathers: thei, 
claiming, dieting, and then come to their 
stories of practice; I say, if I should «, 
into these, and many other observations tha 
could make, it would be much, very my 
pleasure to me: but lest I should break 
rules of civility with you, by taking up io 
than the proportion of time allotted to in 
will here break off, and entreat you, Mr, \ 
nator, to say what you are able in the cg 
mendation of Hunting, to which you are | 
much affected ; and, if time will serve, | \y 
beg your favour for a further enlargement. 
some ot those several heads of which [ ha 
spoken. But no more at present. 

VEN. Well, Sir, and I will now take y 
turn, and will first begin with a commendatj 
of the Earth, as you have done most excellent 
of the Air; the earth being that element up, 
which I drive my pleasant, wholesome, hung 
trade. The earth is a solid, settled elemey 
an element most universally beneficial both 
man and beast : to men who have their seve 
recreations upon it, as Horse-races, Huntiy 
sweet smells, pleasant walks: the Earth fee 
man, and all those several beasts that both fe 
him, and afford him recreation. What pk 
sure doth man take in hunting the stately Sts 
the generous Buck, the wild Boar, the cunni 
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crafty Fox, and the fearful Hare? 
may descend to a lower game, what 
sit sometimes with gins to betray the 
. of the earth! as namely, the 
Ai Fulimart, the Ferret, the Pole-cat, 
warp », and the like creatures that live 
face and within the bowels of the 
yw doth the earth bring forth herbs, 
| fruits, both for physic and the 
of mankind! and above all, to me at 
t f nitful Vine, of which, when 1 drink 
ly, it clears’ my brain, cheers my 
nsmy wit. How could Cleo- 
re feasted Mark Antony with eight 
rs. ‘roasted whole at one supper, and 
; suitable, if the earth had not been 
mother? But to pass by the mighty 
which the earth breeds and nourish- 
lescend to the least of creatures, how 
earth afford us a doctrinal example in 
Pismire, who in the summer provides 
“up eer winter provision, and teaches 
e like! The earth feeds and car- 
es that carry us. If I would be 
y time and your patience, what 
J say in commendations of the earth ? 
li mits to the proud and raging sea, 
hat means preserves both man and 
7 destroys them not, as we see it 
that venture upon the sea, and 
re shipwrecked, drowned, and left to 
cks; when we that are so wise as 
urselves on earth, walk and talk, and 
end drink, and go a hunting : of 
creation I will say a little, and then 
scator to the commendation of 
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Hunting is a game for Princes and ), 
persons ; it hath been highly prized in al] 
it was one of the qualifications that Xeno 
bestowed on his Cyrus, that he was a h 
of wild beasts. Hunting trains up the you,” 
nobility to the use of manly exercises in the) 
riper age. What more manly exercise th 
hunting the Wild Boar, the Stag, the Pp 
the Fox, or the Hare? how doth it preset 
health, and increase strength and activity ™ 

And for the dogs that we use, who 
commend their excellency to that height whi 
they deserve? how perfect is the Hounq 
smelling, who never leaves or forsakes his . 
scent, but follows it through so many chay 
and varieties of other scents, even over, anq; 
the water, and into the earth’? What ‘ 
doth a pack of dogs then make to any 
whose heart and ears are so happy as to bes 
to the tune of such instruments * How wij 
right Greyhound fix his eye on the best B 
in a herd, single him out, and follow him, 
him only, through a whole herd of rascal ga 
and still know and then kill him? For Uy 
Hounds | know the language of them, and th, 
know the language and meaning of one anothe 
as perfectly as we know the voices of thos 
with whom we discourse daily. 

I might enlarge myself in the commendatig, 
of Hunting, and of the noble Hound especial 
as also of the docibleness of dogs in genera} 
and I might make many observations of Lanj 
creatures, that for composition, order, figury, 
and constitution, approach nearest to the com, 
pleteness and understanding of man ; especiall; 
of those creatures which Moses in the Lay 
permitted to the Jews, which have cloven hoof 
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eud, which I shall forbear to 
» I will not be so uncivil to Mr. 
not to allow him a time for the 
ion of Angling, which he calls an 
oubtless it is an easy one : and, Mr, 
doubt we shall hear a watery dis- 
it but I hope it will not be a long 
And I hope so too, though I fear it 
My 
Gentlemen, let not prejudice pre- 
. IL confess my discourse is like to 
e to my recreation, calm, and 
ant dom take the name of God into 
4s, but it is either to praise him or 
; if others use it vainly in the 
eir recreations, so vainly as if they 
jure ; | must tell you it is neither 
“x our custom ; we protest against 
" remember, I accuse nobody ; for 
ot make a watery discourse, so [ 
mit too much vinegar into it; nor 
e the reputation of my own art by 
n or ruin of another’s. And so 
Be ciccc. to what I mean to say. 
oe the Water, the element that I 
ey he water is the eldest daughter of 
tion, the element upon which the Spirit 
d first move, the element which God 
d to bring forth living creatures 
7; and without which, those that 
i nd, even all creatures that have 
thei: nostrils, must suddenly return 
ction. Moses, the great Law-giver, 
philosopher, skilled in all the learn- 
» Egyptians, who was called the friend 
and knew the mind of the Almighty, 
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names this element the first in the creatig, | 
this is the element upon which the Spirit } 
God did first move, and is the chief ingredj, 

in the creation: many Philosophers have m it 
it to comprehend all the other elements, au 
most allow it the chiefest in the mixtion of all 
living creatures. 

There be that profess to believe that ,) 
bodies are made of water, and may be redugy 
back again to water only: they endeavour tel 
demonstrate it thus : t 

Take a Willow, or any like speedy STOWiny 
plant, newly rooted in a box or barrel full , 
earth, weigh them all together exactly 
the trees begin to grow, and then weigh 
together after the tree is increased from j 
first rooting to weigh an hundred pound wej 
more than when it was first rooted and weighej, 
and you shall find this augment of the tree 4, 
be without the diminution of one dram wej 
of the earth. Hence they infer this incre 
of wood to be from water or rain, or from dey 
and not to be from any other element. Ajj 
they affirm, they can reduce this wood bag 
again to water; and they affirm also the san, 
may be done in any animal or vegetable. Ayj 
this I take to be a fair testimony of the exc, 
lency of my element of water. 

The water is more productive than th 
earth. Nay, the earth hath no fruitfulnes 
without showers or dews ; for all the herbs, ang _ 
flowers, and fruits are produced and thrive by 
the water; and the very minerals are fe: by 
streams that run under ground, whose natur 
course carries them to the tops of many high 
mountains, as we see by several springs break. 
ing forth on the tops of the highest hills ; aud 


ry P 
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so witnessed by the daily trial and 
‘several miners, 

he increase of those creatures that 
nd fed in the water, are not only more 
miraculous, but more advantageous 
ot y for the lengthening of his life, 
e preventing of sickness ; for it is ob- 
the most learned physicians, that the 
fof Lent and other fish days, which 
nly given the lie to so many learned, 
. founders of colleges, for which we 
ashamed, hath doubtless been the 
e of those many putrid, shaking, in- 
agues, unto which this nation of ours 
subject than those wiser countries 
m herbs, saliads, and plenty of fish ; 
is observed in story, that the great- 
‘th e world now do. And it may be 
mber that Moses, appointed fish to 
diet for the best common-wealth 
yet was. 

is observable, not only that there 
, namely, the Whale, three times as 
‘mighty Elephant ; that is so fierce 
; but that the mightiest feasts have 
sh. The Romans in the height of 
wy have made fish the mistress of all 
fertainments ; they have had music to 
their Sturgeons, Lampreys, and Mul- 
h they would purchase at rates ra- 


\ . 


wor ered at than believed. He that 
vy the writings of Macrobius, or Varro, 


irmed and informed of this, and of 


. 


| 


le value of their fish and fish- 


e 


yentle men, I have almost lost myself, 
2 
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which I confess I may easily do in this Dhiy, 
sophical discourse ; I met with most of it , 
lately, and, I hope, happily, in a conte *) 
with a most learned physician, Dr. What 
a dear friend ; that loyes both me and my . 
of Angling. But however, I will wade q 
deeper in these mysterious arguments, but pt 
to such observations as | can manage Bay 
more pleasure, and less fear of running i) 
error. But I must not yet forsake the Wale, 
by whose help we have so many known ada, 
tages. 
And first, to pass by the miraculous ¢ 
of our known baths, how advantageous js ih 
sea for our daily traffic; without which , — 
could not now subsist? How does it not , 
furnish us with food and physic for the b Fy, 
but with such observations for the mind ag; 
genious persons would not want? 
How ignorant had we been of the beauty 
Florence, of the monuments, urns, and ray 
that yet remain in, and near unto old and 
Rome, so many as it is said will take 
Luly time to view, and afford to each of 
ut a convenient consideration ; and theref 
it is not to be wondered at, that so learned 
devout a father as St. Jerome, after his yj 
to have seen Christ in the fiesh, and to 
heard St. Paul preach, makes his third wig 
to have seen Rome in her glory; and t 
glory is not yet all lost, for what pleasure js, 
to see the monuments of Livy, the choices 
the Historians; of Tully, the best of Orato 
and to see the bay-trees that now grow out 
the very tomb of Virgil? These, to any 
love learning, must be pleasihg. But 
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ie ; it to a devout Christian to see there 
ble house in which St. Paul was con- 
dwell; and to view the many rich 
that are there made in honour of his 
y? Nay, to see the very place in which 
er and he lie buried together? These 
and near to Rome. And how much 
sth it please the pious curiosity of a 
sn to see that place on which the blessed 
of the world was pleased to humble 
‘and to take our nature upon him, and 
rse with men: to see Mount Sion, Je- 
,and the very Sepulchre of our Lord 
ow may it beget and heighten the 
a Christian, to see the devotions that 
Fpaid to him at that place? Gentle- 
‘I forget myself I will stop here, and 
y you, that but for my element of 
e inhabitants of this poor Island must 
ignorant that such things ever were, or 
of them have yet a being, 
emien, 1 might both enlarge and lose 
uch like arguments; I might tell 
mighty God is said to have spoken 
t never to a Beast; that he hath 
hale a Ship to carry and set his 
Jonah safe on the appointed shore. 
‘might speak, but I must in manners 
, for I see Theobald’s house. I ery 
cy for being so long, and thank you 
yatience. 

Sir, my pardon is easily granted you: 
against nothing that you have said ; 
must part with you at this park- 
which I am very sorry ; but I assure 


» of 
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you, Mr. Piscator, I now part with you fy 
good thoughts, not only of yourself, but y, 
et icy And so, Gentlemen, God keep 
oth. 
Pisc. Well, now Mr. Venator you g 
neither want time nor my attention to } 
you enlarge your discourse concerning Hy 
ing. 
, Ven. Not I, Sir, I remember you 
that Angling itself was of great antiquity, , 
a perfect art, and an art not easily attaj 
to; and you have so won upon me in your f, 
mer discourse, that I am very desirous to 
what you can say further concerning th, 
particulars. | 
Pisc. Sir, I did say so, and I doubt , 
but if you and I did converse together by 
few hours, to leave you possessed with ; 
same high and happy dacadhirs that now posy 
me of it ; not only of the antiquity of Anglj 
but that it deserves commendations, and 4, 
it is an art, and an art worthy the knowla 
and practice of a wise man Yat 
VEN. Pray, Sir, speak of them what y 
think fit, for we have yet five miles to | 
Thatched-house, during which walk, [ ¢, 
promise you my patience, and diligent at, 
tion shall not be wanting. And if you sh 
. make that to appear which you have und 
. taken ; first, that it is an art, and an art wo 
the learning, 1 shall beg that 1 may att 
you a day or two a-fishing, and that I may 
come your Scholar, and instructed in | 
art itself which you so much magnify. 
Pisc. O, Sir, doubt not but that Angi 
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jit not an art to deceive a Trout 
ficial fly? a Trout! that is more 
ted than any Hawk you have named, 
gre watchful and timorous than your 
ettled Merlin is bold? and yet, f doubt. 
catch a brace or two to-morrow, for a 
preakfast. Doubt not therefore, Sir, 
; Angling is an art, and an art worth 
ning: the question is rather, whether 
apable of learning it? for Angling is 
at like Poetry, men are to be born so: 
vith inclinations to it, though both may 
stened by discourse and practice ; but 
hopes to be a good Angler, must not 
i an inquiring, searching, observing 


t he must bring a large measure of 
patience, and a love and propensity 
‘itself; but having once got and prae- 
hen doubt not but Angling will prove 
pleasant, that it will prove to be like 
reward to itself. 

, Sir, | am now become so full of ex- 
I long much to have you pro- 
1 in the order that you propose. 
Then first, for the antiquity of Ang- 
yhich I shall not say much, but only 
ae Say it is as ancient as Deucalion’s 
ers, that Belus, who was the first in- 
f godly and virtuous recreations, was 
nyentor of Angling: and some others 
former times have had their disquisi- 
out the antiquity of it, that Seth, one 
ms of Adam, taught it to his sons, and 
them it was derived to posterity : 
iy, that he left it engraven on those 
hich he erected, and trusted to pre- 
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serve the knowledge of the mathematics, my. 
and the rest of that precious knowledge, 
those useful arts which by God’s appoint 
or allowance and his noble industry, wit 
co preserved from perishing in Noah | 


These, Sir, have been the opinions of 
veral men, that have possibly endeavoureg t 
make Angling more ancient than is needfy| 
may well be warranted; but for my Part, 
shall content myself in telling you, that Al 
ling is much more ancient than the Incarnatig 
of our Saviour; for in the Prophet Amos y,.— 
tion is made of fish-hooks ; and in the Book gy 
Job, which was long before the days of Arg 
for that book is said to be writ by Moses, nyo’ 
tion is made also of fish-hooks, which must in 
ply Anglers in those times. | 

But, my worthy friend, as I would rath, 
prove myself a gentleman by being leang 
and humble, valiant and inoffensive, virtyoy 
and communicable, than by any fond osteny, 
tion of riches, or wanting those virtnes mysg 
boast that these were in my ancestors,---and yy 
{ grant that where a noble and ancient desta 
and such merits meet in any man, it is a dou), 
dignification of that person :---so if this any 
quity of Angling, which for my part I hay 
not forced, shall, like an ancient family, 
either an honour or an ornament to this yj, 
tuous art which I profess to love and practig, 
I shall be the gladder that I made an agg. 
dental mention of the antiquity of it ; of whic 
I shall say no more, but proceed to that jug 
commendation which I think it deserves. 

And for that I shall tell you, that in » 
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1 ¢ ebate hath risen, and it remains 
ved, whether the happiness of man 
rid, doth consist more in comtempla- 


ing which some have endeavoured 
heir opinion of the first, by say- 
nearer we paged 2 come to God 
of imitation, the more happy we are, 
yy say, that God enjoys himself only 
ntemplation of his own Infiniteness, 
» Power and Goodness, and the like. 
n this ground, many cloisteral men of 
ning and devotion, prefer contempla- 
re action. And many of the fathers 
approve this opinion, as may appear 
commentaries upon the words of our 
Martha, Luke, x. 41, 42. 
the contrary there want not men of 
rity and credit, that prefer action 
more excellent ; as namely, experi- 
physic, and the application of it, both 
se and prolongation of man’s life; by 
n is enabled to act and do good to 
ther to serve his country, or do good 
ar persons ; and they say also, that 
doctrinal, and teaches both art and 
d is a maintainer of human society ; 
ese, and other like reasons to be pre- 
ore contemplation. 
ening which two opinions I shall for- 
idd a third by declaring my own, and 
lf contented in telling you, my very 
riend, that sail Daven vey pc a 
most proper ong to the most ho- 
nior ie, ond harmless art of Ang- 
ta , 
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And first, I shall tell you what some ), 
observed, and I have found it to be 
truth, that the very sitting by the river’s a 
is not only the quietest and fittest place 4 
contemplation, but will invite an Angler ty it 
and this seems to be maintained by the leamg 
Pet. Du Moulin, who in his discourse of th 
fulfilling of prophecies, observes, that Wh 
God intended to reveal any future events 
high notions to his prophets, he then carl 
them either to the deserts or the sea-shore, thay 
having so separated them from amidst the ) 
of people and business, and the cares of 
world he might settle their mind in a q), 
repose, and there make them fit for revel ay; % 

And this seems also to be intimated }, 
Children of Israel, Psal. 137, who having j) 
sad condition banished all mirth and 1 \ 
from their pensive hearts, and having } 
up their then mute harps upon the Willoy. 
trees growing by the rivers of Babylon, Sat 
down upon those banks bemoaning the rnins af 
Sion, and contemplating their own sad cong; 
tion. 

And an ingenious Spaniard says, that « y. 
“vers and the inhabitants of the watery 
“‘ ment were made for wise men to contemp| 
“ and fools to pass by without consideration» 
And though I will not rank myself in the ny, 
ber of the first, yet give me leave to free my. 
self from the last, by offering to you a shox 
contemplation, first of rivers and then of fish. 
concerning which I doubt not but to 
you many observations that will appear vey 
considerable: I am sure they have appear 
so tome, and made many an hour pass away 


¥! 
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santly, as I have sat quietly on a 
nk by a calm river, and contemplated 
all now relate to you. 
first, concerning Rivers: there be so 
nders reported and written of them, 

, several creatures that be bred and 
em ; and those by authors of so good 
at we need not to deny them an his- 
mely of a river in Epirus, that puts 
lighted torch, and kindles any torch 
; not lighted. Some waters being drank 
adness, some drunkenness, and some 
‘to death. ‘he river Selarus in a few 
ms a rod or wand to stone: and our 
mentions the like in England, and the 
shmere in Ireland. There is also a 
rabia, of which all the sheep that 
of have their wool turned into a 
colour. And one of no less credit 
stotle, tells us of a merry river, the 
ina, that dances at the noise of mu- 
rith music it bubbles, dances, and 
dy, and so continues till the music 
but then it presently returns to its 
almness and clearness. And Camden 
f a well near to Kirby in Westmore- 
 ebbs and flows several times every 
d he tells us of a river in Surrey, it is 
lole, that after it has run several miles, 
posed by hills, finds or makes itself a 

ground, and breaks out again so far 
the inhabitants thereabout boast, as 
iards do of their river Anus, that they 
rs flocks of sheep upon a bridge. And 
r I would not tire your patience, one 


b 
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of no less authority than Josephus, that |¢ 
Jew, tells us of a river in Judea that 
swiftly all the six days of the week, and x 
still and rests all their Sabbath. "any 

But I will lay aside my discourse of pj, 
and tell you some things of the monste;s 
fish, call them what you will, that they }) 
and feed in them. Pliny the Philosopher g,. 
in the ‘Third Chapter of his Ninth Book, 
in the Indian Sea, the fish called the 8 
or Whirlpool is so long and broad, as to ta 
up more in length and breadth than two acre 
ground, and of other fish of two hundred cx 
long; and that in the river Ganges, there 4 
Eels of thirty feet long. He says there, thy. 
these monsters appear in that sea only, yw 
the tempestuous winds oppose the torrent, 
waters falling from the rocks into it, ang 
turning what lay at the bottom to be seen % 
the water’s top. And he says, that the p 
of Cadara, an island near this place, make 
timber for their houses of those fish-bones, | 
there tells us, that there are sometimes a ¢ 
sand of these great Eels found wrapped, oy jy, 
terwoven together. He tells us there, thay 
appears that Dolphins love music, and 
come, when called for, by some men or boyy 
that know and use to feed them, and that 
can swim as swift as an arrow can be shot oy 
of a bow, and much of this is spoken concep, 
ing the Dolphin, and other fish, as may 
found also in the learned Dr. Casaubon’s Dip 
course of Credulity and Incredulity, printed y 
him about the year 1670. 

I know we islanders are averse to the 
lief of these wonders ; but, there be so may 
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s to be now seen, many col- 
radescant, and others added 
1 Elias Ashmole, Esq. ; who now 
» carefully and methodically at his 
‘to Lambeth near London, as may 
Jief of some of the other wonders I 
Twill tell you some of the won- 
you may now see, and not till then 
less you think fit. 
~ there see the Hog-fish, the Dog- 
hin, the Coney-fish, the Parrot- 
hark, the Poison-fish, Sword-fish, 
ly other incredible fish; but you 
see the Salamander, several sorts of 
of Solan Geese, the Bird of Para- 
sorts of Snakes, and such Bird’s- 
f so various forms, and so wonder- 
as may beget wonder and amu 
y beholder: and so many hun 
arities in that collection, as will 
ther wonders I spake of, the less 
r you may note, that the waters 
‘store-house, in which she locks 


. lest this discourse may seem te- 
ll give it a sweet conclusion out of 
set Mr. George Herbert’s divine 
tion on God’s Providence. 


Varn * 
aise enough, nay, who hath any ? 
express thy works, but he that knows them; 
an know thy works, they are so many, 
an 
plete, but only he that owes them! 


edge both thy power and love 
cendent, and divine ; 

ngely and so swectly move, ‘ 
ave their end, yet none but thine. 
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Wherefore, most sacred Spirit, I here presen 
For me, and all my fellows, praise to thee ; 
And just it is that I should pay the rent, 
Because the benefit accrues to me. 


And as concerning fish in that Pp, 
(104,) wherein for height of poetry and ,, 
ders, the Prophet David seems even to 
ceed himself, how doth he there express }; 
self in choice metaphors, even to the ay, 
ment of a contemplative reader, concep): 
the sea, the rivers, and the fish therein ,* 
tained ? And the great Naturalist, Pliny, 
“ That Nature’s great and wonderful powe. 
“more demonstrated in the sea than oy 9! 
“land.” And this may appear by the , 
merous and various creatures inhabiting ba 
in and about that element; as to the Readen, 

Ary 


of Gesner, Rondeletius, Pliny, Ausonius, 
totle, and others, may be demonstrated, By 
I will sweeten this discourse also ont of a Con, 
templation in divine Du Bartas, who says, 


God quickened in the sea and in the rivers, 
So many fishes of so many features, , 
That in the waters we may see all creatures, 
Ev’n all that on the earth are to be found; 
Asif the world were in deep waters drown’ d, 
For Seas as well as Skies, have Sun, Moon, Stays. 
As well as Air---Swallows, Rooks, and Stares; * 
4s well as Earth---Vines, Roses, Nettles, Melons, 
Mushrooms, Pinks, Gillifowers, and many million 
& other plants, more rare, more strange than these, 
s very fishes living in the seas: 
43s also Rams, Calves, Horses, Hares, and Hogs, — 
Wolves, Urchins, Lions, Elephants, and Dogs; 
Yea Men and Maids 3 and which I most admire, 
The mitred Bishop, and the cowled Friar. 
4 which, examples but a few years since, 
Were shewn tke Norway and Polonian Prince. 
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to be wonders, ey have had so 
ations from men of learning and 
‘ou need not doubt them; nor are 
n 101 the various. shapes of fishes, 
e or more fit for contemplation, 
ry, erent natures, inclinations and 
mce ning which I shall beg your 
ittle longer. 
fish will cast a long gut out of 
lich, like as an Angler doth his 
of “forth and pulleth in again at 
according as she sees some little 
>to her ;* and the Cuttle-fish, 
; the gravel, lets the smaller 
ite the end of it, at which time 
ttle draws the smaller fish so 
she may leap upon her, and 
devours her: and for this 
ve called this fish the Sea- 


a fish called a Hermit, that at 
2 gets into a dead fish’s shell, and 

; dwells there alone, studying the 
eather, and so turns her shell, that 
end her from the injuries that 


g upon her 

Iso a fish colts: by lian, in 
%k of Living Creatures, ch. 16, the 
‘Darling of the Sea; so called, be- 
» loving and innocent fish, a fish 
nothing that hath life, and is at 
fe all 4 ge numerous inhabitants of 
element ; and truly I think 
2 SO disposed to home of man- 


ys, and others, affirm this. 


30 THE COMPLETE ANGLER, 


And there are also lustful and chaste ¢ 
of which I shall give you examples. > 

And first, what Du Bartas says of ,, 
called the Sargus: which because none 
express it better than he does, I shall giy, 
in his own words; supposing it shall not } 
the less credit for being verse, for he hayp | 
thered this, and other observations out of ° 
thors that have been great and indust,* 
searchers into the secrets of nature. 


The adult’rous Sargus doth not only change 
Wives every day in the deep streams, but---stran, 
As if the honey of sea-love delight re! 
Could not suffice his ranging appetite, 

Goes courting she-goats on the grassy shore, 
Horning their husbands that had horns before, — 


7 
And the same author writes concerning th 
Cantharus, that which you shall also hea; 
his own words. ; 


But contrary, the constant Cantharus 
Is ever constant to his faithful spouse, 
In nuptial duties spending his chaste life, 
Never loves any but his own dear wife. 


a 


th i 


Sir, but a little longer, and I have done, 

VEN. Sir, take what liberty you think ¢ 
for your discourse seems to be music, ; 
charms me to an attention. 

Pisc. Why then, Sir, I will take a lit 
liberty to tell, or rather to remember you y); 
is said of Turtle-Doves ; first, that they sileny 
plight their troth and marry; and that thy 
the survivor scorns, as the Thracian woy 
are said to do, to outlive his or her mate, aj 
this is taken for a truth, and if the survis 
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with another, then not only 

the , dead, be it either the he or 

nie js the name and honour of a 
ve. 


el this land-rarity, and teach 
faithfulness, and to condemn 

u of religion, and yet come short 
j faith of fish and fowl ; men that 
w affirmed by St. Paul, Rom. ii. 
“writ in their hearts, and which 
at the last day condemn and 
out excuse ;---I pray hearken 
al sings, for the hearing of 
aithfulness, will be music to all 
d therefore I pray hearken to 
s sings of the Mullet. 


'e love the Mullet hath no peer ; 
ter hath surpris’d her pheer, 
woe, to shore she followeth, 

ort him both in life and death. 


y, What shall I say of the 
hich treads any hen, and then, 
: Dein, the Partridge, and Pi- 
care to hatch, to feed, or to 
brood, but is senseless, though 


considerable, that the [len, which, 
also takes any cock, expects it not, 
ighe chickens be her own, hath by 
pression her care and affection to 

D i more than doubled, even to such 
tha t our Saviour, in expressing his 
, Matt. xxiii. 37, quotes her 
Dat ‘tender affection ; as his Fa- 
b for a pattern of patience. 


1) 
tt 
f 
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And to parallel this cock, there be qj 
fishes that cast their spawn on flags or s,." 
and then leave it uncovered, and exposey 
become a prey, and be devoured by vermj 
other fishes; but other fishes, as namely ; 
Barbel, take such care for the preservatig, 
their seed, that, unlike to the Cock 0, , 
Cuckoo, they mutually labour, both the spa, 
and the melter, to cover their spawn With 
or watch it, or hide it in some secret 
unfrequented by vermin, or by any fish 
themselves. 

Sir, these examples may, to you and ot} 
seem strange; but they are testified some, 
Aristotle, some by Pliny, some by Gesney, . 
by many others of credit, and are believed 
known by divers, both of wisdom and 
rience, to be a truth ; and indeed are, as | 
at the beginning, fit for the contemplation ¢ 
most serious and a most pious man, 4, 
doubtless this made the Prophet David, 
“ They that occup themselves in deep wy 
“see the wonderful works of God :” ing 
such wonders and pleasures too as the 
affords not. 

And that they be fit for the contempla 
of the most prudent, and pious,.and peaceg 
men, seems to be testified by the practice of 
many devout and contemplative men, as 
Patriarchs and Prophets of old, and of 
Apostles of our Saviour in our latter tiy 
of which twelve, we are sure he chose f 
that were simple Fishermen, whom he inspj 
and sent to publish his blessed will to the G 
tiles, and inspired them also with a power 
speak all languages, and by their powerful 


-_ 
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get faith in the unbelieving Jews, 
ves to suffer for that Saviour whom 
‘fathers and they had crucified ; and, 
fferings, to preach freedom from the 
es of the law, and a new way to 
life. This was the employment of 
s fishermen, concerning which choice, 
made these observations. 

‘That he never reproved these for 
oyi ent or calling, as he did Scribes 
foney-changers. And secondly, he 
‘the hearts of such men by nature 
‘for contemplation and quietness ; 
ld, and sweet, and peaceable spirits, 
“most anglers are: these men our 
viour, who is observed to love to 
in good natures, though indeed no- 
90 hard for him, yet these men he 
ll from their irreprovable employ- 
ying, and gave them grace to be his 
nd to follow him and do wonders ; 


” 


twelve. 
s observable, that it was our Sa- 
, that these our four Fishermen should 
rity of nomination in the catalogue 
ve Apostles, Mat. x. 2. Acts, i, 13. as 
st St. Peter, St. Andrew, St. James, 
in, and then the rest in their order. 
is yet more observable, that when 
Saviour went up into the mount, 


‘i 
a 


ft the rest of his disciples and chose 
to bear him company at his Trans- 
at those three were all Fishermen. 
0 be believed, that all the other 
fter they betook themselves to fol- 
hetook themselves to be Fishermen 
‘ 3 
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too ; for it is certain, that the greater MUtthe 
of them were found together fishing by J 
after his Resurrection, as it is smeeded in 
21st chapter of St. John’s Gospel. 

‘And since I have your promise to heap 
with patience, I will take a liberty to ing 
back upon an observation that hath been maj, 
by an ingenious and learned man, who 
serves, that God hath been pleased to al}. 
those, whom he himself hath appointed to yw. 
his holy will in Holy Writ, yet, to express }; 
will in’ such metaphors as their former af, 
tions or practice had inclined them to ; and 
brings Solomon for an example, who before jy 
conversion was remarkably carnally-amorg,., 
and after by God’s appointment wrote that «? 
ritual dialogue or holy amorous love-song 4}, 
Canticles, between’ God and his Church: ; 
which he says his beloved had Eyes like thy 
Fish-pools of Heshbon. 

And if this hold in reason, as I see no, 
to the contrary, then it may be probably qj. 
cluded, that Moses, who, f{ told you befor, 
writ the book of Job, and the Prophet 
who was a Shepherd, were both Anglers; § 
you shall in all the Old ‘Testament find fk, 
hooks, I think but twice mentioned, namely, by 
meek Moses the friend of God, and by th, 
humble Prophet Amos. ' 

Concerning which last, namely the Prop } 
Amos, I shall make but this observation, 
he that shall read the humble, lowly, plaj 
style of that prophet, and compare it with 
high, glorious, eloquent style of the Proph 


oe 


: 
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h they be both equally true, may 
Amos to be, not only a Shepherd, 
atured, plain Fisherman. 
| do the rather believe by com- 
affectionate, loving, lowly, humble 
St. Peter, St. James, and St. John, 
now were all Fishers, with the glo- 
age and high metaphors of St. Paul, 
vy believe was not. 
he lawfulness of fishing it ma 
-maintained by our Saviour’s bid- 
er cast his hook into the water and 
for money to pay tribute to Cesar. 
tell you, that Angling is of high 
of much use in other nations, He 
the Voyages of Ferdinand Mendez 
| find, that there he declares to 
‘a King and several Priests a fish- 


t 


that reads Plutarch, shall find that 
as not contemptible in the days of 
y and Cleopatra, and that they in 
their wonderful glory used Ang- 
incipal recreation. And let me 
at in the Scripture, Angling is al- 
in the best sense, and that thongh 
uy be sometimes so taken, yet it is 
to be so understood. And let me 
wre, he that views the ancient Fic- 
Canons, shall find Hunting to be 
Churchmen, as being a turbulent, 
rplexing recreation ; and shall find 
wed to Clergymen, as being a 
reation, a recreation that invites 
emplation and quietness. 
here enlarge myself by telling you, 
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what commendations our learned Perking bal 
stows on Angling : and how dear a lover, 
great a practiser of it. our learned Do 
Whittaker was, as indeed many others of toy 
learning have been. But I will content 
self with two memorable men, that lived yg 
to our own time, whom I also take to hay 
been ornaments to the art of Angling. ¢ 
The first is Doctor Nowel, sometime } 
of the Cathedral Church of St. Paal’s in Long 
where his monument stands yet undefaced. 
man that in the Reformation of Queen Pj 
beth, not that of Henry VIII., was so y 
for his meek spirit, deep learning, prud 
and piety, that the then Parliament and (9), 
vocation both, chose, enjoined, and t 
him to be the man to make a Catechism 
public use, such a one as should stand as 
rule for faith and manners to their poster 
And the good old man, though he was yey 
learned, yet knowing that God leads us not j 
heaven by many nor by hard questions, }j, 
an honest Angler, made that good, plain, w, 
perplexed Catechism which is printed with oy 
good old Service-Book. I say, this good ma 
was a dear lover, and constant practiser y 
Angling, as any age can produce ; and his ex 
tom was to spend besides his fixed hours ¢ 
prayer, those hours which b command of th 
Church were enjoined the Clergy, and voly, 
tarily dedicated to devotion by many primi 
tive Christians: I say, besides those ho 
this good man was observed to spend a tenth 
part of his time in Angling; and also, for] 
have conversed with those which have co 
versed with him, to bestow a tenth part of his 
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and usually all his fish, amongst the 
inhabited near to those rivers in 
yas caught: saying often, “ That 
we life to Religion :” and at his re. 
s house would praise God he had 
_ day free from worldly trouble ; 
essly, and in a recreation that be. 
hurchman. And this good man was 
stent, if not desirous, that posterity 

yw he was an Angler, as may ap- 
s picture, now to be seen, and care- 
in Brazen-nose-College, to which he 
eral benefactor, in which picture he 
leaning on a desk with his Bible be. 
1, and on one hand of him his lines, 


; and that his age had neither 
his hearing, nor dimmed his eyes, 
kened his memory, nor made any of 
Ities of his mind weak or useless.” 
that Angling and Temperance were 
ss of these blessings, and I wish the 
‘that imitate him, and love the me. 


good a man. 
t and last example shall be that un- 
of money, the late Provost of Eton 


sir Henry Wotton, a man with whom 


s, made his company to be es- 
e of the delights of mankind: this 
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man, whose very approbation of Angling 
sufficient to convince any modest cens 
it, this man was also a most dear lover, 
frequent practiser of the art of Angling, 
which he would say, “ "Iwas an employy, 
“for his idle time, which was then not ; 
“« spent :” for Angling was, after tedious stud 
‘a rest to his mind, a cheerer of his spipi.” 
“ diverter of sadness, a calmer of ung’ 
“ thoughts, a moderator of passions, a Proc 
“ of contentedness :” and “ that it begat he 
“« bits of peace and patience in those that 
“ fessed and practised it.” Indeed, my fyj 
ou will find Angling to be like the Virtues 
umility, which has a calmness of spirit, .” 
a cy of other blessings attending upon it 
Sir, this was the saying of that leap 
man, and I do easily believe that peace, 
patience, and a calm content, did cohabjt ; 
the cheerful heart of Sir Henry Wotton, 
cause I know that when he was beyond sey 
years of age, he made this description of 
part of the present pleasure that possessed }j ‘ 
as he sat quietly in a Summer’s evening ony 
bank a fishing ; it is a description of the Spr 
which, because it glided as soft and sw 
from his pen, as that river does at this tj 
by which it was then made, I shall repeat j 
unto you. 


£8 


gig 


This day dame Nature seem’d in love: 
The lusty sap began to move ; 

Fresh juice did stir th’ embracing vines, 
And birds had drawn their valentines, 
The jealous Trout, that low did lic, 
Rose at a weli-dissembled fly ; 

There stood my friend with patient skill, 
Attending of his trembling quill. 
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eaves possest 
ile im’s daubed nest : 
a did rejoice, 
mphing voice: 
e short, the weather mild, 


e sturdy foot-ball swain, 
syllabub or twain, 
gardens were beset 
rocus, Violet; 

ugh late, the modest rose 
an half a blush disclose. 
looks gay, and full of cheer, 
me the new-livery’d year. 

ys 
vere the thoughts that then possessed 
d mind of Sir Henry Wotton. 
ear the wish of another Angler, and 
sndation of his happy life, which he 
in verse? viz. Jo, Davors, Esq, 


rmlessiy, and near the brink, 
von, have a dwelling place; 
ee my quill or cork down sink 
r bite of Perch, or Bleak, or Dace, 
e world and my Creator think ; 
2 men strive ill-gotten goods t’ embrace, 
rs spend their time in base eacess 
* worse, in war and wantonness. 


that list, these pastimes still pursue, 
h pleasing fancies feed their All, 

‘and meadows green may view, 

Sresh rivers walk at will, 

e Daisies and the Violets blue, 

inth, and yeliow Daffodil, 

cissus like the morning rays, 

r-grass, and azure Culverkeys. 


A er pleasure to behold 

pass of the ofy sky, 

e midst thereof, like burning gold, 

: ng | hariot of the world’s great eye; 
4 
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The watery clouds that, in the air up roli'g 

With sundry kinds 4 ainted colours fly ; 
And fair Aurora ifting up her head, 
Still blushing, rise from old Tithonus’ beg, 


The hills and mountains raised from the Plain, 

The plains ertended level with the ground, » 

The grounds divided into sundry veins, 

The veins enclos’d with rivers running roung, 

These rivers making way through nature’s cha} 

With headlong course into the sea profound, ma 
The raging sea, beneath the vallies low, ° 
Where takes, and rills, and rivulets do flow, 


The lofty woods, the forests wide and long, 
Adorn’d with leaves and branches fresh and gre 
In whose cool bowers the birds with many ays en, 
Do welcome with their quire the summer’s Quy 
The meadows fair, where Flora’s gifts among" 
Are intermia'd, with verdant grass between; 
The silver-scaled fish, that softly swim 
Within the sweet brook’s chrystal watery Streay 


All these, and many more of his creation 
That made the heavens, the Angler oft doth tee 
Taking therein no little detectation, ; 
To think how strange how wonderful they be; 
Framing thereof an inward contemplation, y 
To set his heart from other fancies free ; 

And whilst he looks on these with joyful eye 

His mind is rapt above the starry sky. i 


Sir, I am glad my memory has not |og 
these last Werses, because they are somewhy 
more pleasant and more suitable to May-da 
than my harsh discourse, and I am glad your 
patience hath held out so long, as to hear then 
and me: for both together have brought 1 
within the sight of the Thatched-house : and] 
must be your debtor, if you think it wor) 
your attention, for the rest of my promised 
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Aa _some other opportunity, and a 


ry you ‘have Angled me on with 
to the Thatched-house ; and I 
r words true, “ That good com- 
es the way seem short ;” for trust 
thought we had wanted "three miles 
till you shewed it to me: but now 
turn into it, and refresh our- 
‘hg of drink and a little rest. 
Most gladly, Sir, and we'll drink a 
rail the Otter-hunters that are to 
to morrow. 
¢. ‘hat we will, Sir, and to all the lovers 
too, of which number | am now 
be one myself; for by the help of 
ns discourse and company, I have put 
houghts both of the art of Angling, 
that profess it: and if you will but 
t o-morrow, at the time and place ap- 
id bestow one day with me and my 
1 ) eee the Otter, I will dedicate 
‘two days to wait upon you, and we 
for that time do nothing but Angle, 
of fish and fishing. 
ih is a match, Sir, I'll not fail you, 
1 » to be at Amwell-hill to-morrov:. 
e Sun-rising, 
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CHAPTER II. 
Observations of the Otter and Chub. 


VENATOR. 


My friend Piscator, you have kept time wi 
my thoughts, for the Sun is just rising, and | 
myself just now come to this place, and 4, 
dogs have just now put down an Otter. 
down at the bottom of the hill there in that 
meadow, chequered with Water-lilies and Laq 
smocks; there you may see what work th¢ 
make: look, look, you may see all busy, me 
and dogs, dogs and men all busy. 

Pisc. Sir, I am right glad to meet You, 
and glad to have so fair an entrance into thi, 
day’s sport, and glad to see so many dogs, ang 
more men all in pursuit of the Otter ; let’s con, 
pliment no longer, but join unto them ; con, 
honest Venator, let’s be gone, let us mak, 
haste; I long to be doing; no reasonahj 
hedge or ditch shall hold me. 

VEN. Gentleman Huntsman, where found 
you this Otter ? 

Hunt. Marry, Sir, we found her a mile 
from this place a fishing: she has this mom, 
ing eaten the greatest part of this Trout ; she 
has only left thus much of it as you see, anj 
was fishing for more ; when we came we found 
her just at it: but we were here very early, 
we were here an hour before Sun-rise, and haye 
given her no rest since we came ; sure she will 
hardly escape all these dogs and men. I am 
to have the skin if we kill her. 


th 
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thy, Sir, what’s the skin worth ? 
Ny is worth ten shillings to make 
e gloves of an Otter are the best for- 
or your hands that can be thought 
wet weather. 
J pray, honest Huntsman, let me ask 
asant question ; do you hunt a beast 
_ Sir, it is not in my power to re- 
*T leave it to be resolved by the Col- 
husians, who have made vows 
at flesh, But I have heard, the 
hath been debated among many great 
id they seem to differ about it; yet 
ee that her tail is fish : and if her bod 
90, then I may say, that a fish will 
, land, for an Otter does so sometimes 
ix, or ten miles in a night to catch for 
ones, or to glut herself with fish, 
‘tell you that Pigeons will fly forty 
a breakfast ; but Sir, I am sure the 
ours much fish, and kills and spoils 
than he eats: and I can tell you, 
Jog-fisher, for so the Latins call him, 
a fish in the water an hundred yards 
; Gesner says much farther, and that 
are good against the falling-sick- 
that there is an herb, Benione, which 
g in a linen cloth near a fish-pond, or 
t that he uses, makes him to avoid 
e; which proves he smells both by 
nd land; and I can tell you there is 
unting this Water-dog in Cornwall, 
here have been so many, that our 
Camden says, there is a river called 
, which was so named, by reason of 
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the abundance of Otters that bred and 
it 


feq 


And thus much for my knowledge of 
Otter, which you may now see above Watep 
vent, and the dogs close with him; I noy, 
he will not last long, follow therefore m mat 
ters, follow, for Sweetlips was like to haye)> 
at this last vent. 

VEN. Oh me, all the horse are-got OVer the 
river, what shall we do now? shall we folloy 
them over the water ? 

Hunt. No, Sir, no, be not so eager, stay 
little and follow me, for both they, and the 
dogs will be suddenly on this side agaj, 
warrant you; and the Otter too, it may be. 
now have at him with Kilbuck, for he Venty 
again. 

VEN. Marry so he does, for look he ve 
in that corner. Now, now Ringwood has him. 
now he’s gone again, and has bit the poor qo,’ 
Now Sweetlips has her; hold her Sweetlipg) 
now all the dogs have her, some above ang 
some under water; but now, now she’s tired 
and past losing: come bring her to me, Sweet, 
lips. Look, ’tis a Bitch-Otter, and she 
lately whelped, let’s go to the place where she 
was put down, and not far from it you will 
all her young ones, I dare warrant you, and 
kill them all too. 

' Honr. Come, gentlemen, come all, let 
go to the place where we put down the Otte, 
Look you, hereabout it was that she kennelleg. 
look you, here it was indeed, for here's her 
young ones, no less than five ; come let’s kil] 
them all. 


Pisc, No, I pray Sir, save me one, and Tl 
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her tame, as I know an in- 
in Leicestershire, Mr. Nich. 


. And now let’s go to an ho- 
se, where we may have a cup of 
y-wine, and sing Old Rose, and all 


‘Come my friend Piscator, let me in- 
ong with us ; I'll bear your charges 
and you shall bear mine to-morrow ; 
ention is to accompany you a day or 


‘Sir, your request is granted, and I 
ight glad, both to exchange such a 
and also to enjoy your company. 


Well, now let’s go to your sport of 


‘et’s be going with all my heart. 
all, Gentlemen, and send you 
day with another Bitch-Otter, and 
srrily, and all her young ones too, 
Now, Piscator, where will you begin 


y e are not yet come to a likely 
must walk a mile further yet, before [ 


4 y ell then, I pray, as we walk tell 
how do you like your lodging, and 
d the company ‘ Is not mine Host 
n? 

sir, I will tell you presently what I 
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think of your Host ; but first I will tel) y 
am glad these Otters were killed, anq 
sorry that there are no more Otter-killer, . 
I know that the want of Otter-killers, and 
not keeping the Fence-months for the preg, 
tion of fish, will in time prove the dest 

of all rivers ; and those very few that a lent 
that make conscience of the lews of the nay 
and of keeping days of abstinence, Will be 

ed to eat fiesh, or suffer more inconye 
than are yet foreseen. . 

VEN. Why Sir, what be those that yoy cal) 
the Fence-months ? ‘ 

Pisc. Sir, they be principally three, ,,. 
ly, March, April, and May, for these be 
usual months that Salmon come out of the 
to spawn in most fresh rivers, and their fy 
would about a certain time return back to the 
salt water, if they were not hindered by Weary 
and unlawful gins, which the greedy fg 
men set, and so destroy them by thousands, 
they would, being so taught by nature, cha) 
the fresh for salt water. He that shall view 
wise statutes made in the 13th of Edward | 
and the like in Richard III. may see sevey,j 
provisions made against the destruction of fish : 
and though I profess no knowledge of the Lay 
yet I am sure the regulation of these defects 
might be easily mended. But I remember thay 
a wise friend of mine did usually say, “ Thy 
“‘ which is every body’s business, is no body's 
“‘ business.” If it were otherwise, there could 
not be so many nets and fish that are under the 
statute-size, sold daily amongst us, and 
which the conservators of the waters should he 
ashamed. 


i 
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Da the taking fish in spawning” 
said to be against nature ; it is 
« the dam on the nest when she 
young: a sin so against nature, 
ity God hath in the Levitical law 
against it. 

e poor fish have enemies enough be- 
unnz ural fishermen, as namely, the 
I spake of, the Cormorant, the Bit- 
Osprey, the Sea-gull, the Heron, the 
mine Gorara, the Puet, the Swan, 
s, and the Craber, which some call 
: against all which any honest 
ke a just quarrel, but [ will not, 
» them to be quarrelled with, and 
; for I am not of a cruel na- 
2 to kill nothing but fish. 

y to your question concerning your 
k truly, he is not to me a good 
for most of his conceits were 
ip e-jests, or lascivious jests ; for 
> no man witty, for the Devil will 
7 ‘th at way inclined, to the first ; and 
srupt nature, which he always car- 
to the latter; but a companion 
the company with wit and mirth, 
5 out the sin which is usually mixed 
e is the man; and indeed such a 
‘sh mid have his charges borne, and 
apany I hope to bring you this night ; 
all, not far from this place, where» 
0 lodge to night, there is usually an 
tt proves good company: and let me 
ood company and good discourse are 
sinews of virtue: but for such dis- 
we heard last night, it infects others, 


as 
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the very boys will learn to talk and SWeap . 
they heard mine Host, and another of the ,,? 
_ pany that shall be nameless; [am sop, 5 
other is a gentleman, for less religion wij} ° 
save their souls than a beggar’s; I think ,, 
will be required at the last great day. Y 

ou know what example is able to do, and? 
snow what the poet says in the like case, y).! 
is worthy to be noted by all parents and p¢,.! 
of civility : 5 


nan e wenn wenn nena sane anne nn nene= Many a one 
Owes to his country his religion: 
And in another would as strongly grow, 
Had but his nurse or mother taught him go, 


This is reason put into verse, and wo 
the consideration of a wise man. But of thi 
no more ; for though I love civility, yet | 
severe censures: I’ll to my own art, x, 
‘doubt not but at yonder tree I shall cate, 
Chub, and then we’ll return to an honest cleaaly 
Hostess, that I know right well ; rest oursely? 
there, and dress it for our dinner. ‘' 

VEN. Oh, Sir, a Chub is the worst fish thy 
swims, I hoped for a Trout to my dinner, 

Pisc. Trust me, Sir, there is not a lj ely 
place for a Trout hereabout, and we Staid g 
long to take our leave of your Huntsmey ¢} 
morning, that the sun is got so high, and shine 
so clear, that I will not undertake the catchjy, 
of a Trout till evening; and though a Chub} 
by you and many others reckoned the : 
fish, yet you shall see [’ll make it a good fish, 
by dressing it. 

VEN. Why, how will you dress him? 

Pisc. I'll tell you by and by, when I haye 


q 


st 
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pn. Look’you here, Sir, do you see? 
stand very close: there lie upon 
he water in this very hole twenty 
only one, and that shall be 
¢ of them all: and that I will do so, 
you twenty to one, and you shall see 
Phe 
y, marry, Sir, now you talk like an 


Say you are one, when I shall see 
m what you say you can do: but [ 


You shall not doubt it long, for you 
e do it presently: look, the biggest 
hubs has had some bruise upon his 
ke or some other accident, and that 
, white spot ; that very Chub I mean 
your hands presently ; sit you but 
‘shade, and stay but a little while, 
rrant you 1’ll bring him to you. 
11 sit down and hope well, becanse 
) be so confident. 
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‘J white spot on his tail: and I'll be as certaj, 
a, make him a good dish of meat, as I was 
. catch him. I’ll now lead you to an honest 
house where we shall find a cleanly room, m 
vender in the windows, and twenty ballagg 
i stuck about the wall; there my Hostess, w}j 
I may tell you, is both cleanly and handgo 
and civil, hath dressed many a one for me, ue 
shall now dress it after my fashion, and | y 
rant it good meat. bs 
% VEN. Come Sir, with all my heart, fo, 
S begin to be hungry, and long to be at it, x 
indeed to rest myself too; for though I ha, 
walked but four miles this morning, yet I } me 
to be weary; yesterday’s hunting hangs stil 
upon me. 
prsc. Well Sir, and you shall quickly 
at rest, for yonder is the house I mean to bring 


you to. 


Come Hostess, how do you do? Will yu 
first give us a cup of your best drink, and the 
dress this Chub, as you dressed my last, when 
I and my friend were here about eight or te 


‘<3 
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ae 

M4 ) But you must do me one courtesy, 
be done instantly. 

Tess. I will do it, Mr. Piscator, and 
] the speed I can. 

ic. Now Sir, has not my Hostess made 
and does not the fish look lovely ? 

y, Both, upon my word, Sir, and there- 
¥s say grace, and fall to eating of it. 

3, Well, Sir, how do you like it ? 

, Trust me, ’tis as good meat as I ever 
now let me thank you for it, drink to 
| beg a courtesy of you; but it must 
snied me. 

g. What is it, I pray, Sir: you are so 
methinks I may promise to grant 
is asked. 

jy. Why, Sir, it is, that from henceforth 
uld allow me to call you Master, and 
ly I may be your scholar ; for you are 
companion, and have so quickly caught, 
ellently cooked this fish, as makes 
to be your scholar, 

re me your hand; from this time 
be your master, and teach you 
$ art as I am able; and will, as 
2, tell you somewhat of the na- 
st of the fish that we are to angle 
am sure I both can and will tell you 
|any common Angler yet knows. 


hy 
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CHAPTER III. ° 


How to fish for, and to dress the Chavend, : 
or Chub. ‘ 


PISCATOR. : 

THE Chub, though he eat well thus drege) 
yet as he is usually dressed, he does not ae 
objected against, not a being full of g,.¥ 
forked bones, dispersed ugh all his body, hy 
that he eats waterish, and that the flesh of kel 
is not firm, but short and tasteless. The Fea 
esteem him so mean, as to call him Uny 
lain; nevertheless he may be so dressed ag, 
make him very good meat; as namely, jf he 
be a large Chub, then dress him thus : 

First scale him, and then wash him cle 
and then take out his guts; and to that 
make the hole as little and near to his gills 
you may conveniently, and especially 
clean his throat from the grass and weeds 
are usually in it, for if that be not very c] 
it will make him to taste very sour: having 
done, put some sweet herbs into his belly, 
then tie him with two or three splinters to, 
spit, and roast him, basted often with vinegay 
or rather verjuice and butter, with <ood ston 
of salt mixed with it. 

Being thus dressed, you will find him a 
much better dish of meat than you, or mog 
folk, even than Anglers themselves, do imagine: 
for this dries up the fluid watery humour with 
which all Chubs do abound. 

But take this rule with you, that a Chu 
newly taken and newly dressed, is so much 
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ae Chub of a day’s keeping after he 
that I can compare him to nothing so 
9 cherries newly gathered from a tree, 
s that have been bruised and lain a 
wo in water. But the Chub being thus 
dressed presently, and not washed 
js gutted ;---for note, that lying long in 
d washing the blood out of any fish 
ey be gutted, abates much of their 
,—you will find the Chub being dress- 
blood and quickly, to be such meat 
compense your labour, and disabuse 


Daisy dress the Chavender or Chub 


you have scaled him, and cut off his 
ins, and washed him very clean, then 
it him through the middle, as a salt 
ally cut; then give him three or 
or scotches on the back with your 
yroil him on charcoal, or wood-coal 
ee fron: smoke, and all the time he 
ng baste him with the best sweet 
1 gc 4 otal mt mixed idee! it ; 
add a little thyme cut exceedi 

| a ised into the butter. The Chea 
d hath the watery taste taken away, 
so many except against him. Thus 
heven dressed that you now liked so 


r 
Wy, 


» 


commended so much. But note 
tif this Chub that you ate of, had 
till to-morrow, he had not been worth 
And remember that his throat be 
ty clean, I say very clean, and his 

ash ed after he is gutted, as indeed 
uld be. 


' 
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Well Scholar, you see what pains 7}. 
taken to recover the lost credit of the poo Me 
pised Chub. And now I will give you s% 
rules how to catch him; and I am glad tou 
ter you into the art of fishing by Catching ® 
Chub, for there is no fish better to enter § 
young Angler, he is so easily caught, byt»? 
it must be this particular way. the 
Go to the same hole in which I cang}y 
Chub, where in most hot days you will fing) 
dozen or twenty Chevens floating near the ,! 
of the water: get two or three grasshoppers? 
ou go over the meadow, and get secretly 
ind the tree, and stand as free from Motion 
is possible ; then put a grasshopper On your 4 
and let your hook hang a quarter of a 
short of the water, to which end you musf 
our rod on some bough of the tree : but j 
ikely the Chubs will sink down towards 
bottom of the water at the first shadow of 
rod, for a Chub is the fearfullest of fishes, aaj 
will do so if but a bird flies over him, 
makes the least shadow onthe water: but 
will presently rise up to the top acini 
there lie soaring till some shadow affrigh, 
them again: I say when they lie upon the 
of the water, look out the best Chub, 
you, setting yourself in a fit place, may 
easily see, and move your rod as softly as; 
snail moves, to that Chub you intend to catch, 
let your bait fall gently upon the water thn 
or four inches before him, and he will inf) 
libly take the bait, and you will be as sure i 
catch him; for he is one of the leather-mouh 
ed fishes, of which a hook does scarce ever log 
its hold; and therefore give him play enow 
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fer to take him out of the water. 
> prese ntly, take my rod, and do 
‘I will sit down and mend my 
1 return back, 
y, my loving Master, you have 
fair as I could wish. J’ll go and 
directions. 
Master, what I have done! that 
s my heart, caught just such another 
‘ours was. 
ry, and I am glad of it: Iam 
a towardly scholar of you. I now 
h advice and practice, you will 
gler in a short time. Have but a 
ad Vl warrant you. 
t Mas er what if I could not have 
en 1 may tell you, that a black 
s belly slit, to shew his white ; or 
tcheese, will usually do as well: 
§ a worm, or any kind of fly, as 
, the flesh-tly, or wall-fiy, or the 
tle, which you may find under cow- 
2 bob, which you will find in the 
se, and in time will be a beetle; it is 
ite worm, like to and bigger than a 
a cod-worm, or a case-worm, any 
vill do very well to fish in such a 
ind after this manner you may catch 
‘a hot evening: when as you walk 
and shall see or hear him leap at 
}if you get a grasshopper, put it on 
with your line about two yards long, 
nind a bush or tree where his hole 
e your bait stir up and down on the 


OD 


water: you may if you stand close, 
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be sure of a bite, but not sure to catch hin, , _ 
he is not a leather-mouthed fish: and afte,’ ,% 
manner you may fish for him with almog, thi 
kind of’live fiy, but especially with a 1) 
hopper. 

VEN. But before you go further, | 
good Master, what mean you by a leathad 


mouthed fish ? 

Pisc. By a leather-mouthed fish, | y, 
such as have their teeth in their throat, te 
Chub or Cheven, and so the Barbel, the Gud. 
geon, and Carp, and divers others have, 
the hook being stuck into the leather or skin 
the mouth of such fish, does very seldom 
never lose its hold: but on the contrap, 
Pike, a Perch, or Trout, and so some Othes 
fish,—-which have not their teeth in their thro 
but in their mouths, which you shall obsen! 
to be very full of bones, and the skin very thin 
and little of it,---I say, of these fish the}, 
never takes so sure hold, but ies Often log. 
your fish, unless he have gorged it. 

VEN. I thank you, good Master, for gj, 
observation; but now what shall be done with 
my Chub or Cheven, that I have caught? 

Pisc. Marry, Sir, it shall be given away ty 
some poor body, for Il warrant you 1’ll give 

ou a Trout for your supper: and it is a gooq 

ginning of your art to offer your first-fmits ; 
to the poor, who will both thank God and you 
for it, which I see by your silence you seem to 
consent to. And for your willingness to pay 
with it so charitably, I will also teach yoy 
more concerning Chub-fishing: you are to not 
that in March and April he is usually taken 
with worms; in May, June, or July he will 
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a + fy, or at cherries, or at beetles 
] wings cut off, or ‘at any 
or at the black bee that breeds 
; and he never refuses a grass- 
e top of a swift stream, nor at the 
, young humble-bee that breeds in 
nd is ordinarily found by the 
t. In August, and in the cooler 
yellow paste, made of the strongest 
vi pounded in a mortar with a little 
d saffron, so much of it as being bea- 
ill turn it to a lemon-colour. And 
aste for the winter-months,--at 
ne Chub is accounted best, for 
observed, that the forked bones are 
grned into a kind of gristle, especially 
yaked,--of cheese and turpentine; he 
so at a Minnow or Penk, as a Trout 
hick I shall tell you more hereafter, 
other baits. But take this for a 
n hot weather he is to be fished for 
he mid-water, or near the top; and 
re her nearer the bottom. And if 
or him on the top, with a beetle or 
he be sure to let your line be very 
0 keep out of sight. And havin 
at his eae is excellent meat, an 
nead of a large Cheven, the throat 
washed, is the best part of him, I 
0 more of this fish at the present, but 
catch the next you fish for. 
you may judge me too nice in urg- 
the Chub dressed so presently after 
* will commend to your considera- 
: rious former times have been in the 


er — 
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You shall read in Seneca’s Natura} 
tions, Lib. 3. Cap. 17, that the ancients 
so curious in the newness of their fish Wen, 
that seemed not new enough that wag at 
put alive into the guest’s hand; and he ,™t 
that to that end they did usually keep ne ; 
Tas 


living in glass bottles in their dining-r5, 
and they did glory much in their entertg;,; 
of friends, to have that fish taken from yj 
their table alive that was instantly to bet 
upon. And he says, they took great please 
to see their Mullets change to several co}, 
when they were dying. But enough of y. 
for I doubt I have stayed too long from giyi 
you some observations of the Trout, and yu 
to fish for him, which shall take up the ney of 
my spare time. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Observations of the Nature and Breedin of 
the Trout, and how to fish for him. And the 

Milk-maid’s Song. 
PIscATOR, 


THE Trout is a fish highly valued both jy 
this and foreign Nations: he may be justly 
said, as the old Poet said of wine, and 
English say of Venison, to be a generous fish, 
a fish that is so like the buck that he also ha 
his seasons; for it is observed, that he com 
in and goes out of season with the stag and 


7 “at 
lt 
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sner says, his name is of a German - 
‘and says he is a fish that feeds clean 
~. in the swiftest streams, and on the 
savel; and that he may justly con- 
all fresh-water fish, as the Mullet 
, all sea-fish for precedency and dain- 
te, and that being in right season, 
dainty palates have allowed prece- 
yefore I go farther in my discourse, 
sli you, that you are to observe, that 
he some barren does, that are good in 
so there be some barren Trouts that 
jn winter; but there are not many 
F 9, for usually they be in their per- 
n the month of May, and decline with 
.. Now you are to take notice, that 
al countries, as in Germany and in 
rts, compared to our’s, fish do differ 
their bigness, and shape, and other 
ad so do Trouts; it is well known that 
ake Leman, the Lake of Geneva, there 
its taken of three cubits long, as is 
by Gesner, a writer of good credit ; 
eator says, the Trouts that are taken 
ike of Geneva, are a great part of the 
lize of that famous City. And you 
to know, that there be certain 
breed Trouts remarkable both for 
mber and smallness. I know a little 
Kent, that breeds them to a number 
le, and you may take them twenty or 
an hour, but none greater than about 
of a Gudgeon ; there are also in divers 
especially that relate to, or be near to 
as Winchester, or the Thames about 


) 
Dien x 
\ 
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Windsor, a little Trout called a Samig 

Skegger-Trout,---in both which places [| _ 
caught twenty or forty at a standing,---th, wi 
bite as fast and as freely as Minnows , th! 
be by some taken to be young Salmons, bu 
those waters they never grow to be biggey that 
a Herring. “ty 

There is also in Kent near to Canterbupy 
Trout called there a Fordidge Trout, a Tho 
that bears the name of the town wher, « 
usually caught, that is accounted the Lares : 
fish; many of them near the bigness of 4 Sal 
mon, but known by their different colour, aug 
in their best season they cut very White; 
none of these have been known to be Cau) 
with an Angle, unless it were one tha, ° 
caught by Sir George Hastings, an CXCellen, 
Angler, and now with God; and he hath told 
me, he thought that Trout bit not for hungg 
but wantonness; and it is the rather to he}. 
lieved, because both he then, and many Other, 
before him, have been curious to search in 
their bellies, what the food was by which the 
lived: and have found out nothing by Which 
they may satisfy their curiosity. 

Concerning which you are to take noticg 
that it is reported by good authors, that grag. 
hoppers and some fish have no mouths, but ay 
nourished and take breath by the porousnesgs of 
their gills, man knows not how; and this mg 
be believed, if we consider that when the 1, 
ven hath hatched her eggs, she takes no fa, 
ther care, but leaves her young ones to th | 
care of the God of Nature, who is said in th — 
Psalms, (Psal. exlvii. 9.) ‘ To feed the youn — 
“ravens that call upon him.” And they hy 
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fed by a dew, or worms that 
ests, or some other ways that 
ow not; and this may be believ- 
ge Trout, which, as it is said 
erem. viii. 7.) that “‘ he knows 
o he knows his times, I think 
of coming into that river out of 
he lives, and, it is like, feeds, 
‘the year, and fasts three in the 
e. And you are to note that 
are very punctual in observing 
finning to fish for them; and 
at their river affords a Trout, 
thers. And just so does Sus- 
al fish; as namely, a Shel- 
yhichester Lobster, an Arundel 
Amerly Trout. 

*some confirmation of the For- 
you are to know that this Trout 
at nothing in the fresh water ; 
he better believed, because it is 
swallows and bats and wag- 
alled half-year birds, and not 
gland for six months in the 
t Michaelmas leave us for a 
yet some of them that have 
id their fellows, have been found 
s at atime, in hollow trees, or 
where they have been observed to 
out the whole winter without 
ertus observes, that there is 
+ that hath her mouth natu- 
out the end of August, and that 


a 


Fran. Bacon, Exper. $99. 
sel on Frogs, 
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she lives so all the winter: and though ica 
strange to some, yet it is known to too tt be 
among us to be doubted. hy 
And so much for these Fordidge 7, 
which never afford an Angler sport, but cithe 
live their time of being in the fresh wate, . 
their meat formerly gotten in the sea, no! 
like the swallow or frog, or by the Virtue 
the fresh water only; or as the bird of Dae 
dise, and the camelion are said to live by % | 
sun and the air. the 
There is also in Northumberland a 7, 
called a Bull-Trout, of a much greater len t 
and bigness, than any in these southern 
and there are in many rivers that relate tg th 
sea, Salmon-Trouts, as much different ,° 
others, both in shape and in their spots, ag 
see sheep in some countries differ one f, 
another in their shape and bigness, and jp th 
fineness of their wool: and certainly, as Som 
pastures breed larger sheep, so do some riya 
by reason of the ground over which they yy) 
breed larger Trouts. ’ 
Now the next thing that I will commeng 
your consideration is, that the Trout is of, 
more sudden growth than other fish: concen, 
ing which you are also to take notice, that he 
lives not so long as the Perch and divers othe, 
fishes do, as Sir Francis Bacon hath obserye 
in his History of Life and Death. : 
And next you are to take notice, that hej 
not like the crocodile, which if he lives neve 
so long, yet always thrives till his death: py 
tis not so with the Trout; for after he is com 
to his full growth, he declines in his body, anj 
keeps his bigness or thrives only in his hea 
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And you are to know, that he 
pecially before, the time of his 
t almost miraculously through 
od-gates against the streams ; 
such high and swift places as is 
. Next, that the Trout usu- 
ut October or November, but 
a little sooner or later: which 
yservable, because most other fish 
spring Or summer, when the sun 
both the earth and water, and 
or generation. And you are to 
ontinues many months out of 
may be observed of the Trout 
ike the buck or the ox, that will 
many months, though he go in the 
asture that horses do, which will 
month ; and so you may observe, 
‘fishes recover strength, and grow 
1 in season, than the Trout doth. 
you are to note, that till the sun 
height as to warm the earth and 
. the Trout is sick and lean, and 
wholesome: for you shall in 
to have a big head, and then 
d thin, and lean: at which time 
have sticking on them sugs, or 
ich is a kind of a worm, in shape 
or pin, with a big head, and sticks 
-and sucks his moisture; those I 
frout breeds himself, and never 
free himself from them, which 
yeather comes; and then, as he 
he gets from the dead, still 
harp streams, and the gravel, 
ibs off these worms or lice; and 
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then, as he grows stronger, so he gets him j 
swifter and swifter streams, and there lieg | 
the watch for any fly or Minnow, that ,, i 
near to him; and he especially loves the 

fly, which is bred of the cod-worm, or cage” 
and these makes the Trout bold and lusty, Sj 
he is usually fatter and better meat at the n 
of that month, than at any time of the ye aq 

Now you are to know, that it is Observe 
that usually the best Trouts are either yoq> 
yellow; though some, as the Fordidge Troy 
be white and yet good; but that is not ug,,) 
and it is a note observable, that the femal 
‘Trout hath usually a less head, and a dea 
body than the male Trout; and is usually the 
better meat: and note, that a hog-back, ang’ 
little head to either Trout, Salmon, o, ,.4 
other fish, is a sign that that fish is in seago, 

But yet you are to note, that as yoy See | 
some willows or palm-trees, bud and blossom, 
sooner than others do, so some ‘Trouts hy; 
rivers sooner in season: and as some holligs or 
oaks are longer before they cast their legy, 
so are some Trouts in rivers longer before they 
go out of season. 

And you are to note, that there are sever) 
kinds of Trouts ; but these several kinds are yy 
considered but by very few men, for they ¢, 
under the general name of Trouts : just ag pj, 
geons do in most places; though it is certajy 
there are tame and wild pigeons; and of th 
tame, there be helmits and runts, and carrie 
and cropers, and indeed too many to name, 
Nay, the Royal Society have found and py}. 
lished lately, that there be thirty and thre 
kinds of spiders ; and yet all, for anght I know, 
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e general name of spider. And 
any kinds of fish, and of Trouts 
ich differ in their bigness and 
andcolour. The great Kentish 
an instance compared to other 
ess there is a kind of small 
]never thrive to be big, that 
many more than others do that be 
which you may rather believe, 
that the little wren and titmonse 
ty young ones at atime, when 
hawk, or the musical thrassel 
xceed not four or five. 
you shall see me try my skill to 
and at my next walking, either 
or to-morrow morning, I will give 
n how you yourself shall fish for 


me, Master, I see now it is a 
- to catch a Trout than a Chub : 
ton patience, and followed you 
, and not seen a fish stir, neither 
yw nor your worm, 
, Scholar, you must endure worse 
ae, or you will never make a good 
ut what say you now? there is a 
and a good one too, if I can but 
d two or three turns more will tire 
w you see he lies still, and the sleight 
m: reach me that landing-net : so, 
$ mine own, what say you now ? 
orth all my labour and your pa- 


nm my word, Master, this is a gal- 

what shall we do with him? 

ry, ©’en eat him to supper : we’ll 
5 
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go to my Hostess, from whence we Came. 


told me, as I was going out of door, that the 


brother Peter, a good Angler and a ch thy 


Lep y 
companion, had sent word he would lodge thet 
to-night, and bring a friend with him, y* 
Hostess has two beds, and I know you ang! 
may have the best: we'll rejoice with m. | 
ther Peter and his friend, tell tales, or sin 

lads, or make a catch, or find some harml,. 
sport to content us, and pass away a little tiny 
without offence to God or man. ¢ 

Ven. A match, good Master: let’s 4, 
that house, for the linen looks white, and Smelly 
of lavender, and I long to lie ina pair of shee 
that smell so: let’s be going, good Master, Fe 
I am hungry again with fishing. y 

Pisc. Nay, stay a little, good Schola, I 
caught my last Trout with a worm, now | Wil 
put on a Minnow and try a quarter of an hy 
about yonder trees for another, and so walk 
wards our lodging. Look you, Scholar, the, 
about we shall have a bite presently, or not 
all. Have with,you, Sir! o’ my word I hay, 
hold of him. Oh it is a great logger-headg 
Chub; come, hang him upon that willow ty 
and let’s be going. But turn out of the way, 
little, good Scholar, towards yonder high honey. 
suckle hedge; there we’ll sit and sing whily 
this shower falls so gently upon the teen; 
earth, and gives yet a sweeter smell to th 
lovely flowers that adorn these verdant meg. 
dows. 

Look, under that broad beech-tree, I gy 
down when I was last this way a fishing, an] 
the birds in the adjoining grove seemed to hay 
a friendly contention with an echo, whose deaf 
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to live in a hollow tree, near to 
tprimrose-hill : there I sat viey-- 
eams glide silently towards 
tempestuous sea; yet some- 

by rugged roots and pebble- 
h broke their waves, and turned 
and sometimes I beguiled time 
harmless lambs, some leaping 
» cool shade, whilst others sport- 
in the cheerful sun; and saw 
comfort from the swollen udders 
gdams. As I thus sat, these 
ts had so fully possessed my soul 
that I thought, as the poet has 
sed it, 


pat time lifted above earth, 
7d joys not promis’d in my birth. 


his place, and entered into the 
cond pleasure entertained me ; it 
me Milk-maid that had not yet ai- 
h age and wisgom as to load her 
y fears of many things that will 
© many men too often do: but 
all care, and sung like a night- 
oice was good, and the ditty fitted 

hat smooth song which was made 
low, now at least fifty years ago: 
maid’s mother sung an answer to 
made by Sir Walter Raleigh in 


eee. j 

2 old-fashioned poetry, but choice- 
k much better than the strong 
€ now in fashion in this critical 
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both be a milking again. I will give hep 
Chub, and persuade them to Sing thoge thy 
songs to us. Wo 
God speed you, good woman! I have be 
a fishing, and am going to Bleak-Hall t. “0 
bed, and having caught more fish than wij wy 
myself and my friend, 1 will bestow this , Up 
you and your daughter, for I use to sell y) Oy 
} MintK-W. Marry, God requite you, 
} and we'll eat it cheerfully ; and if you ¢, R, 
\ this way a fishing two months hence, a g).% 
} of God Pll give you a syllabub of ney vw 
juice in a new-made hay-cock for it, ang,” 
vf Maudlin shall sing you one of her best ball, de 
for she and I both love all Anglers, they i} 
» such honest, civil, quiet men ; in the mean}; . 
a will you drink a draught of red cow’s milk; 
4 you shall have it freely. . 
rf Pisc. No, I thank you; but I pray q) a 
a courtesy that shall stand you and your dang), 
ter in nothing, and yet we will think OUrselyg, 
still something in your debt: it is but to gp, 
us a song, that was sung by your daughtey 
when I last passed over this meadow, ahoy 
eight or nine days since. 
Miix-W. What song was it, I pray? w,, 
it, Come, Shepherds, deck your herds? op, 4, 
at noon Dulcina rested? or, Philida flouts me? 
or, Chevy Chase? or, Johnny Armstrong? on, 
Troy Town? “ti 
Pisc. No, it is none of those: it is a sop 
that your daughter sung the first part, and yoy 
sung the answer to it. 
MILK-W. O, I know it now: I learned the 
first part in my golden age, when I was about 
the age of my poor daughter; and the latte 
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eed fits me best now, but two 
rs ago, when the cares of the world 
old of me: but you shall, God 
them both, and sung as well as we 

th love Anglers. Come, Maud- 
part to the gentlemen with a 


e with me, and be my Love, 

will all the pleasures prove 

leys, groves, or hills, or field, 
nd steepy mountains yield. 


e will sit upon the rocks, 

the Shepherds feed our flocks 
ivers, to whose falls 
birds sing madrigals. 


will make thee beds of roses, 

en a thousand fragrant posies, 
‘ flowers, and a kirtle 

Need all with leaves of myrile. 
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A sown made of the finest wool, 
Which from our pretty lambs we ee: 
pet eh lin’d choicely for the cold, 
With buckles of the purest gold. 


A belt of straw, and ivy-buds, 

With coral clasps and amber studs; 
And if these pleasures may thee move, 
Come live with me, and be my Love. 


Thy silver dishes for thy meat, 

4s precious as the Gods do eat, 
Shalt on an ivory table be 
Prepar’d each day for thee and me. 


The Shepherd-Swains shall dance and sing, 

For thy delight each May-morning: , 

Js these delights thy mind may move, 
hen live with me, and be my Love. 


Ven. Trust me, Master, it is achoice gop 
and sweetly sung by honest Maudlin. [| how 
see it was not without cause, that our goad 
Queen Elizabeth did so often wish herself 
milk-maid all the month of May, because thet 
are not troubled with fears and cares, but sin 
sweetly all the day, and sleep securely all the 
night: and, without doubt, honest, innocent 
pretty Maudlin does so. 1’ll bestow Sir Thomas 
Overbury’s milk-maid’s wish upon her, “ That 
“ she may die in the spring, and being dead 
“ may have good store of fiowers stuck round 
<¢ about her winding sheet.” 


THE MILK-MAID’S MOTHER’S 
ANSWER. 


If all the world and love were young, 
And truth in every Shepherd’s tongue, 
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leasures might me move 
ee, and be thy Love. 


es flocks from field to fold, 
rage, and rocks grow cold, 

mel becom’ th dumb, 

ains of care to come. 


0 hea and wanton fields 
d Winter reckoning er ite, 
igne, a heart of gall, 
spring, but sorrow’s fail. 


thy shoes, thy beds of roses, 
hy kirtle, and thy posies, 

t, Soon wither, soon forgotten; 
an reason rotien. 


\f straw, and ivy-buds, 

clasps, and améer studs, 
nme no Means can move 
o thee, and be thy Love. 


ld we talk of dainties then, 
meat than’s fit for men 2 

but vain: that’s only good 
hath blest, and sent for food. 


youth last, and love still breed, 
date, nor age no need ; 
delights my mind might MOVEs 
thee, and be thy love. 


Well, Ihave done my song ; but 
glers, for I will make Maudlin 
e short song more. Maudlin, 
ig that you sung last night, when 
the shepherd played so purely 
pipe to you and your cousin Betty. 
will, mother. 


APE? ee Ba, ee ee 


etal 


te 
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I married awife of late, 
The more’s my unhappy fate: 
i married her for love, 
As my fancy did me Moves, 
And not for a worldly estate. 


But oh! the green sickness 
Soon changed her likeness ; 
ind all her beauty did fail: 
But *tis not 80, 
With those that go, 
Through frost and snow, 
As all men know, 
And carry the milking pail. 


Pisc. Well sung, good woman; [ th 
you; I’ll give you another dish of fish onl : 
these days, and then beg another song of 
Come, Scholar, let Maudlin alone ; do not “ 
offer to spoil her voice. Look, yonder cal 
mine Hostess, to eall us to supper. How no 7 
is my brother Peter come? "7 
Hosr. Yes, and a friend with him; 4 
are both glad to hear that you are in Be 
parts, and long to see you, and long to be 7 
supper, for they be very hungry. 7 


CHAPTER V. 


More Directions how to fish for, and how t 
make for the Trout an Artificial Minnoy 
and Flies, with some Merriment. 


Pisc. WELL met, brother Peter: I heard 
you and a friend would lodge here to-night, 
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made me to bring my friend to 
‘My friend is one that would 
of the Angle; he hath been 
is day, and [ have taught him 
a Chub by daping with a grass- 
he Chub he caught was a lusty 
inches long. But pray, bro- 
yho is your companion ? 

Brother Piscator, my friend is an 
ryman, and his name is Coridon, 
ownright witty companion, that 
purposely to be pleasant and eat a 
have not yet wetted my line since 
ether; but I hope to fit him with a 
is breakfast, for ’ll be early up. 
wy, brother, you shall not stay so 
ok you, here is a Trout 


ix reasonable bellies. Come, Host- 
presently, and get us what other 
use will afford, and give us some 
barley-wine, the good liquor that 
forefathers did use to drink of; the 
h preserved their health, and made 
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them live so long, and to do so Many , 
deeds, 8004 
Prrer. O’my word this Trout is pepp,, 
season. Come, ! thank you; and here Ch iy 
hearty draught to you, and to all the broth. a 
of the Angle wheresoever they be, and 4, t's 
young brother’s goed.fortune to-morrow ; } wit ' 
furnish him with a rod, if you will furnig, ne 
with the rest of the tackling: we will sep, 
up and make him a fisher. ty 
And I will tell him one thing for }j, 
couragement, that his fortune hath mad, he 
happy to be scholar to such a master; q,_ 
ter that knows as much both of the nature a 
breeding of fish as any man; and can algo te 
him as well how to catch and cook them, fro 
the Minnow to the Salmon, as any that | onl 
met withal. " 
Pisc. Trust me, brother Peter, I find m 
scholar to be so suitable to my own humony 
which is to be free, and pleasant, and civ}, 
merry, that my resolution is to hide nothiy 
that I know from him. Believe me, Schola, . 
this is my resolution; and so here’s to yoy , 
hearty draught, and to all that love US, and 
the honest art of Angling. : 
VEN. Trust me, good Master, you shajj 
not sow your seed in barren ground, for I hone 
to return you an increase answerable to yoy 
hopes; but however you shall find me bp. 
dient, and thankful, and serviceable to my beg 
ability. 
Sie. Tis enough, honest Scholar, come, 
let’s to supper. Come, my friend Coridon, 
this Trout looks lovely, it was twenty-two 
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it was taken, and the belly of it 
art of it as yellow as a marigold, 
as white as alily ; and yet, me- 
better in this good sauce. 
Indeed, honest friend, it looks 
s well: I thank you for it, and 
end Peter, or else he is to blame. 
;, and so I do, we all thank you ; 
have supped, I will get my friend 
ing you a song for requital. 

ill sing a song, if any body will 
:; else, to be plain with you, I will 
I am none of those that sing for 
for company: I say, “’Tis merry 
n men sing all.” 
{ll promise you I’ll sing a song that 
made at my request, by Mr. Wil- 
one that hath made the choice 
e Hunter in his Career, and of Tom 
_and many others of note; and this 
ng is in praise of Angling. 

d then mine shall be the praise of 
n’s life: what will the rest sing 


will promise you I will sing another 
zise of Angling to-morrow night ; for 
‘part till then, but fish to-morrow, 
gether, and the next day every man 
, and fall to his business. 
Tis a match; and I will provide 
or acatch against then too, which 
ome addition of mirth to the com- 
we will be civil and as merry as 


samatch, my Masters; let’s e’en 
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say grace, and turn to the fire, drink the 
cup to wet our whistles, and so sing ay, "et 
sad thoughts. 7% 
_ Come on, my Masters, who begins ? | th; 
it is best to draw cuts, and avoid Contentio “ak 
__ Per. It is a match.---Look, the shortes, ; 
falls to Coridon. out 
Cor. Well then, I will begin, for } h 
contention. + 


CORIDON’S SONG, 


Oh the sweet contentment 
The countryman doth find ! . 
leigh trolie lotlie loe, 
Heigh trolie tollie lee, 
That quiet contemplation 
Possesseth all my mind: 
Then care away, 
dnd wend along with me. 


For courts are full of flattery, 

ais hath too aft been tried ; 
feigh trolie lotlie loe, &e. 

Lhe city full of wantonness, 

And both are full of pride: 
Then care away, Sc. 


But oh! the honest countryman 
Speaks truly from his heart, 
Aleigh trolie lollie loe, §c. 
His pride is in his titlage, 
His horses and his cart: 
Then care qway, §c. 


Our clothing is good sheep-skins, 
Grey russet for our wives, 
eigh trolie lollie loe, ec. 
°Tis warmth and not gay clothing 
That doth prolong our lives: 
Lhen care away, Se. 
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rolie lollie loe, &c. 
or so merrily, — 
his time away: 

VE AWAY, FC. 


ense our tillage, 

s afford us showers; 
rolie lollie loe, &c. . 
r sweet refreshments 
affords us bowers: 
re AWAY, Fc. 


00 and the nightingale 
ryily do sing, 

trolie lollie loe, &c. 

th their pleasant roundelays 
elcome to the spring: 

care away, §c. 


ot half the happiness 

TYMAN enjoys ; 

rolie lollie loe, &c. 
thers think they have as much, 
hat says so lies: 

comé away, 

countryman with me. 

Jo. CHALKHILL. 


lJ sung, Coridon ; this song was 
ttle, and it was chvicely fitted to 
I shall love you for it as long 
1: 1 would you were a brother of 
or a companion that is cheerful, 
swearing and scurrilous dis- 
orth gold. I love such mirth as 
friends ashamed to look upon 
t morning ; nor men that can- 
r it, to repent the money they 
they be warmed with drink: and 
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take this for a rule, you may Pick oy 
times and such companies, that you may Such 
yourselves merrier for a little than a ereat ke 
of money ; for “It is the company, ang 

‘“« the charge, that makes the feast :” ang ce 
a companion you prove, | thank you for i Neh 

But I will not compliment you out of 

debt that I owe you; and therefore | the 
begin my song, and wish it may be gy, 
liked. el 


THE ANGLER’S SONG. 


As inward love breeds outward talk, 
The hound some praise, and some the hawp. 
Some better pleas’d with private sport, ; 
Use tennis, some a mistress court: 

But these delights I neither wish, 

Nor envy, while I freely fish. 


Who hunts, doth oft in danger ride ; 
Who hawks, lures oft both far and wide ; 
Who uses games, shall often prove 
A loser; but who falls in love, 

Is fettered in fond Cupid’s snare : 

My Angle breeds me no such care. 


Of recreation there is none : 
So free as fishing is alone ; 
Alt other pastimes do no less 
Than mind and body both possess : 
My hand alone my work can do, 
So I can fish and study too. 


I care not, I, to fish in seas, 
Fresh rivers best my mind do please ; 
Whose sweet calin course I contemplate, 
And seek in life to imitate: 
In civil bounds I fain would keep, 
And for my past offences weep. 
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e timorous Trout I watt 

he devours my bait, 

ng sometimes I find 
agreedy mind: 

me bite, I praise the wise, 
gin alluremcnts ne’er surprise. 


rh while I fish I fast, 
d fortune my repast, 

to my friend invite, 
ore than that delight: 
ore welcome to my dish, 
my Angle was my fish. 


ntent no prize to take, 
taken prize to make: 

Lord was pleased when 

ade fishers of men? 

hich is in no other game, 
may fish and praise his name. 


nen that our Saviour dear 
to wait upon him here, 

s were, and fish the last 
at he on earth did taste: 
re sirive to follow those, 
to follow him hath chose. 


il sung, brother: you have paid 
ood coin; we Anglers are all be- 
e good man that made this song. 
s, give us more ale, and let’s 


let’s every one go to bed, that we 
rly : but first let’s pay our reckon- 
iil have nothing to hinder me in 
for my purpose is to prevent the 


match: come, Coridon, you are 
d-fellow : I know, brother, you and 
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your scholar will lie together; but whe, 
we meet to-morrow night? for my frieng Sha} 
don and I will go up the water towards y°M™ 

Pisc. And my scholar and I will go a. 
towards Waltham. mn 

Cor. Then let’s meet here; for here 
fresh sheets that smell of lavender, ang 
sure we cannot expect better meat oy beam 
usage in any place. Tey 

Per. ’Tisa match. Good night to ey 
body. " 

Pisc. And so say I. 

VEN. And so say I. 

Pisc. Good morrow, good Hostess ; 7 
my brother Peter is still in bed: Come, ,. 
my scholar and me a morning-drink, anq a 
of meat to breakfast ; and be sure to get ao." 
dish of meat or two against supper, for we chal 
come home as hungry as hawks. Come, sat : 
lar, let’s be going. . 

VEN. Well now, good Master, as we wal 
towards the river give me direction, accordin 
to your promise, how | shall fish for a Troy 

Pisc. My honest Scholar, I will take this ; 
very convenient opportunity to do it. 

The Trout is usually caught with a worm 
or a Minnow, which some call a penk, or With 
a fly, viz. either a natural or an artificial fy. 
concerning which three I will give you som 
observations and directions. 

And, first, for worms: of these there fp 
very many sorts ; some breed only in the earth 
as the earth-worm ; others of or amongst plants 
as the dug-worm ; and others breed either out 
of excrements, or in the bodies of living cre. 
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horns of sheep or deer ; or some. 
the maggot or gentle, and 


be most of them’ particularly 
ular fishes: but for the Trout, 
hich some also call the lob- 
. brandling, are the chief; and 
first for a great Trout, and the 
sss. ‘Lhere be also of lob-worms 
squirrel-tails, a worm that has a 

k down the back, and a broad 
noted to be the best, because 
oughest and most lively, and live 
ater: for you are to know, that 
is but a dead bait, and like to 
compared to a lively, quick, 
and for a brandling, he is 
_in an old dunghill, or some very 
ear to it: but most usually in 
hog’s-dung, rather than _horse- 
‘somewhat too hot and dry for 
3ut the best of them are to be 
ark of the tanners, which they 
ips after they have used. it about 


lso divers other kinds of worms, 
our and shape alter even as the 
vhich they are got ; as the marsh- 
tag-tail, the flag-worm, the dock- 
ak-worm, the gilt-tail, the twachel 
which of all others is the most 
ra Salmon; and too many to 
many sorts as some think there 
herbs or shrubs, or of several 
in the air; of which I shall say 
tell you that, what worms soever 
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you fish with, are the better for being 
scoured, that is, long kept before they ph, te 
and in case you have not been so Proviqntt 
then the way to cleanse and scour them quel 
ly, is to put them all night in water, if gh), ick. 
lob-worms, and then put them into you, te 
with fennel; but you must not put your bray 
lings above an hour in water, and then put hit 
into fennel for sudden use; but if you a 
time, and purpose to keep them long, they ie 
be best preserved in an earthen pot with ,? 
store of moss, which is to be fresh every th 
or four days in summer, and every Wee 
eight days in winter ; or at least the moss tale 
from them, and clean washed,’ and wryy, 
twixt your hands till it be dry, and then mu i 
to them again. And when your worms, es 
cially the brandling, begins to be sick anqj," 
of his bigness, then you may recover him, 
putting a little milk or cream, about a Spooe 
ful in a day, into them by drops on the Mogg. 
and if there be added to the cream ap egy 
beaten and boiled in it, then it will both fy; 
and preserve them long. And note, that wh 
the knot, which is near to the middle of 
brandling, begins to swell, then he is sick, ang 
if he be not well looked to, is near dying, Ayj 
for moss you are to note, that there be dives 
kinds of it, which I could name to you, py 
will only tell you, that that which is likes 
buck’s horn is the best, except it be soft whit. 
moss, which grows on some heaths, and is hay 
to be found. And note, that in a very dy 
time, when you are put to an extremity fp 
worms, walnut-tree leaves squeezed into water, 
or salt in water, to make it bitter or salt, anj 
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poured on the ground, where 

orms are used to rise in the 
hem to appear above ground 

you may take notice, some 
r, put into your bag with your 

s, gives them a strong and so 

ll, that the fish fare the worse 

etter for it. 

shall shew you how to bait your 

orm, so as shall prevent you 

uble, and the loss of many a 

1 you fish for a Trout with a 

t is to say, when you fish for 

t the ground: I will direct you 

nly as I can, that you may not 


be a big lob-worm, put your 
somewhat above the middle, and 
tle below the middle; having so 
ur worm above the arming of 
ut note, that at the entering of 
nust not be at the head-end of the 
he tail-end of him, that the point 
may come out toward the head- 
og drawn him above the arming 
then put the point of your hook 
very head of the worm, till it 
the place where the point of the 
me out; and then draw back that 
vm that was above the shank or 
- hook, and so fish with it. And 
fish with two worms, then put 
before you turn back the hook’s 
t worm: you cannot lose above 
orms before you attain to what 

and haying attained it, you will 
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find it very useful, and thank me foy j f 
you will ron on the ground without tangling & 
Now for the Minnow or penk: he is 
easily found and caught till March, 4, "0 
April, for then he appears first in the rive a 
ture having taught him to shelter and hide } Be 
self in the winter in ditches that be near 4, aa 
- river, and there both to hide and _ keep hims i 
warm in the mud or in the weeds, whic, “d 
not so soon as in a running river, in Whig 
place if he were in winter, the distempeng 
tioods that are usually in that season, Would 
suffer him to take no rest, but carry him heag 
long to mills and wears to his confusion, ‘i 
of these Minnows, first you are to know, that 
the biggest size is not the best; and next ¢ be 
the middle size and the whitest are the hey. 
and then you are to know, that your Minn 
must be so put on your hook, that it must ty 
round when ’tis drawn against the stream , and 
that it may turn nimbly, you must put it oy < 
big-sized hook, as 1 shall now direct you, Which 
is thus. Put your hook in at his mouth ay 
out at his gill, then having drawn your hook 
two or three inches beyond or through his gij 
put it again into his mouth, and the point and 
beard out at his tail, and then tie the hook ang 
his tail about very neatly with a white thread, 
which will make it the apter to turn quick jp 
the water: that done, pull back that part of 
your line which was slack when you did py 
your hook into the Minnow the second time: ] 
say, pull that part of your line back so that jt 
shall fasten the head, so that the body of the 
Minnow shall be almost straight on your hook; 
this done, try how it will turn by drawing jt 


i 
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or against a stream, and if it 
bly, then turn the tail a litile 
left hand, and try again, till it 
for if not, you are in danger to 
: for know, that it is impossible 
turn too quick: and you are yet 
in case you want a Minnow, then 
| or a Stickle-bag, or any other 
t will turn quick, will serve as 
are yet to know, that you may 
by that means keep them ready 
three or four days or longer ; 
bay-salt is the best. 
me tell you, what many old 
right well, that at some times, 
ters, a Minnow is not to be got; 
let me tell you, I have,---which 
‘you,---an artificial Minnow, that 
out as well as an artificial fly, 
by a handsome woman that 
nd, and a live Minnow lying by 
uld or body of the Minnow was _ 
yught upon or over it thus with 4 
ack of it with very sad French 
nd paler green silk towards the 
wed as perfectly as you can 
you see a Minnow ; the belly 
also with a needle, and it was 2 
silk, and another part of it with 
the tail and fins were of a quill, 
en thin; the eves were of two 
ads, and the head was so shadow- 
it so curiously wrought, and so 
nbled, that it would beguile any 
rout in a swift stream. And 
will now shew you ; ee here 
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itis; and if you like it, lend it you, toy 
two or three made by it, for they be e ae 
carried about an Angler, and be of exe) iy 
use ; for note, that a large Trout will com ent 
fiercely at a Minnow, as the highest meti}es 
hawk doth seize on a partridge, or a greyho 
on a hare. 1 have been told that 160 Ming 
have been found in a Trout’s belly ; either qe 
Trout had devoured so many, or the mille” 
that gave it a friend of mine, had forced thee’ 
down his throat after he had taken him, ™ 
Now for flies, which are the third bait whe 
with Trouts are usually taken. You ante : 
know, that there are so many sorts of flies 
there be of fruits: I will name you but gp 
of them, as the dun-fly, the stone-fly, the Be 
fly, the moor-fly, the tawny-fly, the shell : 
the cloudy or blackish-fly, the flag-fly, the vie 
fly: there be of flies, caterpillars, and cank As 
flies, and bear-fiies, and indeed too many eith 
for me to name or for you to remember; Be 
their breeding is so various and wonderful, tha 
I might easily amaze myself and tire you in 
relation of them. f 
And yet I will exercise your promised pq. 
tience by saying a little of the caterpillar, » 
the palmer-fly or worm, that by them you THe 
guess, what a work it were in a discourse by 
to run over those very many flies, worms, and 
little living creatures with which the sun an 
summer adorn and beautify the river banks 
and meadows, both for the recreation and cop. 
templation of us Anglers; pleasures which, | 
think, myself enjoy more than any other man 
that is not of my profession. 
Pliny holds an opinion, that many haye 
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th or being from a dew, that in the 
Is upon the leaves of trees; and that 
nds of them are from a dew left upon 
. flowers; and others from a dew left 
eworts or cabbages : all which kinds of 
ing thickened and condensed, are by 
's generative heat most of them hatched, 
hee days made living creatures > and 
‘several shapes and colours; some being 
tough, some smooth and soft; some 
in their head, some in their tail, 
none: some have hair, some none : 
e sixteen feet, some less, and some 
e ; but as our Topsel * hath with great 
bserved, those which have none, 
the earth, or upon broad leaves, 
being not unlike to the waves of 
Some of them he also observes to be 
he eggs of other caterpillars, and that 
\eir time, turn to be butterflies; and 
heir eggs turn the following year 
illars. And some affirm, that every 
rticular fly or caterpillar, which 
| feeds. I have seen, and may 
m it, a green caterpillar, or worm, 
small peascod, which had fourteen 
m the belly, four under the neck, 
e tail. It was found on a hedge 
i was taken thence, and put into a 
_a little branch or two of privet 
hich I saw it feed as sharply as 
a bone: it lived thus five or six 
rived, and changed the colour two 
les; but, by some neglect in the 


8 History of Serpents. 
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keeper of it, it then died, and did not tury , 
fly: but if it had lived, it had doubtless ty, 78 
to one of those flies that some call flies of pel 
which those that walk by the rivers, may , 
summer see fasten on smaller flies, ahd | thinks 
make them their food. And it is obseryay> 
that as there be these flies of prey which hy 
very large, so there be others very little, ong, 
ed, I think, only to feed them, and breed oy; 7 
I know not what; whose life, they say, nat,” 
intended not to exceed an hour, and 
life is thus made shorter by other flies 
cident. : 

It is endless to tell you what the Curioy 

: ; ‘ 8 

searchers into nature’s productions have 
served of these worms and flies: but yet I shay 
tell you what Aldrovandus, our ‘lopsel, an 
others say of the palmer-worm or Caterpillay. 
that whereas others content themselves to fog 
on particular herbs or leaves,---for most thj 
those very leaves that gave them life and sha 
give them a particular feeding and noupig)’ 
ment, and that upon them they usually abjqe. 
--yet he observes, that this is called a pilgrin 
or palmer-worm, for his very wandering |ig, 
and various food; not contenting himself, a, 
others do, with any one certain place for bj, 
abode, nor any certain kind of herbs or floweyg 
for his feeding ; but will boldly and disordey 
wander up and down, and not endure to he 
kept to a diet, or fixed to a particular place, 

Nay, the very colours of caterpillars are, 
as one has observed, very elegant and beauti. 
ful: I shall, for a taste of the rest, describe 
one of them, which I will sometime the next 
month shew you feeding on a willow-tree, and 
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him punctually to answer this 
on ; his lips and mouth somewhat 
es black as jet, his forehead pur- 
and hinder parts green, his tail 
nd black, the whole body stained 

f red spots which run along the 
Ider-blade, not unlike the form of 
7s cross, or the letter X, made 
se, and a white line drawn down 
is tail ; all which add much beauty 
hole body. And it is to me observa- 
at a fixed age this caterpillar gives 
at, and towards winter comes to be 
ver with a strange shell or crust, 
Aurelia, and so lives a kind of dead 
ut eating all the winter*; and, as 
‘several kinds turn to be several kinds 
vermin the spring following, so this 
then turns to be a painted butterfly. 
come, my Scholar, you see the river 
morning walk, and I will falso here 
iscourse ; only as we sit down under 
kle hedge, whilst I look a line to 
at our brother Peter hath lent you, 
a little confirmation of what I have 
ut the observation of Du Bartas. 


contented to cach kind to give,+ 

fuse the virtue generative, 

ower made many creatures breed 
tes without Venus’ deed. 


humour breeds the salamander, 
fect, like to her birth’s commander, 


‘ix Fra. Bacon, Exper. 728 and 29, in his 
ory. 
Du Bartas. 
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With child with hundred winters, with her touch 
Quencheth the fire though glowing ne’er so much 


So in the fire in burning furnace springs 

‘ The fly Perausta with the fiaming wings ; 
Without the fire it dies, in it it joys, 
Living in that which all things else destroys, 


So slow Bootes underneath him sees* 

In th? icy islands goslings hatch’d of trees, 
Whose fruitful leaves falling inio the water, 
Are turn’d, tis known, to living fowls soon afte, 


So rotten planks of broken ships do change 
To barnacles. O transformation strange! 
Twas first a green tree, then a broken hull, 
Lately a mushroom, now a flying gull. 


Ven. O my good Master, this morning y 
has been spent to my great pleasure and wo 
der: but, I pray, when shall | have yoy; ai 
rection how to make artificial flies, like to tho. 
that the Trout loves best, and also how to au 
them ? Se 

Pisc. My honest Scholar, it is now pay 
five of the clock, we will fish till nine, and then 
go to breakfast. Go you to yonder sycamoyg 
tree, and hide your bottle of drink under the 
hollow root of it: for about that time, and j, 
that place, we will make a brave breakfast wig, 
a piece of powdered beef, and a radish or two 
that I have in my fish-bag; we shall, [ way 
rant you, make a good, honest, wholesome 
hungry breakfast, and I will then give you q. 
rection for the making and using of your flies. 
and in the mean time there is your rod an — 
line ; and my advice is, that you fish as yoy | 


* View Gerh. Herbal and Camden. 


4° 


Ye games! 
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ty which can catch the 


ye a, Magee: I will observe | 
our directions, as far’ as I am 


you, Scholar, you see b haye 
fh: I now see it is a Trout; I 
net under him, and touch not my 
do, then we break all. Well 
thank you. 

ther. ‘Trust me I have ano- 
holar, come lay down your 
to land this as you did the 
uh shall be sure to have a 


k you, Scholar, I have ano- 
» as you did before. And now 
at another. Oh me! he has 


and a good Trout too. 
y, the Trout is not lost; for pray 
o man can lose what he never 


ster, I can neither catch with the 
nd angle: I have no fortune. 

ok you, Scholar, I have yet ano- 
having caught three brace of 
tell you a short tale as we walk 
reakfast: A scholar, a preacher 
that was to preach to procure 
on of a parish, that he might be 
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posed it ; and though the borrower of it Preaw’ 
ed it word for word as it was at first, yer i a 
utterly disliked as it was preached by yy," 
cond to his congregation: which the ‘se, & 
borrower complained of to the lender of it On. | 
was thus answered: “I lent you indeed 
“« fiddle, but not my fiddle-stick ; for yo a 
“to know, that every one cannot make maga 
“ with my words, which are fitted for my , © 
“ mouth.” And so, my Scholar, you are } 
know, that as the ill pronunciation or jj) = 
centing of words in a sermon spoils it, go ¢ . 
ill carriage of your line, or not fishing even, 
a foot in a right place, makes you lose you; iy 
bour: and you are to know, that though y. 
have my fiddle, that is, my ie rod and tack 
lings with which you see | catch fish, yet Yon 
have not my fiddlestick ; that is, you yet have 
not skill to know how to carry your hand and 
line, nor how to guide it to a right place: a, 
this must be taught you,---for you are toy, 
member I told you Angling is an art,-—-eithep 
by practice, or a long observation, or both 
But take this for a rule, when you fish fop i 
Trout with a worm, let your line have so much 
and no more lead than will fit the stream jy 
which you fish ; that is to say, more in a great 
troublesome stream than in a smaller that jg 
quieter ; as near as may be, so much as yi} 
sink the bait to the bottom, and keep it still ip 
motion, and not more. 

But now let’s say grace and fall to break. 
fast: what say you, Scholar, to the providence 
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yler? Does not this meat taste 
not this place well chosen to 
s sycamore-tree will shade us 
heat. 


f true which devout Lessius says, 
men, and those that fast often, have 

pleasure in eating than rich men 
ms, that always feed before their 
are empty of their last meat, and 
ore: for by that means they rob 
f that pleasure that hunger brings 
1.” And I do seriously approve 
ig of yours, “ that you would ra- 

ivil, well-governed, well-ground- 
ite, poor Angler, than a drunken 
tI hope there is none such ; how- 
ertain of this, that I have been at 
tly dinners that have not afford- 
e content that this has done, for 
God and you. 
good Master, proceed to your 
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promised direction for making and ordering 
artificial fly. < y 
Pisc. My honest Scholar, I will do it, § 
it is a debt due unto you by my promise ,’, 
because you shall not think yourself mop, a 
gaged to me than indeed you really are, ; wil 
freely give you such directions as were late] 
given to me by an ingenious brother of the ,7 
gle, an honest man, and a most, excellent fi, 
fisher. y 
You are to note, that there are twelve ,i, q 
of artificial made-flies to angle with upoy a 
top of the water: note by the way, tha: 4° 
fittest season of using these, is a blusterins 
windy day, when the waters are so troubles 
that the natural fly cannot be seen, or regt Upo 
them, The first is the dun-fly in March; the 
body is made of dun wool, the wings of the 
partridge’s feathers. The second is ANothep 
dun-fiy ; the body of black wool, and the wi, § 
made of the black drake’s feathers, and of the 
feathers under his tail. The third is the stong. 
fly in April ; the body is made of black woo) 
made yellow under the wings, and under the 
tail, and so made with wings of the drake, Th 
fourth is the ruddy-fiy in the beginning of Ma F 
the body made of red wool wrapt about with 
black silk, and the feathers are the wings of 
the drake, with the feathers of a red capon also, 
which hang dangling on his sides next to the 
tail. The fifth is the yellow or greenish-fiy, in 
May likewise ; the body made of yellow wool, 
and the wings made of the red cock’s hackle op 
tail. The sixth is the black-fly, in May also : 
the body made of black wool, and lapped about 
with the herl of a peacock’s tail; the wings 
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ings of a brown capon, with 
in his head. The seventh is 
in June ; the body is made 

’ a yellow list on either side, 
taken off the wings of a buzzard, 
k braked hemp. The eighth is 
ly ; made with the body of duskish 
e wings made of the blackish mail 
‘The ninth is the tawny-fly, good 
iddle of June; the body made of 

the wings made contrary one 
ther, made of the whitish mail of 


he shell-fly, good in mid July; the 
greenish wool} lapped about with 
peacock’s tail, and the wings made 
of the buzzard. The twelfth is 
fly, good in August; the body 
lack wool, lapped about with black 
igs are made with the mail of the 
‘with a black head. Thus have 
f flies likely to betray and con- 
Trouts in the river. 

lext give you some other directions 
g, such as are given by Mr. Thomas 
entleman that hath spent much time 
but I shall do it with a little varia- 


‘ 3 
: ie best to be of two pieces: and 
line exceed,---especially for three 
next to the hook,---I say, not ex- 
our hairs at the most, though 
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you may fish a little stronger above j; 
upper part of your line; but if you can 
to angle with one hair, you shall have : 
rises, and catch more fish. Now you Must jy 
sure not to cumber yourself with too lon 
line, as most do ; and before you begin to anyy* 
cast to have the wind on your back, ang 
sun, if it shines, to be before you, and to , 
down the stream; and carry the point op 4, 
of your rod downward, by which meang the 
shadow of yourself and rod too will be the Jeng 
offensive to the fish ; for the sight of any shad. 
amazes the fish, and spoils your sport, of which 
you must take great care. : 

In the middle of March, till which time 
man should not in honesty catch a Trout, OV in 
April, if the weather be dark, or a little wing 
or cloudy, the best fishing is with the palmey 
worm, of which I last spoke to you; but, 
these there be divers kinds, or at least of divers 
colours: these and the May-fly are the ground 
of all fly-angling, which are to be thus mage. 

First, you must arm your hook with th 
line in the inside of it ; then take your scisso), 
and cut so much of a brown mallard’s feathey 
as in your own reason will make the wings of 
it, you having withal regard to the bigness 
littleness of your hook; then lay the outmogy 
part of your feather next to your hook, the 
the point. of your feather next the shank of 
your hook; and having so done, whip it three 
or four times about the hook with the same silk 
with which your hook was armed ; and hayi 
made the silk fast, take the hackle of a cock oy 
eapon’s neck, or a plover’stop, which is usually 
better ; take off the one side of the feather, and 


attain 


h the 
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ackle, silk, or crewel, gold or 
make these fast at the bent of 
is to say, below your arming ; 
t take the hackle, the silver or 
d work it up to the wings, shift- 
moving your finger, as you turn 
he hook; and still looking at 
rn, that your gold, or what ma- 
ou make your fiy-of, do lie 
; and if you find they do so, 
uu have made the head, make all 
en work your hackle up to the 
ake that fast: and then with a 
n divide the wing into two, and 
arming silk whip it about cross- 
the wings, and then with your 
aust turn the point of the feather 
bent of the hook, and then work 
mes about the shank of the hook, 
the proportion, andif all be neat 
ig, fasten. 

no direction can be given to 
a dull capacity able to maké a 
yet I know, this, with a little 

elp an ingenious Angler in a 
but to see a fly made by an artist 
is the best teaching to make it. 

ingenious Angler may walk by 

mark what flies fall on the water 
catch one of them, if he see the 

at a fly of that kind; and then 

s hooks ready hung with him, and 
also always with him, with bear’s 

hair of a brown or sad-coloured 

3 of a cock or a capon, several co- 

id crewel to make the body of the 


there, nor indeed from under this tree ; fo, 
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fly, the feathers of a drake’s head, 
brown sheep’s wool, or hog’s wool, or , 
thread of gold and of silver; silk of seyg,.7%lt, 
lours, especially sad-coloured, to make th Co, 
head; and there be also other coloured fers 
both of little birds and of speckled fow] athens 
having those with him in a bag, and tryi Say, 
make a fiy, though he miss at first, yet g, ro 
at last hit it better, even to such a perfertte 
as none can well teach him; and if he i \, 
make his fly right, and have the luck A 
also where there is store of Trouts, a dark, hit 
and a right wind, he will catch snch gto, 
them, as will encourage him to grow mo 
more in love with the art of fly-making, 
VEN. But, my loving Master, if any ,: 
will not serve, then I wish I were in 13. 
to buy a good wind of one of the honest Witch 
that sell so many winds there, and so ches, 
Pisc. Marry, Scholar, but I would not 


/ 


how it begins to rain ; and by the clouds if 
mistake not, we shall presently have a smok 
ing shower, and therefore sit close ; this gy... 
more-tree will shelter us: and I wiil tel] 4, 
as they shall come into my mind, more ofue 
vations of fly-fishing for a Trout. | 
But, first, for the wind : you are to take no. 
tice, that of the winds the south wind is said 
be best. One observes, that 


wneaceren When the wind is south, 
It blows your bait into a fish’s mouth, 


Next to that, the west wind is believed » 
be the best: and having told you that the ey 
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, 1 need not tell you which 
in the third degree. And yet, 
rves that “ he that considers 
ver sow ;”’ so he that busies 
about them, if the weather 
extreme cold by an east wind, 
uperstitious: for as it is ob- 
, that there is no good horse of 
o I have observed, that if it be 
not. extreme cold, let the 
corner it will, and do its worst, 
ind yet take this for a rule, 
y fish standing on the lee- 
are to take notice, that the fish 
arer the bottom, and in deeper 
- than in summer; and also 
m in a cold day, and then gets 
de of the water. 
ised to tell you more of the fly- 
ut, which I may have time 
* you see it rains May butter. 
fly, you may make his body 
oured crewel, or willowish co- 
g it in most places with waxed 
with black hair, or some of them 
thread ; and such wings for 
you see the fly to have at that 
, that very day, on the water. 


ick ground, and the brown of a 
ther for the wings; and you are 

se two are most excellent flies, 
fly and the oak-fly. And let 
you that you keep as far from 
you can possibly, whether you. 
or worm, and fish down the 


<n 
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stream ; and when you fish with a fly, if tc 
possible, let no part of your line touch thet be 
ter, but your fly only; and be sti mont 
your fly upon the water, or Casting jt inset 
water, you yourself being also always 4 the 
down the stream. Mr. Barker comme, "lp 
veral sorts of the palmer-flies, not oy} 
ribbed with silver and gold, but ot, 
have their bodies all made of black 


» 0 
with red, and a red hackle; you ima. ° 


niguni a 
make the hawthorn-fly, which is all black alg 
not big, but very small, the smaller the betta! 
or the oak-fly, the body of which is orang, 
lour aud black crewel, with a brown wip, 
a fly made with a peacock’s feather, is eve 
lent in a bright day. You must be Sure aL 
want not in your magazine-bag the Peacorpe 
feather, and grounds of such wool and creyy 
as will make the grasshopper: and note, ¢ 
usually the smallest flies are the best ; Ad nity 
also, that the light fly does usually make n 
sport in a dark day, and the darkest ang least 
fly in a bright or clear day ; and lastly yn, 
that you are to repair upon any OCCasion 
your magazine-bag, and upon any OCcasion 
vary, and make them lighter or sadder, accord, 
ing to your fancy or the day. 

And now I shall tell you, that the fishin 
with a natural fly is excellent, and affords much 
pleasure. ‘They may be found thus : the May. 
fly usually in and about that month near to the 
river side, especially against rain ; the oak4 
on the butt or body of an oak or ash, from the 
beginning of May to the end of August ; it is, 
brownish fly, and eisy to be so found, and 
stands usually with his head downward, thatis 
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he root of the tree: the small 


er the leaves be come forth. 
a Short line, as I shewed to 
you may dape or dop;. and 
shopper behind a tree, or in 
ill making it to move on the 
as if it were alive, and still 
out of sight, you shall certain- 
here be [routs ; yea, in a hot 
ly in the evening of a hot day, 
‘sport. 
Scholar, my direction for fly-fish- 
ith this shower, for it has done 
w look about you, and see how 
meadow looks; nay, and the 
as sweetly too. Come, let me 
holy Mr. Herbert says of such 
rs as these; and then we will 
hat we enjoy them, and walk to 
‘sit down quietly, and try to catch 
e of Trouts. 


hall weep thy fall to-night, --- 
t For thou must die. 


those hue, angry and brave, 

hk gazer wipe his eye; 

ever in its grave--- 

Ai And thou must die. 


ull of sweet days and POSES, 
sweets compacted lie ; 

ws you have your closes,--- 

And all must die. 


horn-tly, is to be had on any 
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Only a sweet and virtuous soul, 
Like season’d timber, never gives , 
But when the whole world turns to cog}. 


Then chiefly eg 


VEN. I thank you, good Master, fo, 
good direction for fly-fishing. and for the °°W 
enjoyment of the pleasant day, which jy , et 
spent without offence to God or man. 
thank you for the sweet close of your disco, | 
with Mr. Herbert’s verses, who, I haye bi, 
loved angling; and I do the rather belja, 
because he had a spirit suitable to Ang Ut, 
and to those primitive Christians that youl ts, 
and have so much commended. ove, 

Pisc. Well, my loving Scholar, ang 
pleased to know that you are so well ple be: 
with my direction and discourse. sed 

And since you like these verses of Mr, y, 
bert’s so well, let me tell you what a vevep be 
and learned divine, that professes to imal 
him, and has indeed done so most excelleny 
hath writ of our Book of Common Prayer 
which I know you will like the better, bese’ 
he is a friend of mine, and, I am sure, no cna 
to angling. y 


What ® pray’r by th’ book ? and common ? 
Yes, why not ? 
The spirit of grace 
And supplication 
Is not left free alone 
For time and place, 
But manner too: to read, or speak by rote, 
Is all alike to him, that prays 
In’s heart, what with his mouth he says. 
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te by themselves alone 
take 


‘intimate affections known 
es in secret, when 
‘conceal’d from other men. 


thers leads the way 
public prayer, 
ad doit so 
3 all that hear may know 
ey need not fear 
earts unto his tongue, and say, 
bt they were betray’d ; 
9 when they meant to have pray d, 


d life unto the letter: 

why should not 

hich authority 

scribes, esteemed be 

ntage got 2 

od, the commoner the better : 
hurch’s words, as well 
prayers bears the bell. 


Cu. Harvtir. 


Scholar, I think it will be time to 
ngle-rods, which we left in the 
or themselves: and you shall 
Il be yours ; and it is an even 
catches, — 
e tell you, this kind of fishing 
od, and laying night-hooks, are: 
oney to use: for they both work 
when they do nothing but sleep, 
ice; as you know we have done 
and sat as quietly and as free 
er this sycamore, as Virgil’s 
Melibceus did under their broa 
7 : 
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beech-tree. No life, my honest Scho, _ 
life so happy and so pleasant, as the life? to 
well-governed Angler; for when the lay ofa 
swallowed up with business, and the State? is 
is preventing or contriving plots, then we sie 
cowslip-banks, hear the birds sing, and pal 0) 
ourselves in as much quietness as these sie’ 
silver streams, which we now see glide go 4 ent 
ly by us. Indeed, my good Scholar, we. Be 
say of angling, as Dr. Boteler said of Stray) 
ries, ‘“‘ Doubtless God could have made 4 i) 
“ ter berry, but doubtless God never dig .» > 
so, if I might be judge, “ God never dig 
‘¢ a more calm, quiet, innocent recreation th 
“¢ angling.” 7 
Vl tell you, Scholar, when I sat last 

this primrose-bank, and looked down these 
dows, 1 thought of them, as Charles the emi 
ror did of the city of Florence, “ That the, 
«< were too pleasant to be looked on, but 9 y 
‘¢ on holidays,” As TI then sat on this Ve 
grass, [ turned my present thoughts into yes," 
*twas a wish which I’ll repeat to you. : 


THE ANGLER’S WISH. 


Tin these flow’ry meads would be: 
These crystal streams should solace me ; 
To whose harmonious bubbling noise, 
f with my Angle would rejoice, 
Sit here, and see the turtle-dove, 
Court his chaste mate to acts of love: 


Or on that bank, feel the west wind 
Breathe health and plenty, please my ming 
To see sweet dew-drops kiss these flowers, 
And then wash’d off by April showers ; 
Here hear my Kenna sing a song, 
There see a blackbird feed her young, 


MPLETE ANGLER. 105 


‘build her nest ; 

weary spirits rest, 

low-pitch’d thoughts above. 
oor mortals love: 

rom law-suits, and the noige 
ourts, L would rejoice : 


Bryan and a book, 

days near Shawford-brook s 
wm, and eat my meat, 

the sun both rise and set; 
good morning to neat day ; 
‘ate my time away ; 

gle on, and beg to huve 
passage to a welcome grave. 


aad ended this composure, I left 
ud saw a brother of the Angle sit 
oneysuckle hedge, one that will 
your acquaintance: I sat down 
sently we met with an acciden- 
erriment, which I will relate to 
s still. 
her side of this very hedge sat a 
, and near to them sat a gang of 
ypsies were then to divide all 
had been got that week, either 
inen or poultry, or by fortune-tel- 
emain, or indeed by any other 
secrets belonging to their mysteri- 
t. And the sum that was got 
oved to be but twenty and some 
The odd money was agreed to 
amongst the poor of their own 
d for the remaining twenty 
was to be divided unto four gen- 
es, according to their several de- 
‘commonwealth, . 
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And the first or chiefest gypsy was, }, 
sent, to have a third part of the twente Con. 
lings ; which all men know is 6s. 8d, Y shi). 

The second was to have a fourth part of 
20s. which all men know to be 5s, the 

The third was to have a fifth part o¢ 
20s. which all men know to be 4s. the 

The fourth and last gypsy, was to ha, 
sixth part of the 20s. which all men kno Ga 
be 3s. 4d. W to 


As for example, 
$ times 6s.8d.is . . . 0s, 
And so is 4 times 5s. . . - 20s, 
And so is 5 times 4s. . « 20s, 
And so is 6 times 3s.4d. . 20s, 


And yet he that divided the money wag 
very a gypsy, that though he gave to aa 80 
one these said sums, yet he kept one shill 
of it for himself. Ng 


As for example, 


make but 19 0 


But now you shall know, that when th 
four gypsies saw that he had got one shillin 
by dividing the money, though not one of them 
knew any reason to demand more, yet, like 
lords and courtiers, every gypsy envied hin 
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ainer, and wrangled with him, 
said the remaining shilling -be- 
and so they fell to so high a 
, aS none that knows the faith- 
gypsy to another will easily be- 
e that have lived these last twent 
tain that money has been able to 
schief. However the gypsies were 
so to law, and did therefore choose 
friends Rook and Shark, and our 
usman, to be their arbitrators and 
id so they left this honeysuckle 
ent to tell fortunes, and cheat, 
money and lodging in the next 


1 


t 


ese were gone, we heard a high 
mongst the beggars, whether it was 
, Cloak, or to unrip a cloak. One 
ed it was all one. But that was 
asking her, if doing and undoing 
Then another said ’twas easiest 
ak, for that was to let it alone. 
swered, by asking her, how she 
if she let it alone: and she con- 
f mistaken, These and twenty 
estions were proposed, and answer- 
auch beggarly logic and earnest- 
ver heard to proceed from the 
most pertinacious schismatic : 
all the beggars, whose number 
nore nor less than the poets’ nine 
| all together about this ripping 
and so loud that not one heard 
er said: but at last one beggar 
nee, and told them, that old fa- 
whom Ben Jonson in his Beg- 
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gar’s-bush created king of their corpop,,. 
was that night to lodge at an ale-house, ee 
Catch-her-by-the-way, not far from Walth leq 
cross, and in the high road towards Lond” 
and he therefore desired them to spend no , U3 
time about that and such like questions}, 
refer all to father Clause at night, for he 
an upright judge; and in the mean time d ag 
cuts what song should be next sung, ang "aw 
should sing it. They ali agreed to the maf hy 
and the lot fell to her, that was the youy on, 
and veriest virgin of the company ; and am 
sung Frank {Davison’s song, which he she 
forty years ago, and all the others of the e9 

pany joined to sing the burthen with hey, The 
ditty was this, but first the burthen : . 


Bright shines the sun; play, beggars 
Here’s scraps enough to serve to-day, 


What noise of viols is so sweet 
As when our merry clappers ring 2 
What mirth doth want when heggars meet a 
A beggar’s life is for a king: 
Eat, drink, and play, sleep when we list ; 
Go where we will,---so stocks be miss’d. ° 
Bright shines the sun; play, bervarsy 
Here’s scraps enough to serve to-day, 


play, 


lay, 


The world is ours, and ours alone, 

For we alone have world at wiil; 
We purchase not, all is our own, 

Both fields and streets we beggars fill, 
Nor care to get, nor fear to keep, e 
Did ever break a beggar’s sleep. 

Bright shines the sun; play, beggars p lay 

Here’s scraps enough to serve to-day. ; 


A hundred herds of black and white 
Upon our gowns securely feed ; 
And yet if any dare us bite, 
e dies therefore, as sure as creed: 
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lord it as they please, 

cars live at ease. 

shines the sun; play, beggars play, 
aps enough to serve to-day. 


ynk you, good Master, for this 
nent, and this song, which was 
by the maker, and well remem- 


I pray, forget not the catch 
romised to make against night; 
yman, honest Coridon, will ex- 
ch and my song, which I must be 
h up, for it is so long since I 
that I have forgot apart of it. But 
it hath done raining, let’s stretch 
ttle in a gentle walk to the river, 
interest our Angles will pay us 
em so long to be used by the 
them indeed, like usurers, for our 
heir destruction. 

hh me? look you, Master, a fish! 
jas, Master, I have lost her! 

y marry, Sir, that was a good fish 
had had the luck to have taken 
then ’tis twenty to one he should 
my line by running to the rod’s 
ffered him. I would have held 
bent of my rod, unless he had 
the great Trout that is near an 
hich was of such a length and depth, 
is picture drawn, and now is to 
e Host Rickabie’s at the George 
d it may be, by giving that very 
he rod, that is, by casting it to 
1e water, I might have caught him 
zon; for so I use always to do 
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when I meet with an overgrown fish, ang 
will learn to do so too hereafter : for | tel Joy 
Scholar, fishing is an art; or, at least, it yn, 
art to catch fish. Say 
VEN. But, Master, I have heard that } 
great Trout you speak of is a Salmon, the 
Pisc. Trust me, Scholar, I know not.) » 
to say to it, There are many country p,,\% 
that believe hares change sexes every le 
and there be very many learned men thi)! 
too, for in their dissecting them they find », 
reasons to incline them to that belief. 4. any 
make the wonder seem yet less, that he to 
change sexes, note, that Doctor Mer, Cass 
bon affirms in his book of credible and ing, a 
ble things, that Gaspar Peucerus, a } cam 
physician, tells us of a people that once aval 
turn wolves, partly in shape, and partly jy he 
ditions. And so, whether this were a Sali 
when he came into the fresh water, and hig nel 
returning into the sea hath altered him to ano. 
ther colour or kind, I am_ not able to g,., 
but I am certain he hath all the signs of her,’ 
a Trout both for his shape, colour, and spots: 
and yet many think he is not. ’ 
VEN. But, Master, will this Trout which] 
had hold of die? for it is like he hath the hook 
in his belly. 
Pisc. I will tell you, Scholar, that unless 
the hook be fast in his very gorge, ’tis more 
than probable he will live; and a little time 
with the help of the water, will rust the hook, 
and it will in time wear away; as the graye 
doth in the horse-hoof, which only leaves a 
false quarter. 
And now, Scholar, let’s go to my rod. Look 
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have a fish too, but it proves 2 
hub; and this is not much 
will pleasure some poor body, 


and we will even retire to the 
d there I will give you more 

cerning fishing ; for I would fain 

ist. 

good Master, I pray let it be 


1, Scholar, now we are sat down 
se, I shall tell you a little more 
ng, before I speak of Salmon, 
ose shall be next, and then of the 
_ You are to know, there is night 
fishing for a Trout, and that in 
best Trouts come out of their 
he manner of taking them is, on 
e water, with a great lob or gar- 
m, or rather two, which you are to 
place where the waters run some- 
or in a stream the bait will not 
rned. I say, in a quiet or dead 
some swift: there draw your 
top of the water, to and fro; and 
good Trout in the hole, he will 
jally if the night be dark ; for then 
id lies near the top of the water, 
otion of any frog or water-rat 
wims between him and the sky : 
alter, if he sees the water but 
yve in One of these dead holes, 
at old Trouts usually lie near 
for you are to note, that the 
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great old Trout is both subtle and fearfyy 
lies close all day, and does not usually gj and 
of his hold, but lies in it as close in’ the gut 
as the timorous hare does in her form > for i 
chief feeding of either 1s seldom in the ant 
but usually in the night, and then the otet 
Trouts feed. very boldly. oe a, 
And you must fish for him with a stron 
line, and not a little hook; and let him 4,8 
time to gorge your hook, for he does not 


ally forsake it, as he oft will in the day. 


Su. 
ing: and if the night be not dark, then fish 
with an artificial-ly of a light colour, and at 
the snap: nay, he will sometimes rise ‘ 
dead mouse, or a piece of cloth, or any thi, 
that seems to swim cross the water, or to }° 
in motion. This is a choice way; but T hay, 
not oft used it, because it is void of the plea, 
sures that such days as these, that we two Now 
enjoy, afford an Angler. : 

And you are to know, that in Mampshiz. 
which I think exceeds all England for swift 
shallow, clear, pleasant brooks, and store of 
Trouts, they use to catch ‘Trouts in the nigh 
by the light of a torch or straw, which whey 
they have discovered, they strike with a Troy. 
spear, or other ways. This kind of way the 
catch very many: but I would not beliteye jt 
till I was an eye-witness of it; nor do I like 
it, now I have seen it. 

Ven. But, Master, do not Trouts see usp 
the night? 

Pisc, Yes, and hear, and smell too, both 
then and in the day time ; for Gesner observes, 
the Otter smells a fish forty furlongs off him in 
the water: and that it may be true, seems to 
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Francis Bacon, in the Fighth 
Natural History, who there 
ers may be the medium of 
monstrating it thus: “ That if 
two stones together very deep 
ater, those that stand on a bank 
place may hear the noise with- 
ution of it by the water.” He 
like experiment concerning the 
or fall by a very long cable or 
k, or the sand, within the sea: 
so well observed and demon- 
is by that learned man, has made 
that Eels unbed themselves and 
se of thunder; and not only, as 
the motion or stirring of the 
occasioned by that thunder. — 
reason of Sir Francis Bacon, 
Ss made me crave pardon of one 
ed at for affirming, that he knew 
0 a certain place in a pond, to be 
ging of a bell, or the beating of 
owever, it shall be a rule for 
little noise as I can when I am 
ir I'rancis Bacon be confuted, 
ive any man leave to do. 
ou may think him singular in 
will tell you, this seems to be 
Jearned Doctor Hakewill, who, 
of God’s Power and Providence, 
s Pliny to report, that one of 
had particular fish-ponds, and in 
sh that appeared and came when 
lied by their particular names: 
tells us, Chap. iii. 7, that all 
a have been tamed by mankind, 
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And Pliny tells us, Lib. ix. 35, that Antal 

the wife of Drusus, had a Lamprey, a; Sula 
gills she hung jewels or ear-rings; and” 8k 
others have been so tender-hearted, as ;, Thay 
tears at the death of fishes which they phe 
kept and loved. And these observations whit 
will to most hearers seem wonderful, Sal ch 
have a further confirmation from Martjg] ™ 

iv, Epigr. 30, who writes thus : > Lib, 


Piscator, fuge, ne nocens, Sc. 


Angler, wouldst thou be guiltless ? then fo 
For these are sacred fishes that swim here ; 
Who know their sovereign, and will lick hig ha 
Than which none’s greater in the world’ i 
Nay more, they’ve names; and when 


rbe 
i 


§ Commang, 
they Calleg 
are, i 

Do to their several owners’ call repair. 


All the further use that I shall make of tp; 
shall be, to advise Anglers to be patient and 
forbear swearing, lest they be heard, and catch 
no fish. 

And so I shall proceed next to tell you, 
is certain, that certain fields near Leominstep 
a town in Herefordshire, are observed to mak 
the sheep that graze upon them more fat thay 
the next, and also to bear finer wool ; that is 
to say, that that year in which they feeq in 
such a particular pasture, they shall yielq 
finer wool than they did that year before the 
came to feed in it, and coarser again if they 
shall return to their former pasture ; and agaiy 
return to a finer wool, being fed in the fine. 
wool ground. Which I tell you that you mg 
the better believe that I am certain, if 1 cate 
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meadow he shall be white and 
ike to be lousy; and as cer- 
a Trout in the next meadow, 
rong, and red, and lusty, and 
eat. ‘Trust me, Scholar, I hay 
Trout in a particular mikedow, 
shape and the enamelled colour 
en such, as hath joyed me to. 
and I have then with much plea- 
| with Solomon, ‘“ Every thing 
1 his season.” 
romise speak next of the Sal- 
by your favour say a little of 
Grayling ; which is so like a 
hape and feeding, that I desire 
our patience with a short dis- 
and then the next shall be of 


CHAPTER VI. 


of the Umber or Grayling, and 
tions how to fish for him. 


_ Piscator. 


rand Grayling are thought by 
, as the Herring and Pilchard do. 
ey may do so in other nations, I 
England differ nothing but in 
Aldrovandus says, they be of a 
and Gesner says, that in his 
is Switzerland, he is accounted 
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the choicest of all fish. And in Ital 


the month of May so highly valued, than Is i 
_sold then at a much higher rate than any he is 
fish. The French, which call the Chay te 
Villain, call the Umber of the lake 7, Uy 
Un Umble Chevalier; and they value 
Umber or Grayling so highly, that the, "Ne 
he feeds on gold; and say that man Say 
been caught out of their famous river ofp ,.V¢ 
out of whose bellies grains of gold haya Ire, 
often taken. And some think that he fog 
water-thyme, and smells of it at his first 4.1. 
out of the water: and they may think tg 
as good reason, as we do that our Smelts with 
like violets at their first being caught ; which 
think is a truth. Aldrovandus says, the g i 
mon, the Grayling, and ‘Trout, and all figh ¢ < 
live in clear and sharp streams, are made at 
their mother Nature of such exact shape a 
pleasant colours, purposely to invite us 7 
joy and contentedness in feasting with ie 
Whether this is a truth or not, it is not » 
purpose to dispute; but ’tis certain, al] thy 
write of the Umber declare him to be ve 
dicinable. And Gesner says, that the fa 
an Umber or Grayling, being set with a lity, 
honey a day or two in the sun in a little glag, 
is very excellent against redness, or swap) 
ness, or any thing that breeds in the e 
Salvian takes him to be called Umber from x 
swift swimming or gliding out of sight, mo, 
like a shadow or a ghost than a fish. Mnug 
more might be said both of his smell and taste. 
but I shall only tell you, that St. Ambrog 
the glorious bishop of Milan, who lived whe 
the church kept fasting-days, calls him th 


, or flower of fishes ; and that he was 
yve with him, that he would not let 
thout the honour of a long discourse: 
.; and pass on to tell you how to 
nty fish. 


te, that he grows not to the bigness. 

for the biggest of them do not 
eighteen inches. He lives in 
the Trout does, and is usually 
. the same baits as the Trout is, and 
ame manner; for he will bite both at 
or worm, or fly: though he bites 
minnow, and is very gamesome 
d much simpler, and therefore 
a Trout; for he will rise twenty 
, if you miss him, and yet rise 
as been taken with a fly made of 
hers of a parakita, a Strange out- 
3 and he will rise at a fly not un- 
r a small moth, or indeed at most 
ot too big. He is a fish that 
il winter, but is very pleasant and 
id-April, and in May, and in the 
e is of a very fine shape, his 
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flesh is white ; his teeth, those little Ones 4p 

he has, are in his throat, yet he has so tend hay 
mouth, that he is oftener lost after an dead 
has hooked him, than any other fish. {[ Bley 


river Dove, and in Trent, and some otha 
smaller rivers, as that which runs by Salisby) ‘r 
yet he is not so general a fish as the Troy, .73 
to me so good to eat or to angle for. Ang. 
shall take my leave of him; and now cg 
some obsetvations of the Salmon, and hoy to 
catch him, to 


CHAPTER VII. 


Observations of the Salmon, with Direction, 
how to fish for him. 


PISCATOR. 


THE Salmon is accounted the king of fresh, 
water fish; and is ever bred in rivers relatiy, 
to the sea, yet so high or far from it as admig 
of no tincture of salt or brackishness. He j. 
said to breed or cast his spawn, in most rivers 
in the month of August: some say that the, 
they dig a hole or grave in a safe place in the 
gravel, and there place their eggs or spawn 
after the melter has done his natural office, anj 
then hide it most cunningly, and cover it ovep 
with gravel and stones; and then leave it ty 
their Creator’s protection, who, by a gent 
heat which he infuses into that cold clement, 
makes it brood and beget life in the spawn, and 
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alets early in the Spring next fol- 


having spent their appointed 
this natural duty in the fresh 
haste to the sea before winter, 
and spawner: but if they be 
-gates or wears, or lost in'the 
hen those so left behind by de- 
k, and lean, and unseasonable, 
is to say, have bony gristles 
heir lower chaps, not unlike a 
lich hinders their feeding ; and 
h, so left behind, pine away 
served, that he may live thus 
he sea; but he then grows in- 
less, and loses both his blood and 
mes and dies the second year. 
that thuse little Salmons called 
abound in many rivers relating 
red by such: sick Salmons that 
e sea; and that though they 
y never thrive to any consider- 


old Salmon gets to the sea, then 
which shews him to be kipper, 
or is cast off, as the eagle is said 
and he recovers his strength, 
ext summer to the same river, if it 
0 enjoy the former pleasures that 
ed him ; for, as one has wittil 
, like some persons of honour 
lich have both their winter and 
s, the fresh rivers for summer, 
ater for winter, to spend his life 
ot, as Sir Francis Bacon hath 
his History of Life and Death, 
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above ten years: and it is to be obsepy 
though the Salmon does grow big jn 4? 
yet he grows not fat but in fresh riven, . © Sea 
is observed, that the farther they go foal it 
sea, they be both the fatter and bette, ™ th 
Next, I shall tell you, that thoug 
make very hard shift to get out of ¢ = 
rivers into the sea; yet they will make 1," 
shift to get out of the salt into the freg der 
to spawn, or possess the pleasures tha, ren, 
have formerly found in them: to whj he 
they will force themselves through flog,“ 
or over wears, or hedges, or stops in the war? 
even to a height beyond common belief, Gea’ 
speaks of such places as are known to he 
eight feet high above water. And our Cam@e’ 
‘mentions in his Britannia the like wonde, inte 
in Pembrokeshire, where the river Tivy § 
into the sea; and that the fall is so down 
and so high, that the people stand and Wonde 
at the strength and sleight by which the 
the Salmon use to get out of the sea inty th 
said river; and the manner and height of 4° 
place is so notable, that it is known far } 
name of the Salmon-leap ; concerning whj, 
take this also out of Michael Drayton, m 
nest old friend, as he tells it you in his Poly. 
olbion. 
And when the Salmon seeks a fresher stream to nd, 
Which hither from the sea comes yearly by his hing’ 
As he towards season grows, and stems the twat ry 


tract 
Where Tivy, falling down, makes a high catarag 


Fore’d by the rising rocks that there her course y, 


pose, * 
As though within her bounds they meant her to jy, 
close ; 
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labouring fish does at the foot arrive, 
by his strength he does but vainly 


in his mouth, and ek like a bow 
compass drawn, aloft himself doth 


+ 
at his height, as doth a little wand, 
md to end, and started from man’s 


loth cast ; so does the Salmon vault : 
he fail, his second summersault 

ys; and from his nimble rin 

ver leaves until himself he fling 
ing stv CAM .=---=-- =. 


hael Drayton tells you of this leap 

ult of the Salmon. 

I shall tell you, that it is observed 

d others, that there is no better 
n England ; and that though some 
counties have as fat and as 

r Thames, yet none are of so 


ave told you that Sir Francis 
es, the age of a Salmon exceeds 
; so let me next tell you, that his 
sudden : it is said, that after he 
. sea, he becomes from a Samlet, 
a Gudgeon, to be a Salmon, in as 
as a gosling becomes to be a goose. 
s has been observed by tying a 
ne known tape or thread, in the 
oung Salmons, which have been 
as they have swimmed towards 
and then by taking a part of 

ith the known mark at the same 
ir return from the sea, which is 
six months after; and the like 
th been tried upon young swal- 
we, after six months absence, been 
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observed to return to the same chimney, the 
to make their nests and habitations ‘fy, the 
summer following : which has inclined ya," 
think, that every Salmon usually returns {, th 
same river in which it was bred, as y,1¢ 
pigeons taken out of the same dove-cote have 
also been observed to do. 

And you are yet to observe further, that 
the he-Salmon is usually bigger than the Spay 
er, and that he is more kipper, and less ah), to 
endure a winter in the fresh water, than the 
she is; yet she is, at that time of looking lesg 
kipper and better, as watery, and as bad Meat. 

And yet you are to observe, that as they, i 
no general rule without an exception, so they, 
are some few rivers in this nation, that hay, 
Trouts and Salmons in season in Winter 5 as i 
is certain there be in the river Wye in Mg), 
mouthshire, where they be in season, as Cam. 
den observes, from September till April. Bu 
my Scholar, the observation of this and many 
other things, [ must in manners omit, becang, 
they will prove too large for our narrow con, 
pass of time ; and therefore I shall next fay 
upon my directions how to fish for this Salmon, 
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s not long in a place, as Troutg 
said, covets still to go nearer the 
and that he does not, as the Trout 
ther fish, lie near the water-side oy 
ots of trees, but swims in the deep 
parts of the water; and usually in 
d near the ground, and that there 
hh for him, and that he is to be 
‘rout is, with a worm, a Minnow, 
all a penk, or with a fly. 
re to observe, that he is very: 
d to bite ata Minnow, yet some- 
and not usually at a fly; but 
ata worm, and then most usuall 
irden-worm, which should be well 
to say, kept seven or eight days 
you fish with them: and if you 
ime of eight into sixteen, twenty, 
Ss, it is still the better 3 for the 
I be clearer, tougher, and more 
ntinue so longer upon your hook ; 
be kept longer by keeping them 
h moss, and some advise to put 


hat many use to fish for a Sal- 
of wire on the top of their rod, 
ch the line may run to as great a 
needful when he is hooked. And 
me use a wheel about the middle 
near their hand; which is to 
ter by seeing one of them, than 
nonstration of words. 
T shall tell you that which may 
scret: I have been a fishing with 
enley, now with God, s noted 
8 
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fisher both for Trout aud Salmon; q) d 
observed that he would usually take 4 have 
four worms out of his bag, and put them Ce Op 
little box in his pocket, where he would yg,.0a 
let them continue half an hour or more ally 
he would bait his hook with them: I hay, Cforg 
him his reason, and he has replied, « ke 
“ but pick the best out to be in readiness anal 
‘he baited his hook the next time,” Bouse 
has been observed, both by others and Pe the 
to catch more fish than I or any body thorelt 
ever gone a fishing with him could do hag 
especially Salmons ; and I have been told later 
by one of his most intimate and secret frie , 
that the box in which he put those WOrms wp.” 
anointed with a drop, or two or three, of as 
oil of ivy-berries, made by expression op t the 
sion ; and told, that by the worms remainjn, 
that box an hour, or a like time, they hate 
corporated a kind of smell that was irresistipy, 
attractive, enough to force any fish with; 
smell of them to bite. This I heard not },.~ 
since from a friend, but have not tried ig. me 
I grant it probable, and refer my reader RY ur 
Francis Bacon’s Natural History, where Sy 
proves fishes may hear, and doubtless can ing | 
probably smell: and Iam certain Gesner says 
the Otter can smell in the water, and I kno, 
not but that fish may do so too. It is left fy, 
a lover of angling, or any that desires to jp. 
prove that art, to try this conclusion. 

T shall also impart two other experiments 
but not tried by myself, which I will deliver iy 
the same words that they were given me by ay 
excellent Angler and a very friend, in writing; 
he told me the latter was too good to be tald 
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med language, lest it should be 
he stinking oil, drawn out of poly- 
e oak by a retort, mixed with tur- 
hive-honey, and anoint your bait 
and it will doubtless draw the fish 


r is this: ‘“‘ Vulnera hederz gran- 
icta sudant balsamum oleo gelato 
ue persimile, odoris vero longe sua- 


remely sweet to any fish, and yet 
a may do the like.’ 
ese things [ have no great faith, 
robable, and have had from some 
namely, from Sir George Hast- 
hers, an affirmation of them to be 
tageous : but no more of these, espe- 
this place. 
ere, before I take my leave of the 
ou, that there is more than one 
5 as namely, a Tecon, and another 
ie places a Samlet, or by some a 
t these and others, which I forbear 
be fish of another kind, and differ 
_a Herring and a Pilchard do, 
ik, are as different as the rivers in 
breed, and must by me be left to 
ions of men of more leisure, and 
bilities, than I profess myself to 


» 1 am to borrow so much of. 
patience as to tell you, that the 
on being in season, have at their 
ut of the water, which continues 
their bodies adorned, the one with 


* 
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such red spots, and the other with such 
or blackish spots, as give them such an aa 
of natural beauty, as, I think, was nevey ition 
to any woman by the artificial paint 9, p SVE 
in which they so much pride themselye, hes 
age. And soI shall leave them both, and 
ceed to some observations on the Pike Pt. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Observations of the Luce or Pike, with Di 
tions how to fish for him. Tee, 


PISCATOR. 


THe mighty Luce or Pike is taken tg 
the tyrant, as the Salmon is the king of 4, 
fresh waters. It is not to be doubted, byt that 
they are bred, some by generation, and go 
not; as namely, of a weed called pickerel-we 
unless learned Gesner be much mistaken; fo, 
he says, this weed and other glutinous matte, 
with the help of the sun’s heat, in some au 
ticular months, and some ponds apted for it 
nature, do become Pikes. But doubtless diye, 
Pikes are bred after this manner, or are brought 
into some ponds some such other ways as ar 
past man’s finding out, of which we have daily 
testimonies. 

Sir Francis Bacon, in his History of Life 
and Death, observes the Pike to be the longest. 
lived of any fresh-water fish: and yet he com. 
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not usually above forty years, 
ink it to be not above ten years : 

mentions a Pike taken in Swede. 
ear 1449, with a ring about his 
he was put into that pond by 
econd, more than two hundred 
he was last taken, as by the in- 

at ring, being Greek, was inter- 
e then bishop of Worms. But of 
but that it is observed, that the 
reat Pikes have in them more of 
odness ; the smaller or middle- 


that live long prove chargeable to 
because their life is maintained 
f so many other fish, even those 
ind; which has made him by 
to be called the tyrant of the 
resh-water wolf, by reason of his 
devouring disposition» which is 
esner relates a man going to a 
eems a Pike had devoured all 
ter his mule, had a Pike bit his 


a maid in Poland had a Pike bit 

as she was washing clothes in 
T have heard the like of a woman 
h pond, not far from Coventry, 
n assured by my friend Mr. Sea- 
Ispake to you formerly, that. 
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keeps tame Otters, that he hath known , y. 
in extreme hunger fight with one of hi. Ons 
for a Carp that the Otter had caught, and ter 
then bringing out of the water. I hay, ™ 

you who relate these things, and tell yo, ie 
are persons of credit; and shall Conclude ny 
observation, by telling you what a wis, ws 
has observed, “‘ It is a hard thing to Persy - 
“ the belly, because it has no ears.” ade 

But if these relations be disbelieved, it ig 
evident to be doubted, that a Pike wij] dey 
a fish of his own kind, that shall be bigge, te 
his belly or throat will receive, and SWallow 2 
part of him, and let the other part remain 
his mouth till the swallowed part be digest : 
and then swallow that other part that wa. 
his mouth, and so put it over by degrees : yh. M 
is not unlike the ox and some other al 
taking their meat, not out of their mouth im 
mediately into their belly, but first into g5.° 
place between, and then chew it, or digest j; tr 
degrees after, which is called chewin » 
eud. And doubtless Pikes will bite when th 
are not hungry, but, as some think, EVEN for 
very anger, when a tempting bait comes Near 
to them. 

And it is observed, that the Pike wil} eat 
venomous things,—-as some kind of frogs are __ 
and yet live without being harmed by then. 
for, as some say, he has in him a natural by). 
sam, or antidote against all poison ; and he hag 
a strange heat, that, though it appear to us tg 
be cold, can yet digest, or put over, any fish. 
flesh by degrees without being sick. Andothers 
observe, that he never eats the venomous fro 
till he have first killed her, and then,---as ducks 
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doto frogs in spawning time, at , 
e frogs are observed to be venom- 
ughly washed her, by tumbling her 
inthe water, that he may devour 
danger. And Gesner affirms that 
entleman did faithfully assure him, 
young geese at onetime in the 
ke. And doubtless a Pike, in his 
nger, will bite at and devour a dog 
1 a pond ; and there have been ex- 
or, the like: for, as I told you, 
las nu ears when hunger comes 


s also observed to be a solitary, 
nd a bold fish: melancholy, be- 
ys swims or rests himself alone, 
s in shoals or with company, 
Dace and most other fish do ; 
use he fears not a shadow, or 
een of any body, as the Trout 
\d all other fish do. 
js observed by Gesner, that the jaw- 
earts and galls of Pikes are very 
for several diseases; or to stop 
ate fevers, to cure agues, to oppose 
1e infection of the plague, and to be 
;medicinable and useful for the good 
d: but he observes, that the biting of 
enomous, and hard to be cured, 
is observed, that the Pike is a fish 
but once a year; and that other 
mely Loaches, do breed oftener, as_ 
rtain tame pigeons do almost every 
nd yet the hawk, a bird of prey, as 
of fish, breeds but once in twelve 
And you are to note, that his time of 
or spawning, is usually about the end 
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of February, or somewhat later, in Mate) 
the weather proves colder or warmer ; 4,3 %8 
note, that his manner of breeding is thus ; 1 to 
and a she-Pike will usually go togethey F ee 
4 river into some ditch or creek, and that th of 
the spawner casts her eggs, and the mely’ 
hovers over her all that time that she is casts ey 
her spawn, but touches her not. Ing 

I might say more of this, but it might } 
‘thought curiosity or worse, and shall therefy e 
forbear it ; and take up so much of Your at, 
tion, as to tell you, that the best of Pikes bias 
_ noted to be in rivers, next those in great Ponds 
OF meres, and the worst in small ponds, 

But before I proceed further, I am to tel} 
you that there is a great antipathy betwyix 
the Pike and some frogs; and this may appens 
to the reader of Dubravius, a bishop jn . 
hemia, who in his book of Fish and Fish, 
ponds, relates what he says he saw with his 
‘Own eyes, and could not forbear to tel] the 
reader. Which was: 

*“‘ As he and the bishop Thurzo were walk. 
“ing by a large pond in Bohemia, they Saw a 
frog, when the Pike lay very Sleepily anq 
** quiet by the shore-side, leap upon his head. 
“ and the frog having expressed malice or anger 
** by his swollen cheeks and staring eyes, did 
“* stretch out and embrace the Pike’s head, and 
“ presently reached them to his eyes, teari g 
** with them and his teeth those tender Parts : 
* the Pike, moved with anguish, moves up and 
“‘ down the water, and rubs himself against 
** weeds, and whatever he thought might quit 
“him of his enemy; but all in vain, for the 
“ frog did continue to ride triumphantly, and 
“ to bite and torment the Pike, till his strength 


« 
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and then the frog sunk with the Pike 
¢ bottum of the water; then presently 
9g appeared again at the top and croaked, 
med to rejoice like a conqueror, after 
he presently retired to his secret hole. 
hop, that had beheld the battle, called 
man to fetch his nets, and by all 
get the Pike, that they might declare 
had happened : and the Pike was drawn 
nd both his eyes eaten out; at which 
they began to wonder, the fisherman 
them to forbear, and assured them 
certain that Pikes-were often so 
3? 

this, which is to be read in the Sixth 
f the First Book of Dubravius, unto 
, who replied, ‘“‘ It was as improbable 
we the mouse scratch out the cat’s 
But he did not consider, that there 
rogs, which the Dalmatians call the 
, of which I might tell you as won- 
story; but I shall tell you, that ’tis 
doubted, but that there be some frogs 
f the water-snake, that, when they 
lace in which they fear to meet with 
then get a reed across into their 
hich, if they two meet by accident, 
the frog from the strength and malice 
ake ; and note, that the frog usually 

fastest of the two. 

et me tell you, that as there be water 
-frogs, so there be land and water- 
oncerning which, take this observa- 
he land-snake breeds and natches 
which become young snakes, in some 
ill, or alike hot place; but the water- 
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snake, which is not venomous, and, as T 
been assured by a great observer of such om 
erets, does not hatch but breed her youn 
alive, which she does not then forsake, buf bia’ 
with them; and in case of danger wij take 
them all intoher mouth, and swim away fio € 
any apprehended danger, and then let them, ou 
again when she thinks all danger to be ast « 
these be accidents that we Anglers Sometimes 
see, and often talk of. 

But whither am I going? I had almost loa 
myself by remembering the discourse of y 
bravius. I will therefore stop here, ang tel] 
you, according to my promise, how to Catch 
this Pike. 


His feeding is usually of fish or frogs, ang 
sometimes a weed of his own called pickers. 
weed, Of which I told you some think some 
Pikes are bred; for they have observed, that 
where none have been put into ponds, yet they 
have there found many; and that there has 
been plenty of that weed in those ponds, and 
that that weed both breeds and feeds them: 
but whether those Pikes so bred will ever breed 
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on as the others do, I shall leave to 
ions of men of more curiosity and 
profess myself to have ; and shall 
tell you, that you may fish for a 
with a ledger or a walking-bait : 
to note, that I call that a ledger- 
fixed or made to rest in one cer- 
when you shall be absent from it ; 
hat a walking-bait, which you take 
and have ever in motion. Concern- 
wo, I shall give you this direction : 
dger-bait is best to be a living bait, 
dead one may catch, whether it be a 
frog: and that you may make them 
nger, you may, or indeed you must,, 
course : 
your live-bait: of fish, a Roach 
think, best and most tempting, and 
the longest lived on a hook; and 
off his fin on his back, which may: 
thout hurting him, you must take 
which cannot be too sharp, and be- 
ead and the fin on the back, cut or 
cision, or such a scar, as you may 
ing-wire of your hook into it, with 
sing or hurting the fish as art and 
ill enable you to do; and so carry- 
arming-wire along his back, unto or 
1 of your fish, between the skin and 
it, draw out that wire or arming of 
at another scar near to his tail : then 
out it with thread, but no harder 
sessity to prevent hurting the fish ; 
r to avoid hurting the fish, some 
f probe to open the way, for the 
ntrance and passage of your wire 


- Datel ad be Pe 


we 
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or arming: but as for these, time and lit 
experience will teach you better than | ond tle 
words ; therefore I will for the Present go. by 
more of this, but come next to give yo he no 
directions how to bait your hook with a f Me 
VEN. But, good Master, did you 
even now, that some frogs were venomous a 
is it not dangerous to touch them ? > And 
_Pisc. Yes; but I will give you some ral 
or cautions concerning them. And first, ) he 
are to note, that there are two kinds of ¢,° 0 
that is to say, if I may so express myg,j? ? 
flesh and a Tish: flog: by flesh-frogs, ta in 
frogs that breed and live on the land ; and of 
these there be several sorts also, and of Severs : 
colours; some being speckled, some greenis 
some blackish, or brown : the green frog, which : 
is a small one, is by 'lopsell taken to be Venom, 
ous; and so is the padock or frog Padock. 
which usually keeps or breeds on the land, and 
is very large, and bony, and big, especially the 
she-frog of that kind ; yet these will Sometimes 
come into the water, but it is not often: ang 
the land-frogs are some of them observed } 
him to breed by laying eggs; and others to 
breed of the slime and dust of the earth, ang 
that in winter they turn to slime again, ang 
that the next summer that very slime retuyp,s 
to be a living creature ; this is the opinion of 
Pliny. And Cardanus undertakes to give , 
reason for the raining of frogs: but if it were 
in my power, it should rain none but watery. 
frogs, for those I think are not venomous, espe. 
cially the right water-frog, which about Febry. 
ary or March breeds in ditches. by slime, and 
blackish eggs in that slime; about which time 


not a 
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the he and she-frogs are observed 
s summersaults, and to croak and 
e, which the land-frog, or padock- 
oes. Now of these water-frogs, if 
to fish with a frog for a Pike, you 
yose the yellowest that you can get, 
e Pike ever likes best. And thus use 
that he may continue long alive : 
r hook into his mouth, which you 
- do from the middle of April till 
nd then the frog’s mouth grows up, and 
ies so for at least six months without 
ut is sustained, none, but He whose 
Wonderful, knows how; I say, put 
ok, | mean the arming-wire, through 
and out at his gills, and then with a 
e and silk sew the upper part of his 
ly one stitch to the arming-wire of 
, or tie the frog’s leg above the upper 
e armed wire; and in so doing, use 
ough you loved him, that is, harm 
tle as you may possibly, that he may 
longer. ; 
‘er, having given you this direction 
iting your ledger-hook with a live fish 
my next must be to tell you, how your 
‘baited must or may be used; and it 
aving fastened your hook to a line, 
it be not fourteen yards long, should 
s than twelve; you are to fasten that 
7 bough near to a hole where a Pike 
ely to lie, or to have a haunt; and 
your line on any forked stick, all 
except half a yard of it, or rather 
split that forked stick with such a 
otch at one end of it, as may keep the 
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line from any more of it ravelling from ab 
the stick than so much of it as you intend ; and 
choose your forked stick to be of that bignes 
as may keep the fish or frog from Pulling the 
forked stick under the water till the Pike Dites. 
and then the Pike having pulled the line forth 
of the cleft or nick of that stick in which jt w 
gently fastened, he will have line enough to go 
to his hold and pouch the bait : and if you would 
have this ledger-bait to keep at a fixed Place 
undisturbed by wind or other accidents, which 
may drive it to the shore-side, (for you are ty 
note, that it is likeliest to catch a Pike in , 
midst of the water,) then hang a small plumme, 
of lead, a stone, or piece of tile, or a turf in 
string, and cast it into the water, with the forked 
stick, to hang upon the ground, to be a kind of 
anchor to keep the forked stick from Movin 
out of your intended place till the Pike come | 
This I take to be a very good way, to use 80 
many ledger-baits as you intend to make trig] of, | 
Or if you bait your hooks thus with live fig} : 
or frogs, and in a windy day fasten them thyg 
to a bough or bundle of straw, and by the help 
of that wind can get them to move across a 
pond or mere, you are like to stand still on the 
shore and see sport presently, if there be any 
store of Pikes; or these live-baits may make 
sport, being tied about the body or wings of a 
goose or duck, and she chased over a pond : and 
: 


the like may be done with turning three or four 
live-baits, thus fastened to bladders, or boughs, 
or bottles of hay or flags, to swim down a river, 
whilst you walk quietly alone on the shore, and 
are still in expectation of sport. The rest must 
be taught you by practice, for time will not 
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your dead.bait for a Pike, for that 
taught by one day’s going a-fishing 
any other body that fishes for him ; 
ing your hook with adead Gudgeon 
h, and moving it up and down the 
easy a thing to take up any time 
_ to do it: and yet, because I cut 
in that, I will commute for it, by 
that that was told me for a secret ; 


gum of ivy in oil of spike, and there- 
your dead-bait for a Pike, and then 
likely place ; and when it has lain 
e at the bottom, draw it towards the 
. water, and so up the stream; and it 
han likely that you have a Pike follow 
e than common eagerness. 
ome affirm, that any bait anointed with 
ww of the thigh-bone of an hern, is a 
ptation to any fish. 
ave not been tried by me, but told 
end of note, that pretended to do me 
: but if this direction to catch a 
do you no good, yet I am certain 
stion how to roast him when he is ~ 
hoicely good, for I have tried it ; 
omewhat the better for not being 
but with my direction you must take 
on, that your Pike must not be a small 
is, it must be more than half a yard, 
id be bigger. 
open your Pike at the gills, and if need 
a little slit towards the belly ; out 
e his guts and keep his liver, which 
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you are to shred very small with thyme, swe 
marjoram, and a little winter-savory : to , i 
put some pickled oysters, and some ane oviee 
two or three, both these last whole; for ¢,, “Ss 
chovies will melt, and the oysters shonig not. 
to these you must add also a pound of See, 
butter, which you are to mix with the ‘ 

that are shred, and let them all be well salte kip 
if the Pike be more than a yard long, they a 
may put into these herbs more than a poun{ ” 
if he be less, then less butter will suffice th 


ay DOD 
being thus mixed with a blade or two of mage 
must be put into the Pike’s belly, and they hig 
belly so sewed up, as to keep all the butte, in 
his belly, if it be possible: if not, then as much 
of it as you possibly can; but take not off the 
scales: then you are to thrust the spit through 
his mouth out at his tail; and then take fy, 
or five, or six split sticks or very thin laths, and 
a convenient quantity of tape or filleting : the, 
laths are to be tied round about the Pike’s bod 
from his head to his tail, and the tape tie 
somewhat thick to prevent his breaking or fa) 
ing off from the spit: let him be roasted yep 
leisurely, and often basted with Claret wine ay 
anchovies and butter mixed together, and alg 
with what moisture falls from him into the 
pan: when you have roasted him sufficient] ; 
you are to hold under him, when you unwing 
or cut the tape that ties him, such a dish as yo 
“purpose to eat him out of; and let him fall into 
it with the sauce that is roasted in his belly, 
and by this means the Pike will be kept wp. 
broken and complete: then, to the sauce which 
was within, and also that sauce in the pan, you 
are to add a fit quantity of the best butter, and 
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juice of three or four oranges: 
may either put into the Pike with 
two cloves of garlick, and take it 
hen the Pike is cut off the spit ; or 
sauce a haut-gout, let the dish into 
he Pike fall, be rubbed with it: 
ot using of this garlick is left to 


—M~B. 
h of meat is too good for any but 
very honest men; and I trust you 
both, and therefore I have trusted 
| secret. 

xt tell you, that Gesner tells us 
ikes in Spain ; and that the largest 
ake Thrasymene in Italy; and the 
; equal to them, are the Pikes of 
nd that in England, Lincolnshire 
o have the biggest. Just so doth Sus- 
of four sorts of fish ; namely, an Arun- 
let, a Chichester Lobster, a Shelsey 
ad an Amerley Trout. 

will take up no more of your time with 
n; but proceed to give you some 
ns of the Carp, and how to angle 
and to dress him, but not till he is 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Observations of the Carp, with Direction, h 
to fish for him. OW 


PISCATOR. 


THE Carp is the queen of rivers ; 9 State| 
a good, and a very subtle fish, that it ward y; 
at first bred, nor hath been long in Eng] Rot 
but is now naturalized. It is said they’ “4 
brought hither by one Mr. Mascal, a gentlens 
that then lived at Plumsted in Sussex, 
that abounds more with this fish tha 
this nation. 

You may remember that I told you, Gesn 
says there are no Pikes in Spain: and doubt 
less there was a time, about a hundred or a fey, 
more years ago, when there were no Carps ip 
England; as may seem to be affirmed by ga 
Richard Baker, in whose Chronicle you tha 
find these verses : y 

Hops and turkeys, Carps and beer, 
Came into England all in a year. 


a County 
Dany ip 


And doubtless, as of sea fish the Heyy; 
dies soonest out of the water, and of fresh-watey 
fish the Trout; so except the Fel, the'Carp en. 
dures most hardness, and lives longest out of 
his own proper element. And therefore the re. 
port of the Carp’s being brought out of a fo. 
reign country into this nation, is the more pro. 
bable. 

Carps and Loaehes are observed to breed 
several months in one year, which Pikes and 


ie 
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fish do not. And this is part] 
ee wild rabbits, as Lon oe 
which will lay eggs nine of the 
and yet there be other ducks 
ger than about one month. And 
o be believed, because you shall 
er take a male Carp without a 
e without a roe or spawn ; and 
art very much, and especially all 
eason ; and it is observed, that 
ore naturally in ponds than in 
if they breed there at all; 
hat live in rivers, are taken 
est palates to be much the better 


erved, that in some ponds Carps 
especially in cold ponds; but 
ll breed, they breed innumerably : 
Pliny say six times in a year, if 
ikes nor Pearch to devour their 
is cast upon grass, or flags, or 
lies ten or twelve days before it 


if he have water-room and good 
w to a very great bigness and 
heard, to be much above a yard 
d by Jovius, who hath writ of 
the lake Lurian in Italy, Carps 
to be more than fifty pounds 
| is the more probable, for as the 
and born suddenly, and being 
hort-lived ; so, on the contrary, 
aid to be two years in his dam’s 
hink he is ten years in it, and 
ws in bigness twenty years ; and 
00 that he lives to the age of a 


9 
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hundred years. And it is also obsery, a 
the crocodile is very long-lived, and mons that 
that, that all that long life he thrives in }; than 
and so I think some Carps do, espe cial 8s 
some places: though I never saw One ab, 
twenty-three inches, which was a ore, 
goodly fish ; but have been assured theta 
of a far greater size, and in England too, ae 
Now, as the increase of Carps is Wonde 
for their number; so there is not q rel 
found out, I think, by any, why they « Son 
breed in some ponds, and not in othez,s of 
same nature for soil and all other ig 
stances. And as their breeding, so ay, th Ns 
decays also very mysterious: I have both wt 
it, and been told by a gentleman of trie dy 
nesty, that he has known sixty or More lan 
Carps put into several ponds near to 4 he Re 
where by reason of the stakes in the Dong? 
and the owner’s constant being near to them i 
wasimpossible they should be stolen away p2" 
him ; and that when he has after three 9, in : 
years emptied the pond, and expected an ue 
crease from them by breeding young cm 
for that they might do so, he had, as the ttle 
is, put in three melters for one Spawner, 
has, I say after three or four years, f 
neither a young nor old Carp remaining, fl 
the like I have known of one that has alm, 
watched the pond, and at a like distance of time 
at the fishing of a pond, found of Seventy op 
eighty large Carps not above five or six. and 
that he had forborne longer to fish the saiq 
pond, but that he saw in a hot day in summer, 
a large Carp swim near the top of the wate 
with a frog upon his head, and that he upon | 
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caused his pond to be let dry ; 
of seventy or eighty Carps, only 
ix in the said pond, and those 
ean, and with every one a frog 
t on the head of the said Carps, 
would not be got off without ex- 
or killing: and the gentleman that 
is to me, told me he saw it, and 
nis belief to be,---and I also believe 
at he thought the other Carps 
strangely lost, were so killed by 
devoured. 
son of honour, now living in Wor- 
sured me he had seen a necklace 
adpoles, hang like a chain or neck- 
‘about a Pike’s neck, and to kill 
r it were for meat or malice, must - 
question. 
fallen into this discourse by acci- 
ich I might say more, but ‘it has 
than I intended, and possibly 
u be considerable: I shall there- 
ju three or four more short obser- 
the Carp, and then fall upon some 
low you shall fish for him, 
of Carps is by Sir Francis Bacon, 
wry of Life and Death, observed to 
ars; yet others think they live 
r says, a Carp has been known 
he Palatinate above a hundred 
ost conclude that, contrary to the 
e, all Carps are the better for age 
The tongues of Carps are noted 
e and costly meat, especially to 
uy them: but Gesner says, Carps 
ue like other fish, but a piece of 
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flesh-like fish in their mouth like to , té 
and should be called a palate: but iti, cent, 
it is choicely good ; and that the Carp ig ‘iin 
reckoned amongst those leather-moutheq ¢ 
which I told you have their teeth ;, ,/Sh, 
throat, and for that reason he is vey seld 
lost by breaking his hold, if your hook be Om 
stuck into his chaps. — ae Neg 
I told you that Sir Francis Bacon thi 
that the Carp lives but ten years; but Taal 
Dubravius has writ a book of Fish ang Figs 
ponds, in which he says, that Carps begin a 
spawn at the age of three years, and Continys a 
do so till thirty : he says also, that in the time 
of their breeding, which is in summer, jh € 
the sun hath warmed both the earth and Water 
and so apted them also for generation, that 
then three or four male Carps will follow t 
female; and that then she putting on a see 
coyness, they force her through weeds 
flags, where she lets fall her eggs or spa 
which sticks fast to the weeds, and then the? 
let fall their melt upon it, and so it becomes in 
a short time to be a living fish ; and, as [| told 
you, it is thonght the Carp does this Several 
months in the year; and most believe that Most 
fish breed after this manner, except the Rg]. 
and it has been observed, that when the spawne, 
has weakened herself by doing that natupaj 
office, that two or three melters have helped 
her from off the weeds by bearing her up op 
both sides, and guarding her into the deep, 
And you may note, that though this may seem 
a curiosity not worth observing, yet others have 
judged it worth their time and costs to make 
glass-hives, and order them in such a manner ag 


Ming 
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es have bred and made their honey- 
iow they have obeyed their king, 
| their commonwealth. But it is 
all Carps are not bred by genera- 
some breed other ways, as some 


cians make the gall and stones in 
Carps to be very medicinable ; 
9 be doubted but that in Italy they 


might be said out of him, and 
le, which Dubravius often quotes 

e of Fishes; but it might rather 
satisfy you: and therefore I shall 
to direct you how to catch, than 
ime in discoursing either of the 
breeding of this Carp, 


Nis 


at he is a very subtle fish, and 


ght. 


146 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 


And my first direction is, that if You ws 
fish for a Carp, you must put on a very vil 
measure of patience; especially to fish tee 
river-Carp; I have known a very go fish’ 
angle diligently four or six hours in a day ey 
three or four days together, for a vivey.C foy 
and not have a bite. And you are 
that in some ponds, it is as hard to catch? 
Carp as in a river; that is to say, whens th a 
have store of feed, and the water is of a cla vid 
colour: but you are to remember, that ] hk 
told you there is no rule without an exeg tin’ 
and therefore being possessed with that 425 
and patience which I wish to all fishers. a 
cially to the Carp-angler, I shall tell yo, “a 
what bait to fish for him. But first yoy aul 
know, that it must be either early or late. a 
let me tell you, that in hot weather, for he id 
seldom bite in cold, you cannot be too ¢ay 
too late at it, and some have been so qi, 
as to say, the tenth of April is a fata] day fon 
Carps. 

The Carp bites either at worms or at pag. 
and of worms I think the bluish marsh oy »,,.' 
Gow-worm is best ; but possibly another Worm 
not too big, may do as well, and so m, : 
green gentle: and as for pastes, there aye al. 
most as many sorts as there are medicines for 

‘the tooth-ache, but doubtless Sweet pastes any _ 
best ; I mean, pastes made with honey or with 
sugar; which, that you may the better begui, 
this crafty fish, should be thrown into the pond 
or place in which you fish for him, some hows 
or longer before you undertake your trial of 
skill with the angle-rod : and doubtless if it hp 
thrown into the water a day or two before, a 
several times and in small pellets, you are th 


to ote 
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you fish for the Carp to obtain 
sport: or ina large pond, to draw 
certain place, that they may the 
th more hope be fished for, you 
into it, in some certain place, 
or blood mixed with cow-dung, or 
any garbage, as chicken’s guts 
d then some of your small sweet 
yhich you purpose to angle; and 
yellets being a few of them also 
S you are angling, will be the 


aste must be thus made: Take 
rabbit or a cat cut small, and 
nd if that may not be easily got, 
flovr, and then mix these together, 
them either sugar, or honey, which 
r, and then beat these together in 
r sometimes work them in your 
hands being very clean, and then 
a ball, or two, or three, as you 
our use: but you must work or 
ong in the mortar, as to make it so 
ang upon your hook without wash- 
“i not too hard; or that you may 
eep it on your hook, you may 
your paste a little and not much, 
owish wool. 
ou would have this paste keep all 
any other fish, then mix with it 
nd clarified honey, and work them 
ith your hands before the fire, then 
into balls, and they will keep all 


u fish for a Carp with gentles, 
yn your hook a small piece of sear- 
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let about this bigness, 8 it being so 


aked ; 
anointed with oil of peter, called ed in Op 


of the rock; and if your gentles be py; two . 


three days before into a box or horn anoint.e 
with honey, and so put upon your hook “ted 
preserve them to be living, you are as lik, 

kill this crafty fish this way as any othe. to 


still, as you are fishing, chew a little white wt 


- brown bread in your mouth, and cast ; ; 

_ the pond about the place where youp ito 
swims. Other baits there be; but these we 
diligence and patient watchfulness, wjy] att 
better than any that I have ever practised bi 
heard of: and yet I shall tell you, tha; tia 
crumbs of white bread and honey, made intel 
paste, is a good bait for a Carp; anq 
know itis more easily made. And having gai 
thus much of the Carp, my next discourse shall 
be of the Bream; which shall not prove , 
tedious, and therefore I desire the Continuance 
of your attention. 

But, first, I will tell you how to make this 
Carp, that is so curious to be caught, so curi. 
ous a dish of meat, as shall make him worth 
all your labour and patience ; and though it jg 
not without some trouble and charges, yet jt 
will recompense both. 

Take a Carp, alive if possible, scour him 
and rub him clean with water and salt, byt 
scale him not; then open him, and put him, 
with his blood and his liver, which you mugt 
save when you open him, into a small pot oy 
kettle ; then take sweet marjoram, thyme, and 


parsley, of each half a handful, a sprig of 


rosemary, and another of savory, bind them 
into two or three small bundles, and put them 


t 
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with four or five whole onions, 
oysters, and three anchovies. 


nly cover him; and season 
with salt, cloves, and mace, 
of oranges and lemons: that 
ur pot and set it on a quick fire, 
ntly boiled; then take out the | 
y it with the broth into the dish, 
on it a quarter of a pound of the 
er, melted and beaten with half 
fuls of the broth, the yolks of 
_ eggs, and some of the herbs 
sh your dish with lemons, and so 
nd much gooddo you. Dr. T. 


CHAPTER X. 


of the Bream, and Directions 
-* to catch him. | 


PISCATOR. 


m, being at a full growth, is a 
ly fish: he will breed both in 
onds; but loves best to live in 
here, if he likes the water and 
grow not only to be very large, 
a hog: he is by Gesner taken to 
sant or sweet than wholesome: 
ong in growing, but breeds ex- 
water that pleases him ; yea, in 
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many ponds so fast, as to over-store them 
starve the other fish. J a 

He is very broad, with a forked tail 
his scales set in excellent order ; he haty }2md 
eyes, and a narrow sucking mouth; h 
two sets of teeth, and a lozenge-like bord 
bone to help his grinding. The meltey ia {a 
served to have two large melts, and the final 
two large bags of eggs or spawn. ale 

Gesner reports, that in Poland 4 Conia 
and a great number of large Breams wey, 
into a pond, which in the next following wines 
were frozen up into one entire ice, ang Pe 
one drop of water remaining, nor one of ¢ ot 
fish to be found, though they were diligenge 
searched for; and yet the next spring, yj, y 
the ice was thawed, and the weather Wa ™ 
and fresh water got into the pond, he affirm: 
they all appeared again. This Gesner affiving. 
and I quote my author, because it seems .1' 
most as incredible as the resurrection tg .” 
atheist. But it may win something in point of 
believing it, to him that considers the breedin, 
or renovation of the silk-worm, and of mie 
insects. And that is considerable which ru 
Francis Bacon observes in his History of Life 
and Death, fol. 20, that there be some herbs 
that die and spring every year, and some en. 
dure longer. 

But though some do not, yet the French 
esteem this fish highly ; and to that end haye 
this proverb, “He that hath Breams in his 
“pond, is able to bid his friend welcome,” 
And it is noted, that the best part of a Bream 
is his belly and head. 


and 
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, that Breams and Roaches will 
xgs and melt together, and so there 
y places a bastard breed of Breams, 
¢ come to be either large or good, 
amerous. 


mies Ms 
7, 1. Paste made of brown bread and 
ntles, or the brood of wasps that be 
nd then not unlike gentles, and should 
1ed in an oven, or dried on a tile be- 
ire, to make them tough; or there is 
ot of docks or flags, or rushes in 
laces, a worm not unlike a maggot, at 
ch will bite freely. Or he will bite at 
pper with his legs nipped off, in June 
or at several flies under water, which 
ound on flags that grow near to the 
e. I doubt not but that there be many 
its that are good; but I will turn 
to this most excellent one, either 
or Bream, in any river or mere: it 
mn to me by a most honest and excel- 
ler; and hoping you will prove both, 
art it to you. 
wet your bait be as big a red-worm as 
n find, without a knot; get a pint or 
them in an evening in garden walks, 
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or chalky commons, after a shower of 
and put them with clean moss, wel] Wash 
and picked, and the water squeezed out of e 
moss as dry as you can, into an earthen pat 
Pipkin set dry, and change the mos, fe Or 
every three or four days for three week, -— 
month together; then your bait will be af mh, 
best, for it will be clear and lively. e 
2. Having thus prepared your baits 

your tackling ready and fitted for this Spee 
‘Take three long angling-rods, and as ant 
and more silk or silk and hair lines, ang 
many large swan or goose-quill floats, % 
take a piece of lead made after this manner, 


and fasten them to the low ends of your lines 
Then fasten your link-hook also to the lead. 
and let there be about a foot or ten inches ba! 
tween the lead and the hook ; but be sure the 
lead be heavy enough to sink the float oy quill 
a little under the water, and not the quill to 
bear up the lead, for the lead must lie on the 
ground. Note, that your link next the hoyk 
may be smaller than the rest of your line, jf 
you dare adventure, for fear of taking the Pike 
or Pearch, who will assuredly visit your 
hooks till they be taken out, as I will shew 
you afterwards, before either Carp or Bream 
will come near to bite. Note also, that when 
the worm is well-baiteds it will crawl up and 
down, as far as the lead will give leave, which 


fy, 


—E COMPLETE ANGLER, 153 
eth the fish to bite without suspi- 


ing thus prepared your baits, and 
wckling, repair to the river, where 
en them to swim in skulls or 
summer time in a hot afternoon, 
x four of the clock; and watch 
rth of their deep holes and re- 
ich you may well discern, for the 
t four of the clock, most of them 
at the bottom, yet one or two will 
of the water, rolling and tumb- 
ives whilst the rest are under him 
m, and so you shall perceive him 
tinel: then mark where he plays 
rays longest, which commonly is in 
and deepest place of the river ; 
or near thereabouts, at a clear 
a convenient landing place, take 
angles ready fitted as aforesaid, 
bottom, which should be about 
1) feet deep, two yards from the 
est. Then consider with yourself 
at water will rise or fall by the 
g, by reason of any water-mills 
ecording to your discretion take 
f the place, where you mean after 
ground-bait, and to fish, to half an 
the lead lying on or near the 
the top of the float may only 
at half an inch above the water. 
u having found and fitted for the 
lepth thereof, then go home and 
r ground-bait, which is, next to 
rour labours, to be regarded. 
The Ground-bait. ; 
] take a peck, or a peck anda 
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half, according to the greatness of the g_. 
and deepness of the water where you , eh) 
angle, of sweet gross-ground barley-maj; “8 
boil it in a kettle; one or two Wwarme 
enough: then strain it through a bag int Ig 
tub, the liquor whereof hath often done >a 
horse much good: and when the bag ang f : 
is near cold, take it down to the wate, it 
about eight or nine of the clock in the event 
and not before: cast in two parts of yor 
eround-bait, squeezed hard between both 1 @ 
hands ; it will sink presently to the botto 

and be sure it may rest in the very 4) mn, 
where you mean to angle: if the streay, 7 
hard, or move a little, cast your malt in ha, 

fuls a little the higher, upwards the stro 
You may between your hands close the mal 
so fast in handfuls, that the water will hardle 
part it with the fall. y 

Your ground thus baited, and tacklin, 
fitted, leave your bag with the rest of your 
tackling and ground-bait near the Sporting. 
place all night, and in the morning about 
three or four of the clock visit the water-siq, 
but not too near; for they have a cunning 
watchman, and are watchful themselves too,” 

Then gently take one of your three rods 
and bait your hook, casting it over yoy 
ground-bait, and gently and secretly draw. j 
to you, till the lead rests about the middle of 
the ground-bait. 

Then take a second rod and cast it about, 
yard above, and your third a yard below the 
first rod, and stay the rods in the ground; but 
go yourself so far from the water-side, that 
you perceive nothing but the top of the floats, 
which you must watch most diligently: then, 
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re a bite, you shall perceive the 
float to sink suddenly into the 
nevertheless be not too hasty to 
rods, until you see that the line 
way, then creep to the water-side, 
much line as possibly you can: if 
Carp or Bream, they will go to 
ide of the river ; then strike gently, 
ur rod at a bent a little while ; 
th pull together, you are sure to 
ame, for either your line, or hook, 
break; and after you have over- 
n, they will make noble sport, and 
hy to be landed. The Carp is far 
d more mettlesome than the Bream. 

re is to be observed in this kind 
fishing ; but it is far fitter for expe- 
d discourse than paper. Only thus 
sessary for you to know, and to be 
d careful of; that if the Pike or 
breed in that river, they will be 
first, and must first be taken. And 
t part they are very large; and 
to your ground-bait, not that they 
it, but will feed and sport them- 
mongst the young fry that gather 
hover over the bait. 
way to discern the Pike and to take 
u mistrust your Bream-hook,---for I 
a Pike a yard long several times 
m-hooks, and sometimes he hath 
to share my line,---may be thus: 
, small Bleak, or Roach, or Gud- 
ait it, and set it alive among your 
t deep from the cork, with a little 
on the point of the hook; then take 
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a few crumbs of white bread, or some el 

ground-bait, and sprinkle it gently 21) the 
your rods. If Mr. Pike be there, then the 1,88 
fish will skip out of the water at hig ,. tle 
ance, but the live-set bait is sure to be take 

Thus continue your sport from fouy in th 
morning till eight, and if it be a gloomy, win a° 
day, they will bite all day long. But, ish 
too long to stand to your rods at one Place, 9. 1s 
_ it will spoil your evening sport that day, Which 
is this: 

About four of the clock in the afternoon » 
pair to your baited place; and as soon ag * 
come to the water-side, cast in one half of the 
_ rest of your ground-bait, and stand off. a 
whilst the fish are gathering together, for thea 
they will most certainly come for their supper 
you may take a pipe of tobacco; and then ;’ 
with your three rods, as in the morning; oy 
will find excellent sport that evening til] eight 
of the clock; then cast in the residue of you 
ground-bait, and next morning by four of the 
clock visit them again for four hours, which is 
the best sport of all; and after that, let them 
rest till you and your friends have a mind t 
more sport. 

From St. James’s-tide until Bartholomey. 
tide is the best: when they have had all the 
summer’s food, they are the fattest. 

Observe, lastly, that after three or fou, 
days fishing together, your game will be ver 
shy and wary ; and you shall hardly get above 
a bite or two at a baiting: then your only wa 
is to desist from your sport about two or three 
days ; and in the mean time, on the place you 
late baited, and again intend to bait , you shall 
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green but short grass, as big or 
round trencher; to the top of 
the green side, you shall with a 
een thread fasten one by one as 
red-worms as will near cover all 
n take a round board or trencher, 
. the middle thereof, and through 
on the board or trencher, with 
d as long as is fitting, tied to a 
n to the bottom of the water, for 
| upon without disturbance about 
days; and after that you have 
y, you may fall to, and enjoy 
recreation. B.A. 


CHAPTER XI. 


; of the Tench, and Advice how to 
angle for him. 


PISCATOR. 


ch, the physician of fishes, is ob- 
e ponds better than rivers, and to 
ter than either; yet Camden ob- 
is a river in Dorsetshire that 
Tenches, but doubtless they re- 
.ost deep and quiet places in it. 
hath very large fins, very small 
scales, a red circle about his eyes, 
ig and of a gold colour; and from 
of his mouth there hangs down a 
in every Tench’s head there are 
10 
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two little stones, which foreign Physicians 
great use of; but he is not Commendeg xe 
wholesome meat, though there be ye,, % fop 
use made of them for outward Applicat ch 
Rondeletius says that, at his being at pr 
he saw a great cure done by applying 4 Ten’ 
to the feet of a very sick man. This’ sth 
was done after an unusual manner py , Wi 
Jews. And it is observed, that many o¢ ‘ Qn 
people have many secrets yet unknowy OSe 
Christians ; secrets that have never Yet he 
written, but have been since the days of then 
Solomon, who knew the nature of al] thine’ 
even from the cedar to the shrub, deliveng? 
by tradition from the father to the son, al 4 
from generation to generation, without Writin 0 
or, unless it were casually, without the les’ 
communicating them to any other Nation 

tribe; for to do that, they account a 


‘ Profane 
tion. And yet it is thought that they, or Re 
spirit worse than they, first told us thot lice 


swallowed alive were a certain cure fop ¢ 
yellow jaundice. This and many other medi. 
cines were discovered by them or by revels, 
tion ; for, doubtless, we attained them not by 
study. i ‘ eae 
Well, this fish, besides his eating, is ye 
useful both dead and alive for the good ¢p 
mankind. But I will meddle no more with 
that, my honest humble art teaches no such 
boldness: there are too many foolish meddlerg 
in physic and divinity, that think themselves 
fit to meddle with hidden secrets, and so brin 
destruction to their followers. But I will not 
meddle with them any farther than to wish 
them wiser; and shall tell you next, for, I 
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be so bold, that the Tench is the 
f fishes, for the Pike especially :. 
Pike, being either sick or hurt, is 
_ touch of the Tench. And it is 
| that the tyrant Pike will not be a 
; physician, but forbears to devour 
he be never so hungry. 

that carries a natural balsam in 
0th himself and others, loves yet 
sry foul water, and amongst weeds. 
am sure he eats pleasantly, and, 
will think so too, if you taste 
I shall therefore proceed to give 
few, and but a few, directions how 
iis Tench, 


have given you these observa- 


bite at a paste made of brown bread. 
r at a marsh-worm, or a lob-worm : 
yery much to any paste with which 

and he will bite also at a smaller 
his head nipped off, and a cod- 
e hook before that worm ; and 
but that he will also in the three 
--for in the nine colder he stirs not 
at a flag-worm, or at a green gen- 
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tle ; but can positively say no More . 
Tench, he being a fish that I have e of the 
angled for; but I wish my honest schola Otten 
and be ever fortunate when he fishes." 


CHAPTER XII, 


Observations of the Pearch, and Direction, h 
to fish for him. ow 


PISCATOR, 


THE Peareh is a very good, and a y 
bold-biting fish : he is one of the fishes of A 
that, like the Pike and Trout, carries his 
in his mouth ; which is very large, and he da 
venture to kill and devour several other kingl 
of fish; he has a hooked or hog back, which» 
armed with sharp and stiff bristles, and aj] he 
skin armed or covered over with thick, q 
hard scales; and hath, which few other fish 
have, two fins on his back; he is so bold, that 
he will invade one of his own kind, which the 
Pike will not do so willingly ; and you ma 
therefore easily believe him to be a boy 
biter. 

The Pearch is of great esteem in Ita] 
saith Aldrovandus, and especially the least ang 
there esteemed a dainty dish. And Gesnep 
prefers the Pearch and Pike above the Trout 
or any fresh-water fish: he says, the Germans 
have this proverb, “ More wholesome than a 
“ Pearch of Rhine: and he says the river. 
Pearch is so wholesome, that physicians allow 


teeth 


dT eS 
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ten by wounded men, or by men 
by women in child-bed. Na 
ns but once a year, and is by phy- 
d very nutritive; yet by many to be 
gestion. They abound more in the 
and in England, says Rondeletius, 
arts; and have in their brain a 
is in foreign parts sold by apothe- 
g there noted to be very medi- 
nst the stone in the reins. ‘These 
f the commendations which some 
i brains have bestowed upon the 
r Pearch: yet they commend the 
which is known by having but one 
ack,---of which, they say, we Eng- 
t a few,---to be a much better fish, 
weh grows slowly, yet will grow, as 
xn credibly informed, to be almost 
g; for an honest informer told me, 
was not long since taken by Sir 
liams, a gentleman of worth, and 
f the Angle, that yet lives, and I 
this was a deep bodied fish, and 
rst have devoured a Pike of half 
ngth: for I have told you, he isa 
h a one as, but for extreme hun- 
e will not devour; for to affright 
ind save himself, the Pearch will set 
1s, much like as a turkey-cock will 
set up his tail. 
Scholar, the Pearch is not only 
lefend himself, but he is, as TI said, 
g fish; yet he will not bite at all 
he year: he is very abstemious in 
t will bite then in the midst of the 
arm: and note, that all fish bite 
e midst of a warm day in winter; 
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and he hath been observed by some, not 
to bite till the mulberry-tree buds- thar tally 
say, till extreme frosts be past the are. is t 
when the mulberry-tree blossoms, iad > fop 
deners observe their forward fruit t5 te Zan, 
the danger of frosts, and some have y, © Past 
like observation of the Pearch’s bitine ade 
But bite the Pearch will, and th 
boldly: and, as one has wittily obsep SY 
there be twenty or forty ina hole, they Bi if 
at one standing all catched one after tunel 
they being, as he says, like the wickeg they ; 
world, not afraid, though their felioy,, the 
companions perish in their sight. And 
may observe, that they are not like the so); You 
Pike ; but love to accompany one anothe Hap 
march together in troops. *, an 
And the baits for this bold fish 


are not many ; I mean, he will bite as wel] g 
some or at any of these three, as at any or all : 
others whatsoever, a worm, a minnow, op g 
little frog, of which you may find many in hay. 
time : and of worms, the dunghill-worm, called 
a brandling, I take to be best, being wel] 
scoured in moss or fennel ; or he will bite ata 
worm that lies under cow-dung, with a bluish 
head, And if you rove for a Perch witha 


rei iil deed, gcpanbel Mena AH Tei hMins id, ANU CLL get 
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it is best to be alive, you stick- 
< through his back-fin; or a min- 
hook in his upper lip, and letting 
and down about mid-water, or a 
and you still keeping him to about 
a cork, which ought not tobea 
e: and the like way you are to 
Pearch with a small frog, your 
stened through the skin of his leg, 
pper part of it : and lastly, I will 
this advice, that you give the 
enough when he bites, for there 
r any Angler that has given him 
And now fi think best to rest 
oe almost spent my spirits with 


7, good Master, one fish more ; 
. rains still, and you know our 
c money put to usury ; they may 
e sit still and do nothing but 
y one another. Come, come, the 
od Master. 

t, Scholar, have yon nothing to 
is discourse, which grows both 
tiresome? Shall 1 have nothing 
at seem to have both a good me- 
sheerful spirit. 

s, Master, | will speak you acopy 
were made by Doctor Donne, 
shew the world that he could 
d smooth verses when he thought 
rth his labour; and I love them 
ause they allude to rivers, and 
g.. ‘They be these : 
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Come live with me, and be my love, 
And we will some new pleasures proye 
Of golden sands, and crystal brooks. ? 
With silken lines, and silver hooks,’ 


There will the river whisp’ring run, 
Warm’d by thy eyes more than the syn, 
And there the enamell’d fish will Stay,’ 
Begging themselves they may betray.’ 


When thou wilt swim in that live bath 
Lach fish, which ev’ry channel hath, , 
Bost am’rously to thee will swim, 

Gladder to catch thee, than thou him, 


If thou to be so seen be’st loath 

y sun or moon, thou dark’nest both . 
And if mine eyes have leave to see, * 
i need not their light, having thee, 


Let others freeze with Angling-reeds, 

And cut their legs with shells and weeds 
Or treach’rously poor fish beset, , 
With strangling snares, or windowy net 


Let coarse bold hands, from slimy nest, 
The bedded fish in banks outwrest ; 
Let curious traitors sleave silk flies, 

Lo *witch poor wand’ ring fishes eyes: 


For thee, thou need’st no such deceit, 
For thou thyself art thine own bait: 
That fish that is not catch’d thereby, 
fs wiser far, alas! than I. 


Pisc. Well remembered, honest Scholay: 
{ thank you for these choice verses, which ] 
have heard formerly, but had quite forgot, ti] 
they were recovered by your happy memo * 
Well, being I have now rested myself a little 
I will make you some requital, by telling you 
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of the Eel ; for it rains still ; 
you say, our Angles are as 
e, that thrives when we play, 
sit still and enjoy ourselves 

r under this honeysuckle hedge. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


ns of the Fel, and other Fish that 
cales ; and how to fish for them. 


PISCATOR. 


reed by most men, that the Helis a 
fish ; the Romans have esteemed 
na of their feasts, and some the 
late-pleasure, But most men differ 
breeding: some say they breed by 
as other fish do; and others, that 
as some worms do, of mud; as rats 
yd many other living creatures are 
rypt, by the Sun’s heat, when it 
‘the overfiowing of the river Nilus ; 
he putrefaction of the earth, and 
r ways. ‘Those that deny them to 
eneration as other fish do, ask, if 
yer saw an Eel to have a spawn or 
they are answered, that they may 
in of their breeding as if they had 
pawn ; for they say, that they are 
Eels have all parts fit for genera- 
ther fish, but so small as not to be 
ned, by reason of their fatness ; 
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but that discerned they may be, anq th 
he and the she-Eel may be distinguishes the 
their fins. And Rondeletius says, he heal y 
Eels cling together like dew-worms, * Seen 

And others say, that Eels, growip 
breed other Eels out of the corruption oF Re 
own age; which, Sir Francis Bacon say, elt 
ceeds not ten years. And others say, th: ex, 
pearls are made of glutinous déw-drops wi as 
are condensed by the sun’s heat in those je Ich 
tries; so Eels are bred of a particulap deo 
falling in the months of May or June on a 
banks of some particular ponds or rivers a the 
by nature for that end, which in a fey Fie 
are by the sun’s heat turned into Fels. “JS 
some of the ancients have called the Eel, tnd 
are thus bred, the offspring of Jove. | h ies 
seen in the beginning of July, in a rivey a 
far from Canterbury, some parts of it cova 
over with young Hels, about the thickness of : 
straw ; and these Eels did lie on the top : 
that water, as thick as motes are said to be of 
the sun: and I have heard the like of othe 
rivers, aS namely in Severn, where they ai 
called yelvers; and in a pond or mere yea 
unto Staffordshire, where about a set time in 
summer, such small Eels abound so much, that 
many of the poorer sort of people, that inhabit 
near to it, take such Eels out of this mere with 
sieves or sheets, and make a kind of EHel-cake 
of them, and eat it like as bread. And Gesnep 
quotes venerable Bede to say, that in Englang 
there is an island called Ely, by reason of the 
innumerable number of Eels that breed in it, 
But that Eels may be bred, as some worms and 
some kind of bees and wasps are, either of dew, 
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the corruption of the earth, seems to 
bable by the barnacles and young 
d by the sun’s heat, and the rotten 
gn old ship, and hatched of trees ; 
1 are related for truths by Du Bartas 
and also by our learned Camden, 
Gerard in his Herbal. 
d by Rondeletius, that those Eels 
red in rivers that relate to, or be 
le sea, never return to the fresh- 
he Salmon does always desire to 
have once tasted the salt water ; 
e more easily believe this, because 
in that powdered beef is a most ex- 
to catch an Eel: and though Sir 
on will allow the Eel’s life to be 
rs, yet he, in his History of Life 
ath, mentions a Lamprey belonging to 
1 emperor to be made tame, and so 
most threescore years; and that 
ul and pleasant observations were 
Lamprey, that Crassus the orator, 
, lamented her death. And we 
or Hakewill, that Hortensius was 
) at the death of a Lamprey that 
pt long, and loved exceedingly. 
ated by all, or most men, that Eels 
months, that is to say, the six cold 
he year, stir not up and down, nei- 
rivers nor in the pools in which 
are; but get into the soft earth or 
ere many of them together bed 
and live without feeding upon any 
ave told you some swallows have 
to do in hollow trees for those 
iths ; and this the Eel and swallow 
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do, as not being able to endure winter Weath 
for Gesner quotes Albertus to say, tha i er, 
year 1125, that year’s winter being m9, ts 
than usually, Eels did by nature’s instings old 
out of the water into a stack of ho, . Set 
meadow upon dry ground, and there bedq 
themselves, but yet at last a frost killeg thor! 
And our Camden relates, that in Lancashi 
fishes were digged out of the earth with Spa det 
where no water was near to the place, I ie 
say little more of the Eel, but that, as it j, a 
served, he is impatient of cold ; so it hath bal 
observed, that in warm weather an fg ;" 
been known to live five days out of the wa,’ 

And lastly, let me tell you that some Curigd 
searchers into the natures of fish observe 48 
there be several sorts or kinds of Eels 


. a: | 
silver Eel, and green or greenish Ee] the 


which the river of Thames abounds, and thal 
are called Grigs; and a blackish Eel, who 
head is more flat and bigger than ordin 
Eels; and also an Eel whose fins are reddish. 
and but seldom taken in this nation, anq vee 
taken sometimes : these several kinds of gn 
are, say some, diversly bred; as namely, ony 
of the corruption of the earth, and some: 
dew, and other ways, as I have said to you: 
and yet it is affirmed by some for certain; that 
the silver Eel is bred by generation, but not 5 
spawning as other fish do, but that her brood 
come alive from her, being then little liye 
Eels, no bigger nor longer than a pin: and [ 
have had too many testimonies of this to doubt 
the truth of it myself; and if I thought it need. 
ful I might prove it, but I think it is needless, 


And this Eel, of which I have said so much 
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be caught with divers kinds of 
ely, with powdered beef, with a 
worm, with a minnow, or gut of 
wn, or the guts of any fish, or with 
hing, for he is a greédy fish: but 
be caught especially with a little, 
amprey, which some call a Pride, 
the hot months be found many of 
iver Thames, and in many mud- 
r rivers, yea, almost as usually as 
s in a dunghill. 
te, that the Eel seldom stirs in the 
1 hides himself; and therefore he 
aught by night, with one of these 
h I have spoken : and may be then 
ing hooks, which you are to fasten 
or twigs of a tree; or by throw- 
cross the stream with many hooks 
those baited with the aforesaid baits, 
or plummet, or stone, thrown into 
this line, that so you may in the 
d it near to some fixed place, and 
p with a drag hook or otherwise : 
gs are indeed too common to be 
d an hour’s fishing with any 
teach you better, both for these 
‘other common things in the prac- 
Angling, than a week’s discourse. 
efore conclude this direction for 
, by telling you, that in a warm 
er, | have taken many a good Eel 
and have been much pleased with 


ause you that are but a young 
not what snigling is, I will now 
you. You remember I told you 
9 not usually stir in the day-time 
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for then they hide themselves unde 
covert, or under boards or planks ah, 
gates, or wears, or mills, or in holes i 


» ha, 
stein 
one of these holes, or between ap: Dyatto 
about a mill, or under any great ands 


St 
plank, or any place where you think Ba or 


may hide or shelter herself, you ma ie Rel 
hel of a short stick put in your bait, be the 
surely, and as far as you may convenj, lei. 
and it is scarce to be doubted, but that if tho 3 
be an Eel within the sight of it, the Bg) % 
bite instantly, and as certainly gorge j,. I 
you need not doubt to have him, if yoy. 4 
him not out of the hole too quickly, byt Pull 
him out by degrees ; for he lying folded doub 
in his hole, will with the help of his taj] } le 
all, unless you give him time to be weayiay 
with pulling, and so get him out by degneat 
not pulling too hard. 8s, 
And to commute for your patient hearj 
this long direction, I shall next tell you ho 
to make this Eel * 


(Pian 
VAs 


a most excellent dish of meat. 
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sh him in water and salt, then 
skin below his vent or navel, and 
rpther; having done that, take out 
ean as you can, but wash him 
him three or four scotches with 
then put into his belly and those 
herbs, an anchovy, and a little 
d, or cut very small; and your 
anchovies must also be cut ver 
ixed with good butter and salt: 
this, then pull his skin over him 
ad, which you are to cut off, to 
nay tie his skin about that part 
d grew ; and it must be so tied 
Jl his moisture within his skin: 
done this, tie him with tape or 
to a spit, and roast him leisurely, 
with water and salt till his 
d then with butter; and having 
nough, let what was put into his 
at he drips, be his sauce. 5S. F. 


go to dress an Eel thus, I wish he 
and big as that which was caught 
h river in the year 1667, which 
nd three quarters long. If you 
ve me, then go and see at one of 
ouses in King-street in Westmin- 


let me tell you, that though the 
sed be not only excellent good, 

ss than any other way ; yet it 
at physicians account the Eel 
at: I will advise you therefore, 


says of honey, “ Hast thou found 
ore than is sufficient, lest thou 
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“ surfeit ; for it is not good to eat yp 

“ ney.” And let me add this, that teh Va 

ritable Italian bids us “ give Hels and yo Cha. 

“ to our enemies.” bas Wihe 
And I will beg a little more of you, 

tion to tell you, that Aldrovandus anq jitten. 


physicians commend the Eel very much 
medicine, though not for meat. But jg, 


tell you one observation, that the Fel js neaal 
out of season, as Trouts and most othe, Ver 
are at set times; at least most Fels aye moe 

I might here speak of many othe» ¢ 
whose shape and nature are much like the 
and frequent both the sea and fresh riveyg. el, 
namely, the Lamprel, the Lamprey, anq’ th 
Lamperne; as also of the mighty Co,,.° 
taken often in Severn about Gloucestep. Ser, 
might also tell in what high esteem may 
them are for the curiosity of their tasted of 
these are not so proper to be talked of by he 
because they make us Anglers no sport; 
fore I will let then alone, as the Jews 
whom they are forbidden by their law. 

And, Scholar, there is also a Floundep 
sea-fish, which will wander very far into fresh 
rivers, and there lose himself, and dwell ang 
thrive to a hand’s breadth, and almost twice 80 
ong; a fish without scales, and most excellent 
meat; and a fish that affords much sport to the 
Angler, with any small worm, but especially a 
little bluish worm, gotten out of marsh-groung 
or meadows, which should be well scoured: 
but this, though it be most excellent meat, yet 
it wants scales, and is, as I told you, therefore — 
an abomination to the Jews. 

Bui, Scholar, there is a fish that they in 


there. 
do, to 
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oast very much of, called a Char, 
and I think there only, in a mere 

er-mere ; a mere, says Camden, 
argest in this nation, being ten 
th, and some say, as smooth in 
as if it were paved with polished 
Phis fish never exceeds fifteen or six. 
n length, and it is spotted like a 
has scarce a bone but on the back - 
ugh I do not know whether it make 
port, yet I would have you take 
because it is a rarity, and of so 
th persons of great note, 
I have you ignorant of a rare 
Guiniad, of which I shall tell you 
. and others speak. The river 
uns by Chester, springs in Me- 
and as it runs toward Chester, 
h Pemble-mere, which is a large 
is observed, that though the river 
with Salmon, and Pemble-mere 
jad, yet there is never any Sal- 
1 the mere, nor a Guiniad in the 
Ww my next observation shall be 


CHAPTER XIV. 


f the Barbel. and Directions 
how to fish for hin. 


PISCATOR. y 
elis so called, says Gesner, by 
a 8 
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yeason of his barb or wattles at his 


which are under his nose or chaps, 7. 0Uth, 


ej 7 
of those leather-mouthed fishes that [ ¢, 1S Ong 


of, that does very seldom break his hojg Ou 
be once hooked; but he is so strong th If he 
will often break both rod and line, if he oe he 
to be a big one. OVes 
But a Barbel, though he be of a fing & 
and looks big, yet he is not accounted the Pe 
fish to eat, neither for his wholesomenes, “St 
his taste; but the male is reputed much beam 
than the female, whose spawn is very hurt 
as I will presently declare to you. ful, 
They flock together like sheep, and apg 
the worst in April, about which time th 
spawn, but quickly grow to be in season, * 
is able to live in the strongest swifts of ¢ 
water, and in summer they love the shalloy 
and sharpest streams; and love to lurk yy, 
weeds, and to feed on gravel against a yjg 
ground, and will root and dig in the sands yj 
his nose like a hog, and there nests himselg, 
yet sometimes he retires to deep and swig 
bridges, or flood-gates, or wears, where he yj 
nest himself amongst piles, or in hollow pl 
and take such hold of moss or weeds, that be 
the water never so Swiit, it 1s not able to force 
him from the place that he contends for. Thjg 
is his constant custom in summer, when he 
and most living creatures sport themselves jy 
the sun: but at the approach of winter, thep 
he forsakes the swift streams and shallow 
waters, and by degrees retires to those parts of 
the river that are quiet and deeper; in which 
places, and I think about that time, he spawns, 


and, as I have formerly told you, with the 


help of the melter, hides his spawn or eggs in 
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they both dig in the gravel, and 
utually labour to cover it with the 
to prevent it from being devoured 


such store of this fish in the river 
at Rondeletius says, they may in 
3 of it, and in some months of the 
en by those that dwell near to the 
their hands, eight or ten load at a 
ys, they begin to be good in May, 
ey cease to be so in August ; but it 


Vay; which is so certain, that Ges- 
asius declare, it had an ill effect 
even to the endangering of their 
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affords an Angler choice sport, bein 
and a cunning fish; so lusty and cud ly 
to endanger the breaking of the Anglepes 
by running his head forcibly towards line, | 
covert, or hole, or bank ; and then striki any 
the line, to break it off with his tail, as INE at 
served by Plutarch in his book De Ty iw ob, 
Animalium ; and also so cunning to nibp), a 
suck off your worm close to the hook, a. d 
avoid the letting the hook come into his », Yet 
The Barbel is also curious for his , utd 
that they be clean and sweet; that is t, its, 
to have your worms well scoured, and not 2, 
in sour and musty moss, for he is a cul 
feeder; but at a well scoured lob-worm he ws 
bite as boldly as at any bait, and speciajj, ; 
the night or two before you fish for him vif, 
shall bait the places where you intend 4% 
for him with big worms cut into pieces. .° 
note, that none did ever over-bait the Rhy. 
nor fish too early or too late for a Bar 
And the Barbel will bite also at gentles, whi. 
not being too much scoured, but green, ang 
choice bait for him ; and so is cheese, Which 
is not to be too hard, but kept a day or two in 
a wet linen cloth to make it tough ; with thi. 
you may also bait the water a day or 
before you fish for the Barbel, and be m 
the likelier to catch store: and if the che 
were laid in clarified honey a short time befoy, 
as namely, an hour or two, you were still the 
likelier to catch fish: some have directed to 
cut the cheese into thin pieces, and toast it, anq 
then tie it on the hook with fine silk; and 
some advise tofish for the Barbel with sheep's 
tallow and soft cheese beaten or worked into 
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at itis choicely good in August, 
e it: but doubtless the lob-worm 
and the gentle not too much 
eese ordered as I have directed, 
h; and I think will serve in any 
I shall commend any Angler 
clusions, and is industrious to 
art. And now, my honest Scho- 
shower and my tedious discourse 
sd together: and I shall give you 
rvation, that when you fish for a 
rod and line be both long and of 
sth; for, as I told you, you will 
eavy and a dogged fish to be dealt 
e seldom or never breaks his hold 
strucken. And if you would 
fishing for the Umber or Barbel, 
ur with Doctor Sheldon, whose 
e others; and of that, the poor 
bout him have a comfortable ex- 


let us go and see what interest 
will pay us for letting our Angle- 
long and so quietly in the water, 
Come, Scholar, which will you 


Vhich you think fit, Master. 

Vhy, you shall take up that; for I 
y viewing the line, it has a fish 
¢ you, Scholar: well done. Come 
up the other too: well, now you 
y brother Peter at night, that you 
taleash of Trouts this day. And 
move toward our lodging, and drink 
if Red-Cow’s milk as we go, and 
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give pretty Maudlin and her honest n 
brace of ‘routs for their supper. they a 
VEN. Master, I like your motio, 
well; and I think it is now about mijhoy 
time, and yonder they be at it. king. 
Pisc. God speed you, good woman ; 7 
you both for our songs last night: [ 4), nl 
companion have had such fortune g fishi™ 
this day, that we resolve to give yoy ant 
Mandlin a brace of Trouts for supper, and 
will now taste a draught of your Req.q, We 
milk. ows 
MiLK-W. Marry and that you shajj ,. 
all my heart; and I will be still you, dent 
when you come this way: if you wil x 
speak the word, I will make you a goog : 1 
' bub of new verjuice, and then you aa a. 
down in a hay-cock and eat it, and Maudie 
shall sit by and sing you the good old sop 1 
the Hunting in Chevy Chase, or some om of 
good ballad, for she hath good store of ty, “ 
Mandlin, my honest Maudlin, hath a notabl: 
memery; and she thinks nothing too goog 4. 
you, because you be such honest men, ' 
VEN. We thank you; and intend once jp 
a month to call upon you again, and give yoy 
a little warning; and so good night: g 


thang 


night, Maudlin, And now, good Master, jg 


us lose no time; but tell me somewhat mo 

of fishing, and, if you please, first, somethin 

of fishing for a Gudgeon. : 
Pisc. ¥ will, honest Scholar. 


Te 
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CHAPTER XV. 


gs of the Gudgeon, the Ruffe, and 
ak; and how to fish for them. 


PISCATOR. 


fish of excellent taste, and to be 
me: he is of a fine shape, of a 
and beautified with black spots 
ody and tail. He breeds two or 
the year, and always in summer. 
nended for a fish of excellent nou- 
e Germans call him Groundling, 
‘his feeding on the ground; and 
ysts himself in sharp streams, and 
el. He and the Barbel both feed 
not hunt for flies at any time, as 
fishes do: he is an excellent fish to 
g Angler, being easy to be taken 
(l red-worm, on or very near to the 
Ie is one of those leather-mouthed 
his teeth in his throat, and will 
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hardly be lost from off the hook if hg 
strucken. They be usually scattereg ,~ Nee 
down every river in the shallows, in the: wud 
of summer ; but in autumn, when th fat 
begin to grow sour or rot, and the Weeds 
colder, then they gather together, anq 
the deeper parts of the water; and are t 
fished for there, with your hook always ‘ : 
ing the ground, if you fish for him wit) ioe 
or with a cork: but many will fish for am 
Gudgeon by hand, with a running ling» 
the ground, without a cork, as a'T'rout is gabok 
for; and it is an excellent way, if you ha” 
gentle rod and as gentle a hand. veq 
There is also another fish called 9 Pp 
and by some a Ruffe, Pe, 


a fish that is not known to be in some rivers 
he is much like the Pearch for his shape, and 
taken to be better than the Pearch, but will] not 
grow to be bigger than a Gudgeon. He is an 
excellent fish, no fish that swims is of a plea. 
Santer taste; and he is also excellent to enter 
a young Angler, for he is a greedy biter; anq 
they will usually lie abundance ‘of them to. 
gether, in one reserved place, where the water 
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uns quietly; and an easy Angler, 
d where they lie, may catch 
7, or sometimes twice so many, at 
ust fish for him with a small red- 
if you bait the ground with earth, it 


also a Bleak, or fresh-water Sprat, 
is ever in motion, and therefore 
ome the river-swallow; for just as 
bserve the swallow to be most even- 
amer ever in motion, making short 
turns when he flies to catch flies in 
which he lives, so does the Bleak 
of the water. Ausonius would have 


Z ines is 


fhitish colour: his back is of a plea- 
sea-water green, his belly white 
as the monntain snow; and doubt- 
he have the fortune, which virtue 
or people, to be neglected, yet the 
ht to be much valued, though we 

ot salt, and the skill that the Ita- 
to turn them into anchovies. This 
aught with a Pater-noster line, that 
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is, six or eight very small hooks tied , 
line, one half a foot above the othe;. TS the 
seen five caught thus at one time ; and; have 
has been gentles, than which none js hea ait 
Or this fish may be caught with * 
small artificial fly, which is to be of 4 fing 
sad brown colour, and very small, and 3 
hook answerable. There is no better spox the 
whipping for Bleaks in a boat, or on a po, than 
the swift water in a summer’s evenins wa 
hazle top about five or six foot long Be a 
line twice the length of the rod. I have ye. a 
Sir Henry Wotton say, that there be mae 
that in Italy will catch swallows so, op onl 
pecially martins, this bird-Angler standing?” 


the top of a steeple to do it, and with a 
twice so long as I have spoken of; and Je a 


tell you, Scholar, that both martins and Bj, 
be most excellent meat. _ aks 
And let me tell you, that I have known 
hern that did constantly frequent one pla 
caught with a hook baited with a big ming 
or asmall gudgeon. The line and hook must hy 
strong, and tied to some loose staff, so big th : 
she cannot fly away with it, a line not excell 
ing two yards. j 


CHAPTER XVI. 
{s of nothing; or, that which is nothing worth, 


PISCATOR. 
My purpose was to give you some directions 
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« Roach and Dace, and some other 
sh, which make the Angler excellent 
ou know, there is more pleasure in 
are than in eating her: but I will 
time to say any more, because you 
ome our brother Peter and honest 
ut I will promise you, that as you 
nd walk to- morrow towards London, 
ow forgotten any thing that I can 
rber, I will not keep it from you. 

et, Gentlemen: this is lucky that 
o just together at this very door. 
stess, where are you? Is supper 
e, first give us drink, and be as 
can, for I believe we are all very 
ell, brother Peter, and Coridon, to 
ome drink, and then tel! me what 
h: we two have caught but ten 
which my Scholar caught three ; 
eight, and a brace we gave away : 
ad a most pleasant day for fishing 
, and are returned home both weary 
and now meat and rest will be 


nd Coridon and I have had not an 
day, and yet I have caught but five 
or indeed we went to a good honest 
and there we played at shovel-board 
ay; all the time that it rained we 
, and as merry as they that fished ; 
lad we are now with a dry house 
ads, for hark how it rains and blows. 
ostess, give us more ale, and our sup- 
what haste you may: and when we 
dlet us have your song, Piscator, 
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and the catch that your Scholar 
or else Coridon will be dogged. 
Pisc. Nay, I will not be worse 4, 
word: you shall not want my song, and 7; By 
I shall be perfect in it. hone 
Ven. And I hope the like for my ¢ 
which I have ready too: and therefore epee 
merrily to supper, and then have a gentle toe? 
at singing and drinking; but the last with wat 
deration. Mo, 
Cor. Come, now for your Song, fop 
have fed heartily. Come, fiostess, lay , f 
more sticks on the fire; and now sing when ey 
will. Joy 
Pisc. Well then, here’s to you, Coriq 
and now for my song. on; 


Promised 


Oh the gallant fisher’s life, 
ITs ull at a of any; » 
Mis full of pleasure, void of strife 
dind ’tis belov’d by many: partes 
Other joys 
Are but toys; 
Only this 
Lawful is: 
For our skilt 
Breeds no ill, 
But content and pleasure. 


In amorning up we rise, 
Ere Aurora’s peeping, 
Drink a cup to wash our eyes, 
Leave the sluggard sleeping : 
hen we £0 

To and fro, 

With our knacks 

At our backs, 

To such streams 

As the Thames, 
Lf we have the leisure. 
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lease to watk abroad 

pecreation, ; 
elds is our abode, 

‘delectation: — 


a bit, . 
fish entangle. 


2 gentles in a horn, 

aste and worms t00; 
watch both night and morn, 
yin and storms too: ~ 


e to swear; 
hs do fray 
away; 
sit still, 
watch our quill ; 
s must not wrangle. 


n’s excessive heat 
iy bodies swelter, 
ier hedge we get 
iendly shelter ; 

ein adike 
rch or Pike, 
ch or Dace, 

‘0 chase, 
eak or Gudgeon 

out grudging ; " 
e still contented. 


sometimes pass an hour 
a green willow, 
defends us from a showers 
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Other joys 
re but toys, 
And to be lamented. 


Jo. CHALK yp, 


VEN. Well sung, Master: this day’s fort 
and pleasure, and this night’s company hee 
song, do all make me more and more ; ot 
with Angling. Gentlemen, my Master Jeg, -V¢ 
alone for an hour this day; and I verily a 
lieve he retired himself from talking wig} >* 
that he might be so perfect in this SONG : Wasa 
not, Master? oa: tt 

Pisc. Yes indeed; for it is many yea 
since I learned it, and having forgotten 7 pal 
of it, I was forced to patch it up by the hey - 
mine own invention, who am not excellent 
poetry, as my part of the song may testify ; but 
of that I will say no more, lest you should 
think I mean by discommending it to be 
commendations of it. And therefore, Without 
replications, let us hear your catch, Scholap 
which I hope will be a good one; for you ane 
both musical, and have a good fancy to boot, 

VEN. Marry, and that you shall; ang oa 
freely as I would have my honest Master te 
me some more secrets of fish and fishing ag we 
walk and fish towards London to-morvow, But, 
Master, first let me tell you, that very hoy: 
which you were absent from me, I sat down 
under a willow-tree by the water-side, and cop. 
sidered what you had told me of the owner of 
that pleasant meadow in which you then lej 
me; that he had a plentiful estate, and not q 
heart to think so; that he had at this time 
many law-suits depending, and that they both 
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mirth, and took up so much of his — 
ghts, that he himself had not lei- 
the sweet content that I, who pre- 
tle to them, took in his fields: for 
e sit quietly, and looking on the 
me fishes sport. themselves in the 
ms, others leaping at flies of several 
colours; looking on the hills, I 
d them spotted with woods and 
king down the meadows, could see 
gathering lilies and lady-smocks, 
irl cropping culverkeyes and cow- 
ake garlands suitable to this pre- 
of May: these and many other 
, so perfumed the air, that I thought 
eadow like that field in. Sicily, of 
lorus speaks, where the perfumes 
ym the place make all dogs that hunt 
1 off, and to lose their hottest scent. 
thus sat joying in my own happy 
nd pitying this poor rich man, that 
and many other pleasant groves and 
out me, I did thankfully remember 
aviour said, that the “‘ meek possess 
? or rather, they enjoy what the 
ss and enjoy not; for Anglers, and 

pirited men, are free from those 
restless thoughts, which corrode the 
ife; and they, and they only, can 
poet has happily expressed it, 


estate of lowltiness! 

enjoyments of such minds, 
self-contentedness, 

ethe reeds in roughest winds, 
elding make that blow but smail, 
thich proud oaks and cedars fall. 
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There came also into my mind, at that ti 
certain verses in praise of a mean estate ; 
an humble mind: they were written by Phi 
Fletcher, an excellent divine, and an excei 
Angler, andthe Author of excellent Piscayet 
Eclogues, in which you shall see the Picty ory 
this good man’s mind: and I wish mine ‘ 
like it. @ 


No empty hopes, no courtly fears him fright, 
No begging wants his middle fortune bite ; 
But sweet content exiles both misery and spite 
His certain life, that never can deceive him, ~ 
Is full of thousand sweets and rich contenz. 
The smooth-leav’d beeches in the field receiy, hi 
With coolest shade, till noon-tide’s heat be, tm 
His life is neither toss’d in boisterous seas, “Pnts 
Or the vewatious world, or lost in slothful eqg,, 
Pleas’d and full blest he lives, when he his God 
please. Can 


His bed, more safe than soft, yields quiet slee ‘ 
While by his side his faithful spouse hath plage 

His little son into his bosom creeps, ; 
The lively picture of his father’s face: 

His humble house, or poor state, ne’er torment jj 

Less he could like, if tess his God had lent him -'™ 

And ~~ he dies, green turfs do for a toms conten, 

im. 


Gentlemen, these were a part of the thoughts 
that then possessed me; and I there made g 
conversion of a piece of an old catch, and addeg 
more to it, fitting them to be sung by us Ap. 
glers: come, Master, you can sing well; you 
must sing a part of it as it is in this paper, 


& 
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Per. Ay marry, Sir, this is music indee 
this has cheered my heart, and made me to ; 
member six verses in praise of music, which 7 
wiil speak to you instantly. i 


Music, miraculous rhet’ric! that speak’st senge 

Without a tongue, excelling eloquence ; 

With what ease might thy errors be excus’d, 

Wert thou as truly lov’d as thow’rt abus’d 2 

But though dull souls neglect, and some re 
thee, Prove 

I cannot hate thee, *cause the angels love thee, 


Ven, And the repetition of these last vey, 
of music has called to my memory what \, 
Ed. Waller, a lover of the Angle, says of loll 
and music. 


Whilst I listen to thy voice, 
Chloris, I feel my heart decay ; 
That powerful noise 
Calls my fleeting soul away : 

Oh! suppress that magic sound, 

Which destroys without a wound. 


Peace, Chloris, peace; or singing die, 
That together you and I 
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To heaven may go: 
‘or ali we know 
e blessed do above 
‘hey sing, and that they love. 


ell remembered, brother Peter: 
came seasonably, and we thank 
y. Come, we will all join together, 
d all, and sing my Scholar’s catch 
id then each man drink the other 


our heads. 


ell now, good night to every body, 
ind so say I, 
And so say I, 
ood night to you all, and I thank 


Good morrow, brother Peter, and the 
honest Coridon: come, my Hostess 
is seven shillings to pay : let us each 
1 pot for his morning’s draught, and 
is two shillings ; that somy Hostess 
e occasion to repent herself of 
nt, and using us so kindly. 
motion is liked by every body ; 
ss, here’s your money: we An- 
eholding to you, it will not be 
‘see youagain. And now, brother 
h you and my brother your 
lay and good fortune. Come, 


d, and thank God we have a dry 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Of Roach and Dace, and how to fish for ¢ 
and of Cadis, dem 


VENATOR, 


GoopD Master, as we go now towards 
don, be still so courteous as to give me Lon, 
instructions ; for I have several boxes nore 
memory, in which I will keep them ay \%V 
safe, there shall not one of them be lost Very 

Pisc. Well, Scholar, that I wil]. - 
will hide nothing from you that I can’ fe I 
ber, and can think may help you forward. ‘ 
wards a perfection in this art: and becansil 
have so much time, and I have said so lity We 
Roach and Dace, I will give you some din of 
tions concerning them. Tee. 

Some say the Roach is so called from TUtilis 
which, they say, signifies red fins: he is q ¢ rn 
of no great reputation for his dainty taste, and 
his spawn is accounted much better than 
other part of him. And you may take notion 
that as the Carp is accounted the water-fox, fp 
his cunning: so the Roach is accounted y 
water-sheep, for his simplicity or foolishness 
It is noted that the Roach and Dace recoyg 
strength, and grow in season, in a fortnight 
after spawning; the Barbel and Chub jp , 
month: the Trout in four months: and 
Salmon in the like time, if he gets into the Sea, 
and after into fresh water. 


Roaches be accounted much better in the 
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in a pond, though ponds usually 
biggest. But there is a kind of bas- 

Roach that breeds in ponds, with a 
ed tail, andofa very small size, which 


Bream and right 
ud some ponds are stored with these 


uds; they differ 
a Herring 
ilchard: and these bastard breed of 
how scattered in many rivers, but I 
in the Thames, which I believe affords 
st and fattest in this nation, especially 
London bridge : the Roach is a, leather- 
fish, and has a kind of Saw-like teeth 
oat. And lastly, let me tell you, the 
res an Angler excellent sport, espe- 


best Trout-Anglers be in Derby- 
he waters 


with paste or gentles; in April with 
: cadis ; in the very hot months with 


¥ 
\ 
aN 


Ne ere a 


194 THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 


little white snails, or with flies undep Wat 
for he seldom takes them at the top, thoy,3 “8% 
Dace will. In many of the hot months, Roach 
may also be caught thus: Take a May 
ant-fly, sink him with a little lead to the’h te 
near to the piles or posts of a bridge, OF he 
to any posts of a wear, | mean any deep Dl ay 
where Roaches lie quietly, and then py} youn 
fly up very leisurely, and usually a Roach’. 
follow your bait to the very top of the Wate 
and gaze on it there, and run at It and take it 
lest the fiy should fly away from him, , 

Lhave seen this done at Windsor and Henle 
bridge, and great store of Roach taken, .¥ 
sometimes a Dace or Chub: and in Angus 
you may fish for them with a paste made onl 
of, the crumbs of bread, which should }, y 
pure fine manchet; and that paste Must be 
tempered between your hands till it be 
soft and tough too; a very little water, and 
time and labour, and clean hands, will make it 
a most excellent paste: but when you fish with 
it, you must have a small hook, a quick eye 
and a nimble hand, or the bait is lost ang the 
fish too, if one may lose that which he never 
had: with this paste you may, as I said, take 
re, 
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uch of a kind, in matter of feed- 
oodness, and usually in size. 
take this general direction for 
paits which may concern you to 
. They will bite almost at any 
jally at ant-flies ; concerning which, 
‘tion, for it is very good: 
blackish ant-fly out of the mole- 
ill, in which place you shall find 
month of June, or if that be too 
ear, then doubtless you may find 
August, and most of September ; 
alive with both their wings, and 
m into a glass that will hold a 
tle; but first put into the glass a 
re of the moist earth out of which 
em, and as much of the roots of 
the said hillock, and then put in 
ly, that they lose not their wings: 
of earth over it, and then so many 
into the glass without bruising, will 
a month or more, and be always in 
. for you to fish with; but if you 
them keep longer, then get any 
pot, or barrel of three or four 
ch is better, then wash your barrel 
‘and honey, and having put into it 
of earth and grass-roots, then put in 
and cover it, and they will live a 
a year: these in any stream and 
are a deadly bait for Roach or 
a Chub; and your rule is, to fish 
a handful from the bottom. 
next tell you a winter bait for a 
Dace, or Chub, and it is choicely 
out All-hallontide, and so till frost 
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comes, when you see men ploughing y 
ground, or sandy ground, or green Wards 
follow the plough, and you shall fing a > they ; 
worm as big as two maggots, and it hath » we 
head ; you may observe in what groyy,q” "ed 
are, for there the crows will be very Water ott 
and follow the plough very close ; it js all Deut 
and full of whitish guts: a worm tha {ony 
Norfolk, and some other counties, called 
grub, and is bred of the spawn or ego, of 
beetle, which she leaves in holes that she qi a 
in the ground under cow or horse dung, 8 
there rests all winter, and in March o, ‘Aa 
comes to be first a red, and then a black beth 
gather a thousand or two of these, ang 
them with a peck or two of their own eanthe 
into some tub or firkin, and cover and kee 
them so warm, that the frost or col 
winds kill them not; these you may keep 
winter, and kill fish with them at any time. 
and if you put some of them into a little earth 
and honey a day before you use them, You wil) 
find them an excellent bait for Bream, Cary, 
or indeed for almost any fish. , 
And after this manner you may also ke 
gentles all winter, which are a good bait then 
and much the better for being lively and tough, 
Or you may breed and keep gentles thus: Take 
a piece of beast’s liver, and with a cross Stick 
hang it in some corner over a pot or barrel, 
half full of dry clay ; and as the gentles LtOW 
big, they will fall into the barrel, and SCoup 
themselves, and be always ready for use whey, 
soever you incline to fish; and these gentle 
may be thus created till after Michaelmas, 
But if you desire to keep gentles to fish with 


d air. 
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get a dead cat or a kite, and 
vn; and when the gentles begin 
to stir, then bury it and them 
arth, but as free from frost as you 
ese you may dig up at any time 
ntend to use them; these will last. 
and about that time turn to be 


ou be nice to foul your fingers, 
Anglers seldom are, then take this 
, handful of well-made malt, and 
a dish of water, and then wash and. 
ixt your hands till you make it 
as free from husks as you can; then 
ater from it, and put a small quan- 
water to it, and set it in something 
hat purpose over the fire, where 
9 boil apace, but leisurely and very 
il it becomes somewhat soft, which. 
ry by feeling it between your finger 
; and when it is soft, then put your 
t, and then take a sharp knife, and 
rout end of the corn upward, with 
your knife take the back part of 
from it, and yet leaving a kind of 
on the corn, or else it is marred ; 
t off that sprouted end, I mean a 
hat the white may appear, and so. 
husk on the cloven side, as I di- 
and then cutting off a very little of 
md, that so your hook may enter: 
r hook be small and good, you will 
0 be a very choice bait, either for 
ummer, you sometimes casting a 
into the place where your float 
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And to take the Roach and Dace a 
bait is the brood of wasps or bees, j¢’ a R004 
their heads in blood; especially 860 Pi dip 
Bream, if they be baked or hardenej ii fop 
husks in an oven, after the bread is tay, hejp 
of it, or hardened on a fire-shovel ; ang so srt 
is the thick blood of sheep, being half drieg ® 
a trencher, that so you may cut it into cua 
pieces as may best fit the size of you, hook! 
and a little salt keeps it from rowing ban? 
and makes it not the worse, but better ; thie’ 
taken to be a choice bait if rightly ordered 3 

There be several oils of a strong sme} ti 
IT have been told of, and to be. Excellent 
tempt fish to bite, of which I could say much . 
but [ remember I once carried a smal] bottle 
from Sir George Hastings to Sir Henry Wot 
ton, they were both chymical men, as 4 reat 
present ; it was sent, and received, and Tse 
with great confidence: and yet, upon en ui 
I found it did not answer the expectation 
Sir Henry; which, with the help of this an 
other circumstances, makes me have little be. 
lief in such things as many men talk of. é 
but that I think fishes both smell and hear, ag 
I have expressed in my former discourse ; py 
there is a mysterious knack, which, though j 
be much easier than the philosopher’s stone 
yet it is not attainable by common Capacities, 
or else lies locked up in the brain or breast of 
some chymical man, that, like the Rosier. 
cians, will not yet revealit. But let mejneyey. 
theless tell you, that camphor, put with mogg 
into your worm-bag with your worms, makes 
them, if many Anglers be not very much mis. 
taken, a tempting bait, and the Angler mor 
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ut I stepped by chance into this 
oils and fishes’ smelling; and 
might be more said, both of it 
s for Roach and Dace and. other 
t I will forbear it at this time, and 
the next place how you are to pre- 
kling ; concerning which I will, 
ce, give you an old rhyme out of 
ook which will prove a part, and 
of what you are to provide. 


vy line, my float and my lead, 
d my, plummet, my whetstone and 


baits both living and dead, 
ijmy meat, for that is the chief: 
have thread, and hairs green and small, 
ling-purse, and so you have all. 


must have all these tackling, and 
ny more, with which, if you mean 
, you must store yourself; and to 
I will go with you either to Mr. 
who dwells amongst the booksellers 
Church-yard, or to Mr. John 
the Swan in Golden-lane ; they 
est men, and will fit an Angler with 
x he lacks. 
en, good Master, let it be at----------- 
wrest to my dwelling; and I pray 
there the ninth of May next, about 
lock, and I’ll want nothing that a 
i be furnished with. 
‘ell, and I'll not fail you, God will- 
ne and place appointed. 

nk you, good Master, and I will 
: and, good Master, tell me what 
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baits more you remember ; for it wil ot 
be long ere we shall be at Tottenham. . 
Cross, and when we come thither I wil} i 
you some requital of your pains, by repeag 
as choice a copy of verses as any We ne 
heard since we met together; and that ‘ave 
proud word, for we have heard very goo4 a Q 
Pisc, Well, Scholar, and I shaij 1 es, 
right glad to hear them: and [ wil), hey 
walk, tell you whatsoever comes in y, mie 
that I think may be worth your hearing. wud, 
may make another choice bait thus. Ta: oy 
handful or two of the best and bigges whe a 
you can get, boil it in a little milk, j; oa 
frumety is boiled ; boil it so till it be som, . 
then fry it very leisurely with honey and 
little beaten saffron dissolved in milk ; and vee 
will find this a choice bait, and good, 1 4 YO 
for any fish, especially for Roach, Dace, Chu 
or Grayling: [ know not but that it ma be 
as good for a river-Carp, and especially if th 
ground be a little baited with it, e 
And you may also note, that the spawp at 
most fish is a very tempting bait, being g litte 
hardened on a warm tile, and cut into fit Pieces 
Nay, mulberries and those black-berries whi 
grow upon briers, be good baits for Chuhg 
Carps; with these inany have been taken; 
ponds, and in some rivers where such ty 
have grown near the water, and the fruit cus. 
tomarily dropped into it: and there be a hy, 
dred other baits more than can be well nameg 
which, by constant baiting the water, will be. 
come a tempting bait for any fish in it. 
You are also to know, that there be dives 
kinds of cadis, or case-worms, that are tobe 
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nation in several distinct coun- 
several little brooks that relate to 
; as namely, one cadis called a 
husk or case is a piece of reed 
long or longer, and as big about 
ass of a two-pence: these worms 
three or four days in a woollen bag 
he bottom of it, and the bag wet 
will in three or four days turn to 
and these be a choice bait for the 
havender, or indeed for any great 
is a large bait. 
is also a lesser cadis-worm, called a 
being in fashion like the spur of a 
» at one end; and the case or house 
is dwells is made of small husks, 
and slime, most curiously made of 
so as to be wondered at, but not to 
man, no more than a king-fisher’s 
rhich is made of little fishes’ bones, 
uch a geometrical interweaving and 
, as the like isnot to be done by the 
this kind of cadis is a choice bait 
at-fish ; it is much less than the pi- 
and to be so ordered ; and these may 
erved, ten, fifteen, or twenty days, 
be longer. 
is also another cadis, called by some 
orm, and by some a ruff-coat, whose 
ase is made of little pieces of bents, 
and straws, and water-weeds, and 
what, which are so knit together 
nsed slime, that they stick about 
case, not unlike the bristles of a 
; these three cadises are commonly 
he beginning of summer, and are 
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good indeed to take any kind of fish, y; 
or otherwise. I might tell you of mane float 
which as these do early, so those have wt, 
time also of turning to be flies later jy sum eip 
but I might lose myself and tire you 4 2%} 
a discourse: I shall therefore but rei, Such 
you, that to know ‘hese and their several Le ep 
and to what flies every particular Cadis ¢ Nds, 
and then how to use them, first as they be |» 
dis, and after as they be flies, is an art, an an 
art that every one that professes t, be ay 
Angler has not leisure to search after, anda 
he had, is not capable of learning. rif 
I will tell you, Scholar, several County 
have several kinds of cadises, that indeeg di 
fer as much as dogs do; that is to Say f 
much as a very cur and a greyhound 4% 
These be usually bred in the very little oi 
or ditches that run into bigger rivers 3 and 
think, a more proper bait for those very rive 
than any other. I know not how or of wh 
this cadis receives life, or what coloured q i 
turns to; but doubtless they are the death of 
many ‘routs, and this is one killing way. 
Take one, or more if need be, of these Ja 2 
yellow cadis, pull off his head, and with it pall 
out his black gut ; put the body, as little bruised 
as is possible, on a very little hook, armed on 
with a red hair, which will shew like the Cadis. 
head, and a very little thin lead, so put upon 
the shank of the hook that it may sink ppp. 
sently; throw this bait thus ordered, which 
will look very yellow, into any great still hole 
where a Trout is, and he will presently yep. 
ture his life for it, tis not to be doubted, if 
you be not espied, and that the bait first touch 
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before the line; and this will do 

epest stillest water., 

me tell you, 1 have been much 

alk quietly by a brook with a, little 
hand, with which I might easily 

d consider the curiosity of their 

and if you shall ever like to do so, 
that your stick must be a little hasel 

cleft, or have a nick at one end of 
h means you may with ease take 

em in that nick out of the water, 
have any occasion to use them, 
lonest Scholar, are some observa- 

ou as they now come snddenly 
nory, of which you may make some 

the practical part, it is that that 

Angler: it is diligence, and observa- 
actice, and an ambition to be the 

wt, that must do it. I will tell you, 
ce heard one say, “ I envy not 

ats better meat than I do, nor him 

er, or that wears better clothes 

; I envy nobody but him, and him 

atches more fish than I do.’”? And 

s like to prove an Angler; and 
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CHAPTER XVIII, it 


’ 
se 


Of the Minnow or Penk, of the Loach 3 j 
the Bull-head, or Miller’s-thump and gp 


’ 


PISCATOR. a 


THERE be also three or four Othep ij 
fish that I had almost forgot, that are ay ‘Mle 
out scales, and may for excellency of 4 
compared to any fish of greatest valy 
largest size. They be usually full of gad 
spawn all the months ofsummer ; for the } Or 
often, as it is observed mice and many oft 
smaller four-footed creatures of the earth the 
and as those, so these come quickly to thee 
full growth and perfection. And it is nog ety 
that they breed both often and NUMeroyg), 
for they be, besides other accident sly, 


es 


s of 
both a prey and baits for other fish. Anda 
T shall tell you of the Minnow or Penk, 


fg 


The Minnow hath, when he is in perfeg 
season and not sick, which is only Presently | 
after spawning, a kind of dappled or waygl 
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eto a panther, on his sides, inclining to 
and sky-colour, his belly being milk- 
is- back almost black or blackish. 
yarp biter at a small worm; and in 
ar makes excellent sport for young 
or boys, or women that love that re- 
and in the spring they make of them 
Minnow-tansies ; for being washed 
t, and their heads and tails cut off, 
guts taken out, and not washed after, 
excellent fur that use ; that is, bein g 
wolks of egys, the flowers of cow- 
f primroses, and a little tansie: thus 
make a dainty dish of meat. 

ach is, as I told you, a most dainty 
reeds and feeds in little and clear 
s or rills ; and lives there upon the 
d in the sharpest streams: he grows 
bove a finger long, and no thicker’ 
table to that length. 


is not unlike the shape of the Eel; 
eard or wattles like a Barbel. He 
s at his sides, four at his belly, and 
tail ; he is dappled with many black 
pots, his mouth is Barbel-like under 
‘ 13 
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shis nose. This fish is usually fyyj 
spawn; and is by Gesner, and other 108s oy 
physicians, commended for great nour} THe 
and to be very grateful both to the pa ment 
Stomach of sick persons: he is to be fishe i 
with a very small worm at the bottom Ph fop 
very seldom or never rises above tha’, ° he 
on which I told you he usually gets hj, seve, 

The Miller’s-thumb, or Bull-head, ;, Ving. 
of no pleasing shape. , 


of @ 


He is by Gesner compared to the Sea-toad-gy, 
for his similitude and shape. It has a hea} 
big and fiat, much greater than suitable to his 
body : a mouth very wide, and usually gapin 

He is without teeth, but his lips are very rough, 
much like to a file; he hath two fins near to 
his gills, which be roundish or crested, two fing 
also under the belly, two on the back, one he. 
low the vent, and the fin of his tail is round, 
Nature hath painted the body of this fish with 
whitish, blackish, brownish spots. They he 
usually full of eggs or spawn all the summer, 
I mean the females ; and those eggs swell theiz 
vents almost into the form of adug. The 

begin to spawn about April, and, as I told you, 
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veral months in the summer: and in 
t, the Minnow, and Loach, and Bull- 
1 in the mud, as the Fel doth, or 
‘not where; no more than we know 
» cuckoo and swallow and other half- 
8, which first appear to us in April, 
e six cold,winter, melancholy months. 
-head does usually dwell and hide 
holes, or amongst stones in clear 
in very hot days will lie a long 
still, and sun himself, and will be 
een upon any flat stone, or any gra- 
ch time he will suffer an Angler to 
ok baited with a small worm, very 

his very mouth ; and he never re- 
ite, nor indeed to be caught with the 
Anglers. Matthiolus commends him 
e for his taste and nourishment, than 
pe or beauty. 


t scales, but hath his body fenced 
ral prickles. I know not where he 
winter, nor what he is good for in 
but only to make sport for boys and 
nglers, and to feed other fish that be 
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fish of prey, as Trouts in particular. , 
bite at he as at a Penk, and better. te Will 
hook be rightly baited with him; fop Wa Youy 
be so baited, as his tail, turning like the . May 
a wind-mill, will make him turn mopg 
than any Penk or Minnow can. fo, i 
that the nimble turning of that or the Min nie, 
is the perfection of minnow-fishing. a a 
end, if you put your hook into his mot}, 2°h 
out at his tail, and then having first tie( and 
with white thread a little above his tail 
placed him after such a manner on your he q 
as he is like to turn, then sew up his mout Ok 
your line, and he is like to turn qutick, 
tempt any Trout; but if he do not turn ic 
then turn his tail a little more or less towang? 
the inner part, or towards the side of the hook. 
or put the Minnow or Sticklebag a little more 
crooked or more straight on your hook, unt] 
it will turn both true and fast ; and then dou} 
not but to tempt any great Trout that lies ; : 
swift stream. And the Loach, that I tolq yo 
of, will do the like: no bait is more tempting 
provided the Loach be not too big. 
And now, Scholar, with the help of thj, 
fine morning, and your patient attention, ] 
have said all that my present memory yjj 
afford me concerning most of the several fish 
that are usually fished for in fresh waters, 
VEN. But, Master, you have by your formey 
civility made me hope that you will make goog 
your promise, and say something of the seye. 
ral rivers that be of most note in this nation; 
and also of fish-ponds, and the ordering of 
them: and do it, I pray, good Master; for] 
love any discourse of rivers, and fish, and fish. 


Pak 
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ime spent in such discourse passes 
pleasantly. 


CHAPTER XIX, 


Rivers, and some Observations of 
Fish. 


PISCATOR, 


Scholar, since the ways and wea- 
th favour us, and that we yet see not 
-Cross, you shall see my willingness 
our desire. And first, for the rivers 
ion, there be, as you may note out 
Heylin’s Geography and others, in 
5; but those of chiefest note he 
d describes as followeth. 
ef is Thamisis, compounded of two 
me and Isis: whereof the former, 
what beyond Thame in Bucking- 
and the latter near Cirencester in 
hire, meet together about Dorches- 
dshire ; the issue of which happy 

s the Thamisis, or ‘Thames : henee 
wixt Berks, Buckinghamshire, Mid- 
rey, Kent, and Essex, and so wed- 
to the Kentish Medway in the 
of the ocean. This glorious river 
violence and benefit of the sea more 
er in Europe, ebbing and flowing 
ay more than sixty miles; about 
cS are so many fair towns and prince- 
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ly palaces, that a German poet thug tr 
spake : uly 


Tot campos, §¢. 


We saw so many woods and princely bowers, 
Sweet fields, brave palaces, and stately towers 
So many gardens dress’d with curious care, * 
That Thames with royal Tiber may compare, 


2, The second river of note is Sabrina . 
Severn: it hath its beginning in Plinlimmor 
Hill in Montgomeryshire, and his end sevill 
miles from Bristol ; washing in the mean sail 
the walls of Shrewsbury, Worcester, and Glow 
cester, and divers other places and palaces of 
note. 

3. Trent, so called for thirty kind of fig, 

. a F {Seg 
that are found in it, or for that it receives 
thirty lesser rivers ; who having his fountain 
in Staffordshire, and gliding through the coup, 
ties of Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicester, a), 
York, augmenteth the turbulent current , 
Humber, the most violent stream of all the 
isle. This Humber is not, to say truth, a dig 
tinct river, having a spring-head of his own 
but it is rather the mouth, or xstuarium, of 
divers rivers here confluent and meeting to. 
gether; namely, your Derwent, and especial] 
of Ouse and Trent; and (as the Danow, hay. 
ing received into its channel the rivers Drayys 
Savus, Tibiscus, and divers others) changeth 
his name into this of Humberabus, as the olf 
geographers call it. 

4. Medway, a Kentish river, famous for 
harbouring the royal navy. 

5, Tweed, the north-east bound of England; 
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northern banks is seated the strong 
gnable town of Berwick, uf 

e, famous for Newcastle, and her in- 
e coal-pits. These, and the rest of 
ote, are thus comprehended in one 
rayton’s sonnets. 


ies Thames, for ships and swans is 


3 

y Severn for her shore ts prais’d ; 
Trent for fords and fish renown’ d, 
v's fame to Albion’s cliffs is rais’d, 
hester vaunts her holy Dee, 

wonders of her Ouse can tell; 
x Dove, whose banks so fertile bey, 
will say her Medway doth excel. 
mmends her Isis to the Thame 

rn borders boast of Tweed’s fair flood ; 
parts extol their Willy’s fame, ua 
ld Lea brags of the Danish blood. 


bservations are out of learned Dr. 

my old deceased friend, Michael 
and because you say, you love such 
as these of rivers and fish and fish- 
you the better, and love the more 
hem to you. Nevertheless, Scholar, 
| begin but to name the several sorts 
fish that are usually taken in many 
vers that run into the sea, I might 
er in you, or unbelief, or both; and 
venture to tell you a real truth con- 
€ lately dissected by Dr. Wharton, 
eat learning and experience, and of 
dom to communicate it; one that 
ind my art, one to whom I have been 
or many of the choicest observations 
e imparted to you. This good man, 


. 
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that dares do any thing rather than te] & 
truth, did, I say, tell me, he lately isa : 
ene strange fish, and he thus deserj} ote 
to me. ©. it 
‘The fish was almost a yard broad 
“ twice that length; his mouth wide enoy? pnd 
“ receive or take into it the head of a mag to 
“‘ stomach seven or eight inches broag. ? his 
“of a slow motion, and usually lies o, ia Is 
“ close in the mud, and has a moveable 
“<on his head, about a span, or near UNty © 
“ quarter of a yard long, by the moyip oa 
“« which,---which is his natural bait,—wher of 
“‘ lies close and unseen in the mud, he dra 
‘other smaller fish so close to him, that 1° 
«* can suck them into his mouth, and so devour 
“* and digests them.” : 
And, Scholar, do not wonder at this, fo 
besides the credit of the relater, you are 
note, many of these, and fishes which are of te 
like and more unusual shapes, are Very ofte 
taken on the mouths of our sea-rivers, ‘ang a 
the sea-shore: and this will be no wondey hi 
any that have travelled Egypt; where t is 
known the famous river Nilus does not on] 
breed fishes that yet want names, but b y 
overflowing of that river, and the help of the 
sun’s heat on the fat slime which that rive, 
leaves on the banks, when it falls back into jt, 
natural channel, such strange fish and beags 
vare also bred that no man can give a name tg. 
as Grotius, in his Sopham, and others, have 
observed. 4 
But whither am I strayed in this discourse? 
T-will end it by telling you, that, at the mouth 
of'some of these rivers of ours, Lerrings are 


string 
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as namely, near to Yarmouth in 
d in the west-countty Pilchers so 
ul, as you will wonder to read what 
d Camden relates of them in his Bri- 
178, 186. 

cholar, J will stop here, and tell you 
reading and conference I have ob- 
oncerning fish-ponds. 


‘CHAPTER XX. 
‘ish-ponds, and how to order them. 


PISCATOR., 


or Lebault, the learned Frenchman, in 
course of Maison Rustique, gives 
ion for making of fish-ponds : I shall 
him to read it at large ; but I think 
tract it, and yet make it as useful, 
iseth, that when you have drained 
, and made the earth firm where the 
e pond must be, that you must then 
ice drive in two or three rows of oak 
2s, which should be scorched in the 
f burnt, before they be driven into 
_ for being thus used, it preserves 
longer from rotting: and having 
wy faggots or bavins of smaller wood 
em, and then earth betwixt and 
n; and then having first very well 
em. and the earth, use another pile 
er as the first were: and note, that 


—- 
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the second-pile is to be of or about the bis 
that you intend to make your sluice op Aekt . 
gate, or the vent that you intend shal] cog i, 

the overflowings of your pond, in any Pie 
that shall endanger the breaking of th, , Od 
dam. Pong, 

Then he advises that you plant Willows 
owlers about it, or both ; and then cast in bani 
in some places not far from the side, and in 
most sandy places, for fish both to spawn y, 
and to defend them and the ‘young fry from 4 
many fish, and also from vermin that lig § 
watch to destroy them ; especially the spall 
of the Carp and Tench, when it is left to the 
mercy of ducks or vermin. \ 

He and Dubravius and all others adyj, 
that you make choice of such a place for rae 
pond, that it may be refreshed with a little py 
or with rain-water running or falling into it. 
by which fish are more inclined both to brea,’ 
and are also refreshed and fed the better, anj 
do prove to be of a much sweeter and mop, 
pleasant taste. 

To which end it is observed, that such Pools 
as be large, and have most gravel, and shallow, 
where fish may sport themselves, do afford fg, 
of the purest taste. And note, that in all pogly 
it is best for fish to have some retiring place 
‘as namely, hollow banks, or shelves, or root, 
of trees, to keep them from danger; and, whe, 
they think fit, from the extreme heat of summe, 
as also from the extremity uf cold in winter, 
And note, that if many trees be growing abou 
your pond, the leaves thereof falling into the 
water make it nauseous to the fish, and the fish 
to be so to the eater of it. 
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oted that the Tench and Eel love 
the Carp loves gravelly ground, and 
months to feed on grass. You are 
your pond, if you intend either pro- 
ure, once every three or four years,. 
y some ponds ; and then let it lie dr 
elve months, both to kill the water- 
is water-lilies, candocks, reate, and 
es, that breed there; and also, that 
die for want of water, so grass may 
he pond’s bottom, which Carps will 
y in all the hot months if the pond 
. The letting your pond dry and sow- 
in the bottom is also good, for the fish 
faster: and being sometime let dry,, 
observe what kind of fish either in- 
r thrives best in that water; for they 
ich both in their breeding and feeding. 
t also advises, that if your ponds be 
arge and roomy, that you often feed 
y throwing into them chippings of 
rds, grains, or the entrails of chickens,. 
fowl or beast that yon kill to feed 
; for these afford fish a great re- 
says that frogs and ducks do much 
nd devour both the spawn and the 
ry of all fish, especially of the Carp ; 
ave, besides experience, many testi- 
it. But Lebault allows water-frogs 
_meat, especially in some months, if 
: but you are to note, that he is a 
and we English will hardly be- 
though we know frogs are usually 
is country: however, he advises to 
m and king-fishers out of your ponds : 
dvises, not to suffer much shooting at 
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wild-fowl ; for that, he says, affri 
harms, and destroys the fish. 

Note, that Carps and Tench thriy, 
breed best when no other fish is put wit thet 
into the same pond ; for all other fish de €m 
their spawn, or at least the greatest pay ofan 
And note, that clods of grass thrown into It, 
pond, feed any Carps in summer; ang th 
garden-earth and parsley thrown into Do at 
recovers and refreshes the sick fish. An a 
that when you store your pond, yoy ane g, 
put into it two or three melters for one spay, 
if you put them into a breeding-pond; ba er, 
into a nurse-pond, or feeding-pond, in whi 
they will not breed, then no care is to be take 
whether there be most male or female ¢ arm 

It is observed, that the best ponds to bree fl 
Carps are those that be stony or sandy and 
are warm and free from wind, and that are no 
deep, but have willow trees and grass oy thej 
sides, over which the water does Sometimes 
flow: and note, that Carps do more usually 
breed in marle-pits, or pits that have clean cl, 
bottoms, or in new ponds, or ponds that lie d J 
a winter season, than in old ponds that be full 
of mud and weeds. 

Well, Scholar, I have told you the gy}. 
stance of all that either observation, or dis. 
course, or a diligent survey of Dubravius and 
Lebault hath told me: not that they in thejy 
long discourses have not said more ; but the 
most of the rest are so common observations, 
as if a man should tell a good arithmetician, 
that twice two is four, I will therefore put 
an end to this discourse, and we will here sit 
down and rest us. 


ghteng » And . 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
, ; for making of a Line, and for the 
plouring of both Rod and Line, 


PIScATOR. 


Scholar, I have held you too long 
cadis, and smaller fish, and rivers, 
mds, and my spirits are almost spent, 
oubt is your patience; but being we 
almost at Tottenham, where I first 
, and where we are to part, I will lose 
ut give you a little direction how to 
rder your lines, and to colour the 
ch you make your lines, for that is 
1 to be known of an Angler; and 
paint your rod, especially your 
right-grown top is a choice commo- 
uld be preserved from the water 
it, which makes it in wet weather 
and fish ill-favouredly, and not 
30 it rots quickly for want of paint. 
think a good top is worth preserv- 
ad not taken care to keep a top 
y years. 

for your line. First, note, that 
e care that your hair be round 
nd free from galls or scabs or frets, 
sen, even, clear, round hair, of a 
olour, will prove as strong as 
cabby hairs, that are ill-chosen,. 
galls or unevenness, You shall 
a black hair but it is round, but 
are flat and uneven ; therefore if 
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you get a lock of right, round, clear, 
lour hair, make much of it. 

And for making your line, observe this 
first let your hair be clean washed ere fale 
about to twist it; and then choose not gp}, ,8° 
clearest hair for it, but hairs that be a the 
equal bigness, for such do usually stretch an 
together, and break all together, which all 
ofan unequal bigness never do, but break sing 
and so deceive the Angler that trusts to the , 

When you have twisted your links, lay the’ 
in water for a quarter of an hour at least be 
then twist them over again before you tie ‘the d 
into a line: for those that do not so, sll 
usually find their line to have a hair op re: 
shrink, and be shorter than the rest at the 4 . 
fishing with it, which is so much of the streyos 
of the line lost for want of first watering it and 
then re-twisting it; and this is most visible | 
a seven-hair line, one of those which hath 
always a black hair in the middle. 

And for dying of your hairs, do it thy. 
take a pint of strong ale, half a pound of Soot. 
and a little quantity of the juice of walnutye 
leaves, and an equal quantity of alum ; put thea 
together into a pot, pan, or pipkin, and boil 
them half an hour; and having so done, let jt 
cool, and being cold, put your hair into it, ang 
there let it lie: it will turn your hair to be a 
kind of water or glass-colour, or greenish, and 
the longer you let it lie, the deeper coloured 
it will be: you might be taught to make many 
other colours, but it is to little purpose ; for 
doubtless the water-colour or glass-coloured 
hair is the most choice and most useful for an 
Angler; but let it not be too green. 
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if you desire to colour hair greener, 
itthus: take a quart of small ale, half 
of alum ; then put these into a pan or 
and your hair into it with them; then 
on a fire, and let it boil softly for 
hour; and then take out your hair, 
dry ; and having so done, then take 
water, and put into it two handsful 
lds, and cover it with a tile, or what 
fit, and set it again on the fire, where 
again softly for half an hour, about 
me the scum will turn yellow; then 
‘it half a pound of copperas, beaten 
d with it the hair that you intend to 
n let the hair be boiled softly till 
uor be wasted; and then let it cool 
ur hours, with your hair in it: and 
observe, that the more copperas you 
it, the greener it will be; but doubt- 
ale green is best: but if you desire 
which is only good when the weeds 
t in the more marigolds, and abate 
copperas, or leave it quite out, and 
e verdigrise instead of it. 
r colouring your hair. And as for 
our rod, which must be in oil, you 
make a size with glne and water 
sther, until the glue be dissolved, and 
lye-colour ; then strike your size 
‘ood with a bristle, or a brush, or 
ilst it is hot: that being quite dry, 
-lead, and a little red-lead, with a 
lack, so much as all ‘eect 
-colour ; grind these all together 
-oil ; let it be thick, and lay it thin 
od with a brush or pencil; this do 
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for 4 ground of any colour to Jj, . 
wood. , 
For a green: take pink and Verdigrige 
grind them together in linseed-oil, as thin wd 
you can well grind it; then lay it Smooth], 
on with your brush, and drive it thin. Ohad 

doing, for the most part, will serve, if 1 
it well ; and if twice, be sure your first coli 
be thoroughly dry before you lay on a Second 
Well, Scholar, having now taught yout, 
paint your rod, and we having still a mij, .° 
Tottenham High-Cross, I will, as we walk 
wards it, in the cool shade of this sweet ie 
suckle hedge, mention to you some of ih 
thoughts and joys that have possessed my g, ¢ 
since we two met together. And these thoy, 
shall be told you, that you also may join With 
me in thankfulness to the Giver of every L004 
and perfect gift for our happiness. And, that 
our present happiness may appear to be the 
greater, and we the more thankful for it, | will 
beg you to consider with me, how many gy) 
even at this very time, lie under the torment 
of the stone, the gout, and tooth-ache ; and this 
we are free from. And every misery that] 
miss is a new mercy; and therefore let ys hy 
thankful. There have been, since we me 
others that have met disasters of broken limbs: 
some have been blasted ; others thunder-struck. 
en; and we have been freed from these, and lj 
those many miseries that threaten human na, 
ture: let us therefore rejoice and be thankful, 
Nay, which is a far greater mercy, we are frep 
fi de the unsupportable burthen of an accusing 
tormenting conscience, a misery that none cay 
bear ; and therefore let us praise Hin} for his 
preventing grace, and say, Every misery that 
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anew mercy. Nay, let me tell you, 
many that have forty times our estates, 
give the greatest part of it to be 
and cheerful like us; who, with the 
of a little money, have eat and drank, 
ed, and angled, and sung, and slept 
nd rose next day, and cast away 
ung, and laughed, and angled again ; 
blessings rich .nen cannot purchase 
1eir money. Let me tell you, Scho- 
a rich neighbour, that is always so 
, he has no leisure to laugh; the 
iness of his life is to get money, and 
ey, that he may still get more and 
ey; he is still drudging on, and says, 
on says, ‘‘ The diligent hand maketh 
d it is true indeed ; but he considers 
it is not in the power of riches to 
an happy: for it was wisely said, by 
great observation, ‘“‘ That there be 
miseries beyond riches, as on this 

?’ and yet God deliver us from 
poverty ; and grant, that having «a 
yy, we may be content and thankful, 
3 repine, or so much as think the gifts 
nequally dealt, if we see another 
th riches ; when, as God knows, the 
are the keys that keep those riches, 
1 so heavily at the rich man’s girdle, 
clog him with weary days and rest- 
s, even when others sleep quietly, 
at the outside of the rich man’s hap- 
consider him to be like the silk- 
when she seems to play, is, at the 
time, spinning her own bowels, and 
herself. And this many rich men 
14 
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do; loading themselves with corroding ¢ 

to keep what they have, probably, un Cohee 
ably got. Let us, therefore, be thankfy) ot 
health and a competence, and, above ajj f op 
quiet conscience. 7s 

Let me tell you, Scholar, that Dioge 

walked on a day, with a friend, to see a coal 
try fair; where he saw ribbons, and lookin 
glasses, and nut-crackers, and fiddles, ang hoe 
by-horses, and many other gimcracks ; and 
having observed them, and all the othep q 
nimbruns that make a complete country fala 
he said to his friend, ‘‘ Lord, how many thin 3 
“are there in this world of which Dioga, 
“‘ hath no need!” And truly it is so, or 
be so, with very many who vex and toil 
selves to get what they have no need of, Can 
any man charge God, that he hath not given 
him enough to make his life happy ’ No, dou). 
less; for nature is content with a little: and 
yet you shall hardly meet with a ‘man tha _ 
complains not of some want ; though he, in. 
deed, wants nothing but his will, it may, 
nothing but his will of his poor neighbour, fo) 
not worshipping, or not flattering him: ayq 
thus, when we might be happy and quiet, yj» 
ereate trouble to ourselves. I have heard of 
a man that was angry with himself because he 
was no taller, and of a woman that broke he, 
looking-glass because it would not shew hep 
face to be as young and handsome as her next 
neighbour’s was. And I knew another, to whom 
God had given health and plenty, but a wife 
that nature had made peevish, and her hus 
band’s riches had made purse-proud, and must, 
because she was rich, and for no dfher virtue, 
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into her grave: and so the wealth 
poor rich people was curst into a 
t, because they wanted meek and 
earts ; for those only can make us 
qT knew a man that had health and 
md several houses, all beautiful and 
ished, and would often trouble him- 
amily to be removing from one house 
er; and being asked by a friend, why 
d so often from one house to another, 
it was to find content in some of 
But his friend, knowing his temper, 

he would find content in any of 
he must leave himself behind him i 
will never dwell but in a meek and 
And this may appear, if we read 
what our Saviour says in St. Mat 
pel; for he there says,--- Blessed 
erciful, for they shall obtain merey. 
be the pure in heart, for they shall 
- Blessed be the poor in spirit, for 
_the kingdom of heaven. And,--- 
be the meek, for they shall possess 
” Not that the meek shall not also 
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obtain merey, and see God, and be comfo 
and at last come to the kingdom of hes 
but in the mean time he, and he only, posal ; 

a es toward that kinoa, 
the earth as he go r at kingdom 
heaven, by being humble and cheerfy) .% 
content with what his good God has alla 
him : he has no turbulent, repining, vexati, 
thoughts that he deserves better ; nor is vest 
when he sees others possessed of more hon ed 
‘or more riches than his wise God has allows 
for his share; but he possesses what he 
with a meek and contented quietness, gy 
quietness as makes his very dreams pleasing 
both to God and himself. 

My honest Scholar, all this is 'told to ; 
cline you to thankfulness : and to incline yoy 
the more, let me tell you, that though the You 
phet Dayid was guilty of murder and adulte 
and many other of the more deadly sins, , 
he was said to be a man after God’s own Kel 
because he abounded more with thankfulnes 
than any other that is mentioned in holy Scrip, 
ture, as may appear ‘in his book of Psalms. 
where there is such a commixture of his con. 

fessing of his sins and unworthiness, and such 
thankfulness for God's pardon and mercies, ag 
did make him to be accounted, even by God 
himself, to be a man after his own heart, 
let us, in that, labour to be as like him as ye 
can : let not the blessings we receive daily from 
God, make us not to value, or not praise him, 
because they be common ; let not us forget tp 
‘praise him for the innocent mirth and pleasuy 
we have met with since we met together. What 
would a blind man give to see, the pleasant 
rivers, and meadows, and floweks, and foun. 
gains, that we have met with since we met to 
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have been told, that if a man, that 
blind could obtain to have his sight, 
mly one hour during his whole life, 
Id, at the first opening of his eyes, fix 
t upon the sun when it was in his full 
either at the rising or setting of it, he 
so transported and amazed, and so 
he glory of it, that he would not wil- 
‘turn his eyes from that first ravishing 
_to behold all the other various beauties 
could present to him. And this, 
other like blessings, we enjoy daily ; 
most of them, because they be so. 
most men forget to pay their praises : 
not us; because it is a sacrifice so 
o him that made that sun and us, and. 
1 us, and gives us flowers,and showers, 
aachs, and meat, and content, and lei- 
fishing. 

Scholar, I have almost tired myself, 
, more’ than almost tired you: but 
e Tottenham High-Cross; and our 
_ thither shall put a period to my too 
yurse ; in which my meaning was, and 
nt that in your mind, with which I 
possess my own soul; that is,a meek 
ful heart. And, to that end, I have 
ou that riches without them do not 
rman happy. But let me tell you, 
S with them remove many fears and 
d therefore my advice is, that you 
0 be honestly rich, or contentedly 
be sure that your riches be justly 
a spoil all. For it is well said by 
“he that loses his conscience, has 
uing left that is worth keeping.” There- 

‘sure you look to that. And, in the 
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next place, look to your health: ang ; 
have it, praise God, and value it ney; ou 
good conscience ; for health is the secong ble a 
ing that we mortals are capable of, a lesa’ 
that money cannot buy; and therefore vale 
it, and be thankful for it. As for mone : whan 
may be said to be the third blessing, Neglecy + 
not: but note, that there is no necessity 
being rich ; for I told you, there be as oa 
miseries beyond riches, as on this side the, 
and, if you have a competence, enjoy it win? 
meek, eral, thankful heart. I will tell ya’ 
Scholar, I have heard a grave divine Say, tha, 
God has two dwellings, one in heaven, ang the 
other in a meek and thankful heart. 
Almighty God grant to me and to m 
Scholar; and so you are welcome to Tottenhan, 
High Cross. 

VEN. Well, Master, I thank you fop al 
your good directions; but for none more thay 
this last of thankfulness, which I hope | shal] 
never forget. And pray let us now rest our. 
selves in this sweet shady arbour, which Nature 
herself has woven with her own -fine fingers ; 
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contexture of woodbines, sweetbrier, 
nd myrtle, and so interwoven, as 
us both from the sun’s violent heat, 
the approaching shower ; and, being 
, 1 will requite a part of your courte- 
‘a bottle of sack, milk, oranges, and 
hich all put together make a drink 
, indeed too good for any body but 

And so, Master, here is a full 
1 of that liquor; and when you have 
ne, 1 will repeat the verses which I 
you: it is a copy printed amongst 
r Henry Wotton’s, and doubtless 
by him, or by a lover of Angling. 
aster, now drink a glass to me; and 
il pledge you, and fall to my repe- 
s a description of such country re- 
T have enjoyed since I had the 
0 fall into your company. 


fears, heart-tearing cares, : 
hs, untimely tears, 

'y to courts, 

fond worldlings’ sports, 

ain’d Sardonic smiles are glosing still, 

3 fore’d to laugh against her will; 

nirth’s but mummery, 

rows only real be. 


our country pastimes, fly, 

s of human misery :--- 

serene looks, 

as the crystal brooks, 

azur’d heaven that smiles to sce 
ttendance on our poverty; 

and a secure mind, 

ill men seek, we onty find. 
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Abused mortals, did you know 

Where joy, heart’s ease, and comforts grow, 
You'd scorn proud towers, 
And seek them in these bowers; 

Where winds sometimes our woods Perhaps 

shake, } 3 ma 

But blustering care could never tempest make 
Nor murmurs e’er come nigh us, ? 
Saving of fountains that glide by us. 


Here’s no fantastic masque nor dance, 
But of our kids that frisk and prance ; 
Nor wars are seen, 
Untess upon the green 
Two harmless limbs are butting one the other, 
Which done, both bleating run each to his mothe,., 
And wounds are dtd doula: ; 
Save what the ploughshare gives the grouna, 


Here are no entrapping baits 
To hasten to too hasty fates,--- 
Uniess it be 
The fond credulity 
Of silly fish, which, worldling like, still look 
Upon the bait, but never on the hook ;--- 
Nor envy, ?less among 
The birds for prize of their sweet song. 


Go, let the diving negro seek 

For gems hid in some forlorn creek: 
We all pearls scorn, 
Save what the dewy morn 

Congeals upon each litile spire of grass, 

Which careless shepherds beat down as they pass; 
And gold ne’er here appears, ‘4 
Save what the yeilow Ceres bears. 


Blest stlent groves, oh may you be 
For ever mirth’s best nursery ! 
May pure contents 
For ever pitch their tents 
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downs, these meads, these rocks, these 
ntains, ° 

till slumber by these purling fountains ; 
e may every year 

en we come a fishing here. 


rust me, Scholar, I thank you heart- 
ese verses: they be choicely good, 
ytless made by a lover of angling. 
w, drink a glass to me, and I will re- 
with another very good copy: it isa 

the vanities of the world, and, some 
ren by Sir Harry Wotton, who, I told 
an excellent Angler. But let them 
whom they will, he that writ them 
ave soul, and must needs be possessed 
py thoughts at the time of their com: 


ye gilded follies, pleasing troubles ; 
e honour’d rags, ye glorious bubbles: 
a hollow echo; gold, pure clay; 
e darling but of one short day ; 
h’ eye’s idol, but a damask’d skin ; 
golden prison to live in, 
re free-born minds; embroider’d trains, 
it pageants for proud swelling veins ; , 
ally’d to greatness, is alone 
not purchas’d, nor Gur own: _ 
onour, beauty, state, train, blood, aud 


th 
‘the fading blossoms of the earth. 


egreat, but that the sun doth still | 
rays against the rising hill: 

high, but see the proudest oak 

i to the rending thunder-stroke: 
rich, but see men, too unkind, 
bowels of the richest mind; 
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I would be wise, but that I often see 
The fox suspected, whilst the ass goes free. 
I would be fair, but see the fair and prog. 
Like the bright sun, oft setting in a cloug? 
L would be poor, but know the humble grag. 
Still trampled on by each unworthy ass; 
Rich hated; wise suspected; scorn’d if poo». 
Great fear’d ; fair tempted; high still envyd m 
I have wish’d all; but now I wish for Neithes Ore ; 
Great, high, rich, wise, nor fair; poor Ph 
rather. be 


Would the world now adopt me for her heir, 

Would beauty’s queen entitle me the fair, 

Fame speak me fortune’s minion, could I vie 

Angels with India, with a speaking eye 

Command bare heads, bow’d knees, strike justic 
@ 


dumb, 
As well as blind and lame, or give a tongue 
To stones by epitaphs ; be called great mastep 
In the loose rhymes of every poetaster : 
Could I be more than any man that lives, 
Great, fair, rich, wise, all in superlatives: 
Yet I more freely would these gifts resign, 
Than ever fortune would have made them mine. 
And hold one minute of this holy leisure,’ 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleasure, 


Welcome, pure thoughts, welcome, ye silent fToves. 
These guests, these courts my soul most dearly loyes’ 
Now the wing’d people of the sky shall sing ‘ 
My cheerful anthems to the gladsome Spring : 
 Pray’r-book now, shall be my looking-glass, 
In which I will adore sweet Virtue’s face. 
Here dwell no hateful looks, no palace-cares,’ 
No broken vows dwell here, nor pale-fac’d fears: 
Then here I?ll sit, and sigh my hot love’s folly, 
And learn t’affect an holy melancholy: 

And if contentment be a stranger, then 

Ili ne’er look for it, but in heaven again. 


VEN. Well, Master, these verses be worthy 
to keep a room in every man’s memory, | 
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for them ; and I thank you for your 
tructions, which, God willing, I will 
t: and as St. Austin in his Confes- 
yok 4, Chap. 3, commemorates the 
of his friend Verecundus, for lending 
his companion a country-house, be- 
wre they rested and enjoyed themselves 
ym. the troubles of the world; so, having 
ike advantage, both by your convere 
d the art you have taught me, I ought 
o the like: for indeed, your company 
urse have been so useful and pleasant, 
ay truly say, I have only lived since I 
hem and turned Angler, and not before. 
less, here | must part with you, here in 
ad place, where I was so happy as first 
ou: but I shall long for the ninth of 
then | hope again to enjoy your be- 
mpany at the appointed time and place. 

{ wish for some somniferous potion, 
ht force me to sleep away the inter- 
me, which will pass away with me as 
, as it dves with men in sorrow ; never- 
will make it as short as I can by my 
d wishes. And, my good Master, I 
forget the doctrine which you told me 
taught his Scholars, that they should 
k to be honoured so much for being 
hers, as to honour philosophy by their 
lives. You advised me to the like 
g Angling, and I will endeavour 
and to live like those many worthy 
hich you made mention in the former 
ur discourse. ‘This is my firm reso- 
d as a pious man advised his friend, 
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that to beget mortification he shou] 
churches, and view monuments ang cn tent 
houses, and then and there consider, hoy," 2¢l- 
dead bones time had piled up at the ,. aay 
death: So when I would «beget content 
increase confidence in the power, ang Wicd 
and Providence of Almighty God, ] wie’, 
the meadows by some gliding stream, ang pale 
contemplate the lilies that take no caze Ste 
those very many other various little 7; and 
creatures, that are not only created, but f g 
man knows not how, by the goodness o¢ ed, 
God of Nature, and therefore trust in ee 
This is my purpose; and so, “ Let every thi ; 
“ that hath breath praise the Lord -” Andie 
the blessing of St. Peter’s Master be wid 
mine, h 

Pisc. And upon all that are lovers of 
and dare trust in his Providence, 
and go a-Angling, 


Virtue ; 
a) 


* Study to be quiet.” 1 Thes. iv. 11, 


ROUT Ae has ee ae ee ek Tey eee ea ae 


@s of 


ping. 


Sir P. Lely 
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Pickerina 


shed by Wiliam 


Lublu 


THE 


OMPLETE ANGLER: 
| PART IT. 


BEING 


RUCTIONS HOW TO ANGLE 
| FOR 
TROUT OR GRAYLING 


IN A CLEAR STREAM. 


non credit, faciat licet ipse periclum : 
rit scriptis equior ille meis. 


LONDON: 


' PRINTED BY THOMAS WHITE. 
MDCCCXXVI. 


ae 


TO 


ING you were pleased, some years past, 
it me your free leave to do what T have 
mpted ; and observing you never re: 
promise when made in favour even 
eanest friends ; I accordingly expect 
e following particular directions for 
z of a ‘Trout, to wait upon your better 
general rules for all sorts of Angling. 
gh mine be neither so perfect, so well 
nor indeed so handsomely coucht, as 
t have been, in so long a time as 
r leave was granted ; yet I dare affirm 
be generally true: and they had ap- 
in something a neater dress, but that 
rprised with the sudden news of a 
ew edition of your Complete Angler ; 
having but a little more than ten days’ 
turn me in, and rub up my memory, 
th, I have not, in all this long time, 
ave often thought on’t, and almost 
solved to go presently about it), I 
, upon the instant, to scribble what 
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I here present you ; which I have als, 
voured to accommodate to your own vada. 
And, if mine be clear enough for the ethod, 
brothers of the Angle readily to under Dest 
(which is. the only thing I aim at,) the, ihe 
my end; and shall need to make no fa ay, 
apology ; a writing of this kind not pe que 
(if I were master of any such thing), ay. Ting, 
quence to set it off, or recommend it - Y elo. 
if you, in your better judgment, or nd 
rather, can allow it passable, fora thing ores 
nature, you will then do me honour jg this 
cipher fixt and carv’d in the front of my Pe 
fishing-house, may be here explained ; a 
permit me to attend you in public, who, in? to 
vate, have ever been, am, and ever resgial 
to be, Ve 
Sir, 
Your most affectionate 
Son and Servant, 


CHARLES Cortoy, 
Berisford, 10th 
of March, 1675-6. 


TO MY 


Ay 


MOST HONOURED FRIEND, 
HARLES COTTON, Esa. 


ir 


see I have returned you your very 
-and useful discourse of the art of fly- 
printed just as it was sent me; for I 
en so obedient to your desires, as to 
1 the praises you have ventured to fix 
in it. And when I have thanked you 
, as the effects of an undissembled 
hen let me tell you, Sir, that I will really 
your to live up to the character you have 
me, if there were no other reason, yet 
alone, that you, that love me 30 well, 
ays think what you speak, may not, 
y sake, suffer by a mistake in your judg- 


» Sir, I have ventured to fill a part of 
nargin, by way of paraphrase, for the 
clearer understanding the situation. 
our fishing-house, and the pleasantness 
ou dwell in. And I have ventured 
give him a copy of verses that you. 
ed to send me, now some years past, 
he may see a good picture of both; 
) much of your own mind too, as will 
any reader, that is blest with a generous 
15. 


238 


soul, to love you the better. I ¢ 

for doing this you may justly fudge that 
bold: if you do, I will say so too; BB. to 
commute for my offence that, thong, °° far 
more than a hundred miles from yoy 0 
the eighty-third year of my age, yet’ r in 
forget both, and next month begin a Wil} 


Tod 
to beg your pardon; for I would Ep Bae 
favour, and till then will live, Your 


SIR, 
Your most affectionate 
Father and Friend, 
Izaak Watroy. 


London, 
April 29, 1676. 


‘HE RETIREMENT: 
STANZES IRREGULIERS, 
TO 


MR. IZAAK WALTON, 


2 


VELL, thou busy world, and may 
We never meet again: 

we I can eat, and sleep, and pray, 
do more good in one short day 

n he who his whote age out-wears 

e most conspicuous theatres, 

ought but vanity and vice appears. 


II, 


God! how sweet are all things here ! 
eautiful the fields appear! 
‘cleanly do we feed and lie! 

i! what good hours do we keep! 

ow quietly we sleep! 

peace, what unanimity ! 

innocent from the lew’d fashion 
business, all our recreation ! 


Tit. 


how happy here’s our leisure ! 
how innocent our pleasure ! 

ye valleys, oh, ye mountains ! 
e groves, and crystal fountains ! 
ow I love, at liberty, 
to come and visit ye! 


Raid 


240 THE RETIREMENT. 


IVs 


Dear solitude, the soul’s di epee 
That man acquainted with himself dost mak: 
And all his Maker’s wonders to intend ; ° 
With thee I here converse at will, : 
And would be glad to do so still, 
For it is thou alone that keep’st the soul awake 


Vv. 


How calm and quiet a delight 
Is it, alone, 
To read, and meditate, and write, 
By none offended, and offending none} 
To walk, ride, sit, or sleep at one’s own cana 
And, pleasing a man’s self, none other to displegs 
Be, 


VI. 


Oh, my beloved nymph, fair Dove: 

Princess of rivers! how I love 
Upon thy flow’ry banks to lie ; 

And view thy silver stream, 

When gilded by a summer’s beam! 

And in it ali thy wanton fry, 

Playing at liberty ; 

And, with my angle, upon them 
The all of treachery 

Lever learnt, industriously to try. 


Vit. 


Such streams Rome’s yellow Tiber cannot show 
The Iberian Tagus, or Ligurian Po: 
The Maese, the Danube, and the Rhine 
Are puddle-water all, compar’d with thine : 
‘And Loire’s pure streams yet too polluted are 
With thine, much purer, to compare: 
The rapid Garonne, and the winding Seine, 
Are both too mean, 

Beloved Dove, with thee 

To vie priority ; 
Nay, Tame and Isis, when conjoin’d, submit, 
And lay their trophies at thy silver feet. 
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loved rocks, that rise 

e earth and brave the skies; 

ne -aephsy } mountain’s crown, 

arly do I love, 

pleasure, to look down ; 

om the vales, to view the noble heights 
bove! 


| beloved caves, from dog-star’s heats 
anxieties my safe retreat ! 

safety, privacy, what true delight, 

1c artificial night 

r gloomy entrails make, 

taken, do I take! 

hen griefhas made me fly, 

e from society 

my dearest friends, have I, 

recesses’ friendly shade, 

{ll my sorrows open laid, 

most secret woes intrusted to your privacy ! 


IX. 


ould men tet me alone, 
over-happy one 

think mysetf to be, 

this desert place, 

st men in discourse disgrace,) 
undisturb’d and free! 

is despis’d recess, 

maugre winter’s cold, 

mers Worst EXCESS, 

out to sixty Ang years old ; 

d all the white, 

t an envious eye 

thriving under fortune’s smile, 
ented live, and then contented die. bse 


Jee. Wig G0 ehu ls Mae 2 Cala 


THE 
OMPLETE ANGLER: 
| OR, 
ONTEMPLATIVE MAN’S RECREATION. 


PART TI, 


CHAPTER TI. 


erence between a Country-Gentleman a 
ient in Fly-fishing, and a Traveller. 


ISCATOR JUNIOR, AND VIATOR. 


You are happily overtaken, Sir: may 

be so bold as to enquire how far you 

his way? 

rT. Yes sure, Sir, very freely ; though it 

estion I cannot very well resolve you, 

knowing myself how far it is to Ash- 
ere I intend to-night to take up my 


Why then, Sir, seeing I perceive you 
, Stranger in these parts, I shall take 
e to inform you, that from the town you 
ne through, called Brelsford, it is five 


side. 


and you are not yet above half a mile. 
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Viar¥. So much ? I was told it was but 
miles from Derby; and, methinks, I haye ten 
almost so far already. Tode 

Pisc. O, Sir, find no fault with large m 
sure of good land, which Derbyshire aj, 
in, as much as most counties of England 

ViaT. It may be so; and good land, { ¢ 

‘ n. 
fess, affords a pleasant prospect: but, by yo 
good leave, Sir, large measure of foul way in 
not altogether so acceptable. “ 

Pisc. True, Sir; but the foul way serve 
to justify the fertility of the soil, according a 
the proverb, “ There is good land where them 
‘is foul way ;” and is of good use to inform, 
you of the riches of the country you are com, 
into, and of its continual travel and traffic Py 
the country town you came from; which jg 
also very observable by the fulness of its roaq 
aud the loaden horses you meet every wher, 
upon the way. 

Viar. Well, Sir, I will be content to think as 
well of your country as you would desire ; ang 
I shall have a great deal of reason both to think 
and to speak very well of you, if 1 may obtajn 
the happiness of your company to the fore. 
mentioned place, provided your affairs leaq 
you that way, and that they will permit yoy 
to slack your pace, out of complacency to a 
traveller utterly a stranger in these parts, and 
who am still to wander further out of my owy 
knowledge. 

Pisc. Sir, you invite me to my own advan. 
tage, and I am ready to attend you, my way 
lying through that town; but my _ business, 
that is, my home, some miles beyond it: how- 
ever, I shall have time enough to lodge you in 


ea. 
Ounds 
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ters, and afterwards to perform my 
ney. Inthe mean time, may I be so 
to enquire the end of your journey? 
yr. [tisinto Lancashire, Sir, and about 
iness of concern to a near relation of 
r, | assure you, I do not use to take 
urneys, aS from Essex, upon the sin- 
ount of pleasure. 
From thence, Sir, I do not then 
you should appear dissatisfied with the 
1 of the miles, and the foulness of the 
hough I am sorry you should begin to 
with them so soon; for, believe me, 
ou will find the miles much longer, 
way much worse, before you come to 
urney’s end. 
.T. Why truly, Sir, for that I am pre- 
o expect the worst: but, methinks, the 
mended since [had the good fortune to 
nto your good company. 
isc. You are not obliged to my company 
t; but because you are already past the 
and the greatest part of your way to 
id ging. 
. 1am very glad to hear it, both for 
of myself and my horse; but espe- 
because I may then expect a freer enjoy- 
f your conversation ; though the short- 
the way will, I fear, make me lose it 
ner. 
That, Sir, is not worth your care ; 
sure you deserve much better, for 
tent with so ill company: but we 
talked away two miles of your journey ; 
m the brook before us, that runs at the 
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foot of this sandy hill, you have but three ,. 
to Ashborn. Miles 
Viar. I meet every where in this cou 
with these little brooks, and they look ae 
they were full of fish: have they not Troi if 
them ? Sin 
Pisc. That is a question which is to " 
cused in a stranger, as you are ; otherwise 
me keave to tell you, it would seem a 
affront to our country to make a doub 
we pretend to be famous for, next, if 


© ex, 
2 Slve 
Ind of 
t of What 
Not befop 
our malt, wool, lead, and coal: for you are t2 
understand, that we think we have as mai 
fine rivers, rivulets, and brooks as any County 
whatever; and they are all full of Trouts, aii 
some of them the best, it is said, by many de 
grees, in England. ‘ 
Viat. I was first, Sir, in love with yo, . 
and now shall be so enamoured of your coun. 
try by this account you give me of it, as to wis 
myself a Derbyshire man, or at least that [ 
might live in it: for you must know I r 
pretender to the Angle, and, doubtless, & Trout 
affords the most pleasure to an Angler of an 
sort of fish whatever ; and the best Trouts must 
needs make the best sport: but this brook, and 
some others I have met with upon this way 
are too full of wood for that recreation, ‘ 
Pisc. This, Sir! why this, and Several 
others like it which you have past, and some 
that you are like to pass, have scarce any name 
amongst us: but we can shew you as fine 
rivers, and as clear from wood, or any other en. 
cumbrance to hinder an angler, as any you ever 
saw; and for clear, beautiful streams, Hant. 
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f,by Mr. Izaak Walton’s good leave, 
none such; nor, I think, any country 


You go far, Sir, in the praise of your 
ivers; and I perceive have read Mr. 
Complete Angler, by your naming of 
e: and, I pray, what is your opinion 
book ? 

. My opinion of Mr. Walton’s book is 
é@ with every man’s that understands 
@ of the art of Angling, that it is an 
it good one, and that the fore-mentioned 
understands as much of fish and 
as any man living: but I must tell you 
that I have the happiness to know his 
and to be intimately acquainted with 
d in him to know the worthiest man, 
anjoy the best and the truest friend any 
ever had: nay, I shall yet acquaint you 
,that he gives me leave to call him 
‘and I hope is not yet ashamed to own 
his adopted son. 

T. In earnest, Sir, I am ravished to 
th a friend of Mr. Izaak Walton’s, and 
at does him so much right in so good 
e acharacter; for I must boast to you, 
have the good fortune to know him too, 
me acquainted with him much after the 
nner I do with you; that he was my 
who first taught me to love Angling, 
to become an Angler: and, to be plain 
, L am the very man deciphered in his 
ler the name of Venator; for I was 
addicted to the chace, till he taught 
‘ood, a more quiet, innocent, and less 
ous diversion. 
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Pisc. Sir, I think myself happy in ‘ 
quaintance, and before we part shall’ i ae. 
leave to embrace you: you have said ottreat 
to recommend you to my best opinion. FeouRh 
father Walton will be seen twice in y, ~™ 
company he does not like, and likes none tl 
such as he believes to be very honest met 
which is one of the best arguments, op ag 1°43 
of the best testimonies 1 have, that | eithe 
am, or that he thinks me, one of those, Seal er 
I have not yet found him weary of me, “8 

ViaT. You speak like a true friend, and ; 
doing so render yourself worthy of his frient 


* Sk YOur name > 
Pisce. Yes, surely Sir, and, if you please : 
’ 


MO mee ene ea en, 
iia el 


pany, if I find you do not dislike mine, to ub 
yours too, In the mean time, because we are 


Ns 
bluntly tell you, that I am a brother of ‘the 


Angle too ; and, peradventure, can give you 
some instructions how to angle for a Troy; in 
a clear river, that my father Walton himsgjp 
will not disprove, though he did either py, 
posely omit, or did not remember them, whe, 
you and he sat discoursing under the sycamore 
tree. And being you have already told me 
whither your journey is intended, and that } 
am better acquainted with the country thay 
you are, I will heartily and earnestly entreat 
you will not think of staying at this town ; py 
go on with me six miles further, to my house, 
where you shall be extremely welcome: it js 
directly in your way; we have day enough to 
perform our journey ; and as you like your en. 
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ent, you may there repose yourself a 
, or aS many more as your occasions 
t, to recompense the trouble of so 
nger journey. 
Sir, you surprise me with so friendly 
tion upon so short acquaintance: but 
ntageous so ever it would be to me, 
my haste, perhaps, is not so great, but 
dispense with such a divertisement as 
e myself in your company ; yet I can- 
desty accept your offer, and must 
beg your pardon: I could otherwise, 
, be glad to wait upon you, if upon no 
ount but to talk of Mr. Izaak Walton, 
eive those instructions you say you 
give me for the deceiving a Trout ; 
art [ will not deny but I have an am- 
be one of the greatest deceivers ; 
cannot forbear freely to tell you, that 
hard to say much more than has 
to me upon that subject. 
Well, Sir, I grant that too; but you 
mow that the variety of rivers require 
mt ways of angling: however, you shall 
best rules I am able to give, and [ 
you nothing I have not made myself as 
f, as any man can be in thirty years’ 
ce, for so long I have been a dabbler in 
; and that, if you please to stay a few 
shall in a very great measure see 
od to you: but of that hereafter. And 
ir, if 1 am not mistaken, I have half 
e you; andthat I may wholly conquer 
desty of yours, I will take upon me to 
niliar as to say, you must accept my 
n; which, that you may the more 
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easily be persuaded to do, I will te}] 
my house stands upon the margin of on 
finest rivers for Trouts and Graylin oe 
land; that I have lately built a little fishne 
house upon it, dedicated to Anglers 0 shin 
door of which you will see the two first 1 the 
of my father Walton’s name and mine, ; i, 
in cipher; that you shall lie in the s, Wisteq 
he has sometimes been contented yj h bed 
have such country entertainment as my fri 
sometimes accept, and be as welcome to 
the best friend of them all. °0 ag 

Viatr. No doubt, Sir, but my mastery 
ton found good reason to be satisfied with h:. 
entertainment in your house ; for you, wh his 
so friendly to amere stranger, who deserves 
little, must needs be exceeding kind ang hs 
to him who deserves so much. Tee 

Pisc. Believe me, no; and such as are } 
timately acquainted with that gentleman al : 
him to be a man who will not endure to ; 
treated like a stranger. So that his acce he 
tion of my poor entertainments, bas ever a 
a pure effect of his own humility and good, 
nature, and nothing else. But, Sir, we are now 
going down the Spittle Hill into the town; aa 
therefore let me importune you suddenly 
resolve, and most earnestly not to deny me, 

Viar. In truth, Sir, I am so overcome } 

your bounty, that I find I cannot, but MUSt 
render myself wholly to be disposed by yon, 

Pisc. Why that’s heartily and kindly 
spoken, and I as heartily thank you ; And bein 
you have abandoned yourself to my conduct 
we will only call and drink a glass on horse. 
back at the Talbot, and away. 


Wal 
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7AT. I attend you: but what pretty river 
S, pat runs under this stone bridge? Has 
ne: 

Yes, it is called Henmore, and has 
oth Trout and Grayling; but you will 
ith one or two better anon. And so 
we are past through the town, I will 
avour, by such discourse as best likes you, 
away the time till you come to your ill 
S. 

. We can talk of nothing with which 
be more delighted than of rivers and 


c. Let those be the subjects then: but 
now come to the Talbot : what will you 
;, Sir; ale, or wine? 

7y. Nay, I am for the country liquor, 
hire ale, if you please ; for a man should 
thinks, come from London to drink wine 
Peak. 

. You are in the right; and yet, let 
you, you may drink worse French wine 
y taverns in London, than they have 
times at this house. What, ho! bring us 
¢ of your best ale: and now, Sir, my 
to you, a good health to the honest 
leman you know of, and you are welcome 
e Peak. 

®, 1 thank you, Sir, and present you 
‘ice again, and to all the honest brothers 
Angle. 

sc. I’ll pledge you, Sir. So, there’s for 
le, and farewell. Come, Sir, let us be 
for the sun grows low: and I would have 
ok about you as you ride; for you will 
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see an odd country, and sights that will 
strange to you. a 


CHAPTER II. 


PISCATOR. 


So, Sir, now we have got to the to 
hill out of town, look about you, and tel he 
how you like the country. Me 

Viat. Bless me, what mountains ay, 
Are we not in Wales? 

Pisc. No, but in almost as mountain, 
country ; and yet these hills, though hie a 
bleak, and craggy, breed and feed goog 18h, 
and mutton above ground, and afford good steal 
of lead within. 7 

Viat. They had need of all those coy 
dities to make amends for the ill landscan r 
but I hope our way does not lie over ap a 
these ; for I dread a precipice. Y of 

Pisc. Believe me, but it does, and do 
one especially that will appear a little teypjp} 
to a stranger; though the way is passable 
enough, and so passable, that we, who are a 
tives of these mountains, and acquainted with 
them, disdain to alight. 

ViaT. I hope, though, that a foreigner jg 
privileged to use his own discretion, and that 
I may have the liberty to intrust my neck to 
the fidelity of my own feet, rather than to 
those of my horse ; for I have no more at home, 

Pisc. It were hard else. But in the mean 


© here! 
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think it were best, while this way is 
even, to mend our pace, that we may 
that hill I speak of, to the end your ap- 
on may not be doubled for ‘want of 
discern the easiness of the descent. 

I am willing to put forward as fast 
east will give me leave; though I fear 
in your company. But what pretty 
his we are going into? 

Why this, Sir, is called Bently Brook, 
ll of very good Trout and Grayling ; 
ncumbered with wood in many places, 
blesome to an Angler. 

. Here are the prettiest rivers, and 

of them in this country that ever I 
you know how many you have in the 
? 


I know them all, and they were not 
eckon, were it worth the trouble; but 
considerable of them I will presently 
- And to begin where we now are, 
nust know we are now upon the very 
Derbyshire ; we have first the river 
at we shall come to by and by, which 
he two counties of Derby and Stafford 
‘miles together ; and is so called from 
ness of its current, and that swiftness 
d by the declivity of its course and 
0 straitened in that course betwixt 
}; by which, and those very high ones, 
out, for four or five miles, confined 
narrow stream: a river that, from 
ptible ‘fountain, which I can cover 
at, by the confluence of other rivers, 
ooks, and rills, is swelled,---before 

o Trent, a little below seington, 
1 
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where it loses the name,--to such a brea rl 
and depth, as to be in most places nayj, 114 
Were not the passage frequently interrupt g, 
with fords and wears ; and has as fertile banks 
as any river in England, none excepted, 8 
this river, from its head, for a mile or ty, d 
a black water, as all the rest of the Derbyshis 
rivers of note originally are, for they all] Sprig: 
from the mosses: but is in a few miles travel 
so clarified, by the addition of several cle 
and very great springs, bigger than itself, Which 
gush out of the lime-stone rocks, that before ; " 
comes to my house, which is but six op seve 
miles from its source, you will find it one of 
the purest crystaline streams you have seen 
Viar. Does Trent spring in these Parts ? 
Pisc. Yes, in these parts ; not in this conn. 
ty, but somewhere towards the upper enq of 
Staffordshire, I think not far from a place ¢ all. 
ed Trentham, and thence runs down not f 
from Stafford to Wolsly bridge, and washin 
the skirts and purlieus of the forest of Need. 
wood, runs down to Burton in the same coun. 
ty: thence it comes into this where we poy 
are, and running by Swarkston and Dunning, 
ton, receives Derwent jat Wildon, and 0 ¢ 
Nottingham, thence to Newark, and by Gaing. 
borough to Kingston-upon-Hull, where it takes 
the name of Humber, and thence falls into the 
sea; but that the map will best inform you, 
Viat. Know you whence this river Trent 
derives its name? 
Pisc. No, indeed: and yet I have heard jt 
often discoursed upon; when some have given 
its denomination from the fore-named Trep. 
tham, though that seems rather a derivative 
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: others have said, it is so called from 
ivers that fall into it, and there lose 
mes ; which cannot be neither, because 
s that name from its very fountain, 
y other rivers fall into it: others de- 
rom thirty several sorts of fish that 
ere ; and that is the most likely deri- 
But be it how it will, it is doubtless 
e finest rivers in the world, and the 
unding with excellent Salmon, and all 
delicate fish. 
. Pardon me, Sir, for tempting you 
digression ; and then proceed to your 
ers, for I am mightily delighted with 
oOurse, 
ic. It was no interruption, but a very 
able question ; for Trent is not only one 
Derbyshire rivers, but the chief of them, 
which all the rest pay the tribute of 
nes ; which I had, perhaps, forgot to 
on, being got to the other end of the 
had you not awoke my memory. But 
yw proceed : and the next river of note, 
l take them as they lie eastward from 
le river Wye; I say, of note, for we 
© lesser betwixt us and it, namely, 
and Bradford; of which Lathkin is, 
degrees, the purest and most trans- 
ream that I ever yet saw, either at 
' abroad; and breeds, it is said, the 
and the best Trouts in England ; but 
sof these are to be reputed rivers, being 
than great springs. The river Wye 
as its source near unto Buxton, a town 


miles from hence, famous for a warm 
a) 
9 


which you are to ride through in your 


i ps 
yi 


266 THE COMPLETE ANGLER 


_ way to Manchester ; a black water too 
fountain, but by the same reason with D the 
becomes very soon a most delicate clear .:° 


e 
* ear ri > 
and breeds admirable Trout and Gra Iver 


li , 
puted by those who, by living upon ae e re 
are partial to it, the best of any; ang the 
running down by Ashford, Bakewell, ang yy, 
den, at a town a little lower, called Roy as 
falls into Derwent, and there loses its Nan’, 
The next in order is Derwent, a black wa 
too, and that not only from its fountain he 
quite through its progress, not having then 
crystal springs to wash and cleanse it whic 
the two fore-mentioned have ; but abounds With 
Trout and Grayling, such as they are, toward 
its source, and with Salmon below: ang thie 
river, from the upper and utmost part of the 
county, where it springs, taking its course }, 
Chatsworth, Darley, Matlock, Derby, Burroy 
Ash, and Awberson, falls into Trent at a Place 
called Wildon, and there loses its name, The 
east side of this county of Derby is bounded } 
little inconsiderable rivers, as Awber, Eroways 
and the like, scarce worth naming, but trout, 
too; and further we are not to enquire. By} 
Sir, I have carried you, as a man may say, py 
water, till we are now come to the descent of 
the formidable hill I told you of, at the foot of 
which runs the river Dove, which I Cannot 
but love above all the rest ; and therefore Dre. 
pare yourself to be a little frighted. 

VIAT. Sir, I see you would fortify me, that 
I should not shame myself; but I dare follow 
where you please to lead me; and IT see no 
danger yet; for the descent, methinks, is thys 
far green, even, and easy. 


oo 
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You will like it worse'presently, when 
e to the brow of the hill: and now we 
, what think you? 
. What do I think? Why I think it 
gest place that ever, sure, men and 
went down; and that, if there be any 
at all, the safest way is to alight. 
I think so too for you, who are 
upon a beast not acquainted with these 
stones ; and though I frequently ride 
will alight too to bear you company, 
lead you the way ; and, if you please, 
n shall lead your horse. 
. Marry, Sir, and thank you too; for 
aid I shall have enough to do to look 
; and with my horse in my hand 
in a double fear, both of breaking my 
my horse’s falling on me; for it is 
as a penthonse. 
To look down from hence it appears 
fess; but the path winds and turns, 
| not be found so troublesome, 
*Would I were well down though 
there’s one fair’scape ! these stones 
pery I cannot stand! Yet again! I 
ere best lay my heels in my neck, 
able down. — 
3. If you think your heels will defend 
ick, that is the way to be soon at the 
; but give me your hand at this broad 
nd then the worst is past. 
7. I thank you, Sir: I am now past it, 
myself. What’s here, the sign of a 
? Do you use to travel with wheel-bar- 
this country ? 
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Pisc. Not that I ever saw, Sir, w 
you ask that question ? * Why gy 

Viar. Because this bridge certajn) 
made for nothing else : why a mouse cay }, Wag 
go over it: “tis not two fingers broad, ardly 

Pisc. You are pleasant, and I am 
see you so: but I have rid over the bat to 
many a dark night. Tdge 

ViaT. Why, according to the Freng}, 
verb, and ’tis a good one among a great 1." 
of worse sense and sound that language aboot 
in, “ Ce que Dieu garde, est bien garde ;» mes 
whom God takes care of, are in safe pr ey 
tion. But, let me tell you, 1 would not am 
over it for a thousand pounds, nor fal] one 
for two: and yet I think I dare venty; 
foot; though if you were not by to laugh a on 
T should do it on all four. Me, 

Pisc. Well, Sir, your mirth becomes 
and I am glad to see you Safe over : an 
you are welcome into Staffordshire. a 

Viat. How, Staffordshire! What gy 
there trow? there is not a word of Stag, dl 
shire in all my direction. i 

Pisc. You see you are betrayed into it: 4 
it shall be in order to something that will ‘all 
amends; and ’tis but an ill mile or two out of 
your way. 

ViaT. I believe all things, Sir, and doy} 
nothing. Is this your beloved river Dove? j 
is clear and swift indeed, but a very little one 

Pisc. You see itfhere at the worst; ye 
shall come to it anon again after two miles 
riding, and so near as to lie upon the very 
banks. 
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AT. ’Would we were there once; but I 
ve have no more of these Alps to pass 


sc. No, no, Sir, only this ascent before 
hich you see is not very uneasy, and 
fou will no more quarrel with your way. 
AT. Well, if ever I come to London, of 
many a man there, if he were in my 
would make a question, I will sit down 
te my Travels, and, like Tom Coriate, 
hem at my own charge. Pray what do 
call this hill we came down ? 

sc. We call it Hanson Toot. 

AT. Why, farewell Hanson Toot, I'll no 
on thee; Ill go twenty miles about first. 
I sweat, that my shirt sticks to my back. 
sc. Come, Sir, now we are up the hill, 
ow how do you? 

AT. Why, very well, I humbly thank 
Sir, and warm enough, I assure you. 
have we here, a church? As I’m an 
t man, a very pretty church! Have you 
hes in this country, Sir ? 

sc. You see we have: but had you seen 
why should you make that doubt, Sir? 
IAT, Why, if you will not be angry, I'll 
you: I thought myself a stage or two be- 
Christendom. 

sc. Come, come, we'll reconcile you to 
ountry before we part with you, if shew- 
ou good sport with angling will do it. 
tat, My respect to you, and that together, 
y do much, Sir; otherwise, to be plain with 
I donot find myself much inclined that 


sc. Well, Sir, your raillery upon our 
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mountains has brought us almost home. 
look you where the same river of Doy, j24 
again met us to bid you welcome, ang toa 

vite you to a dish of Trouts to-morrow, ° &%& 

ViarT, Is this the same we saw at the ¢ 

of Penmen-Maure? It is a much finery tel 
here. bi. 

Pisc. It will appear yet much finer to. 

row. But look you, Sir, here appeags the 
house that is now like to be your inn, for y,,.° 
of a better. — 

Viar. It appears on a sudden, but not 

fore it was looked for: it stands prettily, » t 
here’s wood about it too, but so young, ‘as M d 
pears to be of your own planting. pb 

Pisc, It is so. Will it please you to alight 

Sir; and now permit me, after all your paj,? 
and dangers, to take you in my arms, and R 
assure you that you are infinitely welcome, 

Viar. I thank you, Sir, and am glad wig, 

all my heart I am here; for, in downright 
truth, Iam exceeding weary. 

Pisc. You will sleep so much the bettep. 
ou shall presently have a light supper, and ¢¢ 
ed... Come, Sirs, lay the cloth, and bring wha 

you have presently ; and let the gentleman’, 
bed be made ready in the mean time, in m 
father Walton’s chamber. And now, Sir, here 
is my service to you, and once more welcome, 
Viar. Ay, marry, Sir, this glass of goo4 
sack has refreshed me; and I’ll make as bol¢ 
with your meat, for the trot has got me a good 
stomach. 

Pisc. Come, Sir, fall to then: you see my 

little supper is always ready when I come: 
home; and IJ’ll make no stranger of you, 
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T. That your meal is so soon ready is 
your servants know your certain hours, 
I confess I did not expect it so soon ; 
w ’tis here, you shall see I will make 
i no stranger. 
sc. Much good do your heart, and I 
you for that friendly word. And now, 
y service to you in a cup of More-lands 
or you are now in the More-lands, but 
a spit and a stride of the Peak. Fil] 
iend his glass. 
aT. Believe me you have good ale in the 
lands ; far better than that at Ashborn. 
sc. That it may soon be; for Ashborn 
hich is a kind of a riddle, always in it 
est malt and the worst ale in England. 
take away, and bring us some pipes and 
le of ale, and go te your own suppers. 
on for this diet, Sir ? 
At. Yes, Sir, | am for one pipe of tobac- 
nd I perceive yours is very good by the 


sc. The best I can get in London, I as- 
ou. But, Sir, now you have thus far 
ied with my designs, as to take a.trou- 
journey into an ill country, only to | 
me ; how long may I hope to enjoy you? 
AT. Why, truly, Sir, as long as I con- 
tly can; and longer, I think, you would 
e me, 

sc. Not to your inconvenience by any 

Sir: but I see you are weary; and 
ore I will presently wait on you to your 
yer, where take counsel of your pillow, 
o-morrow resolve me. Here take the 
and pray follow them, Sir. Here you 


S 
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are like to lie; and now I have shewe 

your lodging, I beseech you comman 

thing you want: and so I wish you goo 
Viar. Good night, Sir. 


d you 
d rest’ 


CHAPTER III. 


PISCATOR. 


Goop morrow, Sir: what, up and dreg¢ 
‘so early? | “ 

Viar. Yes, Sir, I have been dressed tp; 
half hour; for I rested so well, and have Pe 
great a mind either to take, or to see a Trane 
taken in your fine river, that I could no lon . 
lie a-bed. ss 

Pisc. I am glad to see you so brisk th; 
morning, and so eager of sport ; though I rug, 
tell you, this day proves so calm, and the syn 
rises so bright, as promises no great success tg 
the Angler: but however we'll try; and one 
way or other, we shall sure do something 
What will you have to your breakfast, or what 
will you drink this morning ? 

Viat. For breakfast, I never eat any, and 
for drink I am very indifferent: but if yoy 
please to call for a glass of ale, I am for you, 

- and let it be quickly, if you please; for I long 
to see the little fishing-house you spoke of, and 
to be at my lesson. 

Pisc. Well, Sir, you see the ale is come 
without calling; for though I do not know 
yours, my people know my diet, which is 
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yays one glass so soon as I am dressed, and 
re till dinner: and so my servants have 
rved you. 

1aT. My thanks: and now, if you please, 
s look out this fine morning. 

isc. With all my heart. Boy, take the 
of my fishing-house, and carry down those 
0 angle-rods in the hall-window thither, with 
7 fish-pannier, pouch, and landing-net; and 
you there till we come. Come, Sir, we’ll 
after; where, by the way, I expect you 
ld raise all the exceptions against our 
try you can. 

IAT. Nay, Sir, do not think me so ill-na- 
d, nor so uncivil: I only made a little bold 
it last night to divert you, and was only 
st. 

Isc. You were then in as good earnest as 
now with you: but had you been really 
y at it, [ could not blame you; for, to say 
ruth, it is not very taking at first sight. 
look you, Sir, now you are abroad, does 
he sun shine as bright here as in Essex, 
dlesex, or Kent, or any of your southern 
ties ? 

JiaT. It is a delicate morning indeed; and 
w think this a marvellous pretty place. 
isc. Whether you think so or no, you 
ot oblige me more than to say so; and 
e of my friends who know my humour, and 
so kind as to comply with it, usually flatter 
hat way. But look you, Sir, now you are 
e brink of the hill, how do you like my 
r, the vale it winds through like a snake, 
the situation of my little fishing-honse ? 
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Viar. Trust me, ’tis all very fine, and { 
house seems at this distance a neat building © 

Pisc. Good enough for that purpose. * 
here is a bowling-green too, close by it 
though I am myself no very good bowley | 
am not totally devoted to my own Pleasuy 
but that I have also some regard to othad 
men’s, And now, Sir, you are come to Re 
door, pray walk in, and there we will si; and 
talk as long as you please. 

ViatT. Stay, what’s here over the 
PISCATORIBUS SACRUM.* Why then, 
ceive, I have some title here ; for I am 
them, though one of the worst: and here 
it is the cipher too you spoke of, and jt ii 
prettily contrived. Has my master Walto, 
ever been here to see it? for it seems to be ney, 
built. 

Pisc. Yes, he saw it cut in the stone before 
it was set up, but never in the posture it now 
stands ; for the house was but building when 
he was last here, and not raised so high as the 
arch of the door: and I am afraid he will no; 
see it yet; for he has lately writ me word, ie 
doubts his coming down this summer; which, 
I do assure you, was the worst news he could 
possibly have sent me. 

ViaT. Men must sometimes mind theijp 
affairs to make more room for their pleasures. 
and ’tis odds he is as much displeased with the 
business that keeps him from you, as you are 
that he comes not. But I am the most pleased 
with this little house of any thing I ever saw: 


> 
3 


door? 
I per. 
One of 
below 


* See note A at the end. 
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ds in a kind of peninsula too, with a de- 
lear river about it. I dare hardly go 
should not like it so well within as 
t; but, by your leave, ’lltry. Why 
better and better: fine lights, finely 
otted, and all exceeding neat, with a 
table, and all, in the middle! 
sc. Enough, Sir, enough; I have laid 
you the part where I can worst defend 
; and now you attack methere, Come, 
et two chairs; and whilst I am taking a 
‘tobacco, which is always my breakfast, 
1, if you please, talk of some other sub- 


AT. None fitter then, Sir, for the time 
ace, than those instructions you pro- 


sc. I begin to doubt, by something I dis- 
in you, whether I am able to instruct 
no; though, if you are really a stranger 
clear northern rivers, I still think I can; 
erefore, since it is yet too early in the 
ning at this time of the year, to-day being 
e seventh of March, to cast a fiy upon 
ter, if you will direct me what kind of 
for a ‘Trout I shall read you a lecture 
willing and ready to obey you. 
aT, Why, Sir, if you will so far oblige 
id that it may not be too troublesome to 
would entreat you would run through 
ole body of it; and I will not conceal 
fou, that I am so far in love with you, 
sourtesy, and pretty Moreland seat, as to 
e to stay with you long enough by inter- 
or I will not oppress you, to hear all you 
y upon that subject. 
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Pisc. You cannot oblige me more than 1 
such a promise; and therefore, without a 
ceremony, I will begin to tell you, that re 
father Walton having read to you before } 
would look like a presumption in me, ang ie 
adventure would do ‘so in any other man a 
pretend to give lessons for Angling after hie 
who, I do really believe, understands as mnch 
of it, at least, as amy man in England; qiq : 


P) 

not pre-acquaint you, that I am not tempt, FT 
to it by any vain opinion of myself, that T 4 
able to give you better directions ; but havin 
from my childhood pursued the recreation ¢ 
Angling in very clear rivers, truly I think } 
much, some of them at least, the clearest ; 
this kingdom, and the manner of Angling here 
with us, by reason of that exceeding clearneg, 
being something different from the method com, 
monly used in others, which, by being not nea, 
so bright, admit of stronger tackle, and allow 
a nearer approach to the stream; I may, pep. 
adventure give you some instructions that ma 
be of use even in your own rivers, and shajj 
bring you acquainted with more flies, and shew 
you how to make them, and with what dubbing 
too, than he has taken notice of in his Com. 
plete Angler. : 

ViaT. I beseech you, Sir, do: and if you 
will lend me your steel, I will light a pipe the 
while; for that is commonly my breakfast in 
a morning too. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


PISCATOR, 


y then, Sir, to begin methodically, as a 
er in any art should do; and I will not 
‘but that I think myself a master in this : 
Wl divide Angling for Trout or Grayling 
e three ways; at the top, at the bottom, 
the middle: which three ways, though 
e all of them, as I shall hereafter en- 
r to make it appear, in some sort com- 
both those kinds of fish ; yet are they 
generally and absolutely so, but that 
ill necessarily require a distinction, 
in due place I will also give you. 

t which we call Angling at the top, is 
fiy; at the bottom, with a ground-bait ; 
middle, with a Minnow or ground-bait. 
gling at the top is of two sorts; with a 
y, or with an artificial fly. 

we call Angling at the bottom is also 
sorts; by the hand, or with a cork or 


t we call Angling in the middle is also 

sorts; with a Minnow for a Trout, or 

ground-bait for a Grayling. 

all which several sorts of Angling, I 

you can have the patience to hear me, 

ou the best account [ can. 

at. The trouble will be yours, and mine 

asure and the obligation : I beseech you 
to proceed. 

ic. Why then, first of fly-fishing. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Of Fly-fishing. 


PISCATOR. 


FLY-FISHING, or fishing at the top is, ag + 
said before, of two sorts; with a natural aa 
living fly, or with an artificial and made 4 

First then, of the natural fly; of which e 
generally use but two sorts, and those but i. 
the two months of May and June only, name] . 
the green-drake, and the stone-fly; though “{ 
have made use of a third that way, called t, 
camlet fly, with very good success for Gra i 
ling; but never saw it angled with by Be : 
other after this manner, my master only ex 
cepted, who died many years ago, and was oud 
of the best Anglers that ever I knew. 

These are to be angled with, with a shor 
line, not much more than half the length of 
your rod, if the air be still; or with a longey 
very near or all out as long as your rod, if you 
have any wind to carry, it from you. And 
this way of fishing we call daping, dabbing, oy 
dibbing, wherein you are always to have your 
line flying before you up or down the river ag 
the wind serves, and to angle as near as yoy 
can to the bank of the same side whereon you 
stand ; though where you see a fish rise near 
you, you may guide your quick fly over hin, 
whether in the middle or on the contrary side; 
and if you are pretty well out of sight, either 
by kneeling, or the interposition of a bank or 
bush, you may almost be sure to raise, and 
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m too, if it be presently done; the fish 
erwise peradventure be removed to 
ther place, if it be in the still deeps, 
eis always in motion, and roving up 
down to look for prey ; though in a stream, 
aay always almost, especially if there be 
stone near, find him in the same place. 
ne ought in this case to be three good 
next the hook, both by reason you are in 
d of angling to expect the biggest fish, 
o that wanting length to give him line 
he is struck, you must be forced to tug 
to which I will also add, that not an 
your line being to be suffered to touch 
er in dibbing, it may be allowed to be 
nger. I should now give you a descrip- 
those files, their shape and colour, and 
ve you an account of their breeding, 
hal shew you how to keep and use 
but shall defer them to their proper 
d season. . 
r. In earnest, Sir, you discourse very 
jally of this affair: and I am glad to find 
mistaken in you; for in plain truth I 
expect so much from you. 
. Nay, Sir, I can tell you a great deal 
an this, and will conceal nothing from 
ut I must now come to the second way 
ng at the top, which is with an artificial 
ch also I will shew you how to make 
I have done; but first shall acquaint 
at with this you are to angle with a line 
y a yard and a half, or sometimes two 
than your rod; and with both this and 
ar, in a still day in the streams, in a 
hat curls the water in the still deeps, 
17 
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where (excepting in May and June, that 
best Trouts will lie in shallow streams to ‘ the 
for prey, and even then too) you are like : atch 
the best ope vce : hit 
For the length of your rod, you are 
to be governed by the breadth of the Twas 
shall choose to angle at; andfora Trout-rive 
one of five or six yards long is common}? 
enough; and longer, though never so neat] 
and artificially made, it ought not to be, if ven 
intend to fish at ease; and if otherwise, whe uu 
lies the sport? te 
Of these, the best that ever I saw are mad 
in Yorkshire, which are all of one Diece. 
that is to say, of several, six, eight, ten a 
twelve pieces, so neatly pieced, and tied a 
gether with fine thread below and silk above. 
as to make it taper like a switch, and to ou 
with a true bent to your hand; and these a 
are light, being made of fir-wood, for two 
three lengths nearest to the hand, and of other 
wood nearer to the tup, that a man might ye 
easily manage the longest of them that ever | 
saw, with one hand; and these, when you hag 
given over angling for a season, being taken to 
pieces, and laid up in some dry place, ma 
afterwards be set together again in their formey 
postures, and will be as straight, sound, ang 
good as the first hour they were made; ang 
being laid in oil and colour, according to yoy, 
master Walton’s direction, will last many 
years. ! ; 
“The length of your line, to a man tha 
knows how to handle his rod, and to cast it, is 
no manner of encumbrance, excepting in woody 
places, and in landing of a fish, which every 
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can afford to angle for pleasure has 
y to do for him; and the length of line 
ighty advantage to the fishing at dis- 
_and to fish fine, and far off, is the first 
wincipal rule for Trout-angling, 

r line in this case should never be less, 

exceed, two hairs next to the hook ; 

though some, I know, will pretend to 
t than their fellows,---is indeed too few, 
t accident, with the finest hand, being 
t to break it: but he that cannot kill a 
f twenty inches long with two, in a 
r of wood and weeds, as this and 
hers of ours are, deserves not the name 
Angler. 
to have your whole line as it ought 
two of the first lengths, nearest the hook, 
. be of two hairs a-piece; the next 
lengths above them of three, the next 
above them of four, and so of five, and 
nd seven, to the very top: by which 
our rod and tackle will in a manner be 
om your very hand to your hook ; your 
ill fall much better and straighter, and 
four fly to any certain place, to which 
d and eye shall direct it, with less 
nd violence, that would otherwise circle 
r,and fright away the fish. 
asting your line, do it always before 
d so that your fly may first fall upon 
yater, and as little of your line with it as 
sible; though if the wind be stiff, you 
then of necessity be compelled to drown 
part of your line to keep your fly in the 
and in casting your fly, you must aim 
further or nearer bank as the wind 
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serves your turn; which also will be with and 
against you on the same side, several times i 
an hour, as the river winds in its course, and 
you will be forced to angle up and down be 
turns accordingly; but are to endeavour, = 
much as you can, to have the wind evermore 
on your back: and always be sure to stand “i 
far off the bank as your length will give you 
leave, when you throw to the contrary siqa. 
though when the wind will not permit you a 
to do, and that you are constrained to ano}, 
on the same side whereon you stand, you muy 
then stand on the very brink of the river, and 
cast your fly at the utmost length of your roq 
and line, up or down the river, as the gaj, 
serves. 

It only remains, touching your line, to ey 
quire whether your two hairs, next to the hook. 
are better twisted or open: and for that, T 
should declare that I think the open way th» 
- better, because it makes less shew in the watey 
but that I have found an inconvenience, oe 
two, or three, that have made me almost wea 
of that way ; of which one is, that without dis. 
pute they are not so strong open as twisted ; 
another, that they are not easily to be fastened 
of so exact an equal length in the arming, that 
the one will not cause the other to bag, by 
which means a man has but one hair upon the 
matter to trust to; and the last is, that these 
loose flying hairs are not only more apt to catch 
upon every twig or bent they meet with, but 
moreover the hook, in falling upon the water, 
will very often rebound, and fly back betwixt 
the hairs, and there stick, which, in a rough 
water especially, is not presently to be dis. 
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ned by the Angler, so as the point of the 
shall stand reversed; by which means 
y Swims backward, makes a much greater 
in the water, and, till taken home to you 
t right, will never raise any fish; or if 
ould, | am sure, but by a very extraor- 
chance, can hit none. H 
ving done with both these ways of fish- 
the top, the length of your rod, and line 
1, [ am next to teach you how to make 
and afterwards, of what dubbing you are 
ke the several flies I shall hereafter name 


making a fly then, which is not a hackle 
mer-fly, (for of those, and their several 
we shall have occasion to speak every 
in the year,) you are first to hold your 
ast betwixt the fore-finger and thumb of 
eft hand, with the back of the shank up- 

and the point towards your finger’s 
nd then take a strong small silk, of the 
of the fly you intend to make, wax it 
with wax of the same colour too, (to 
end you are always, by the way, to 
ax of all colours about you,) and draw 
ixt your finger and thumb to the head of 
ank, and then whip it twice or thrice 
he bare hook, which you must know is 
oth to prevent slipping, and also that 
nk of the hook may not cut the hairs of 
_towght, which sometimes it will other- 
do: which being done, take your line and 
y it likewise betwixt your finger and thumb, 
the hook so fast, as only to suffer it to 
, until you have the knot of your towght 
to the middle of the shank of your 
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hook, on the inside of it; then whip yoy} . 

twice or thrice about both hook at line 
hard as the strength of the silk will ermit® 
which being done, strip the feather fo, che 
wings proportionable to the bigness of you, 
fly, placing that side downwards, which rey 
uppermost before, upon the back of the hoo 

leaving so much only as to serve for the lengef 
of the wing of the point of the plume, lying 4 
versed from the end of the shank upwards. 
then whip your silk twice or thrice abou the 
root-end of the feather, hook, and toy Kes 
which being done, clip off the root end of the 
feather close by the arming, and then whip the 
silk fast and firm about the hook and tow ht 
until you come to the bend of the hook, but 
not further, as you do at London, and so make 
avery unhandsome, and, in plain English, a Vey 
unnatural and shapeless fly; which being done 
eut away the end of your towght, and faste, 
it, and then take your dubbing, which jigs to 
make the body of your fly, as much as you 
think convenient, and holding it lightly with 
your hook betwixt the finger and thumb of 
your left hand, take your silk with the right, 
and twisting it betwixt the finger and thumb of 
that hand, the dubbing will spin itself about 
the silk, which when it has done, whip it abou 
the armed hovk backward, till you come to the 
setting on of the wings; and then take the 
feather for the wings, and divide it equal] 

into two parts, and turn them back towards the 
bend of the hook, the one on the one side and 
the other on the other of the shank, holding 
them fast in that posture betwixt the fore-finger 
and thumb of your left hand; which done, 
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them so down as to stand, and slope to- 
rds the bend of the hook ; and having warped 
the end of the shank, hold the fly fast 
xt the finger and thumb of your left hand, 
[then take the silk betwixt the finger and 
b of your right hand, and where the warp- 
ds, pinch or nip it with your thumb-nail 
st your finger, and strip away the re- 
r of your dubbing from the silk, and 
ith the bare silk whip it once or twice 
make the wings to stand in due order, 
en, and cut it off; after which with the 
it of a needle; raise up the dubbing gently 
the warp, twitch off the superfluous hairs 
r dubbing, leave the wings of an equal 
h,---your fly will never else swim true,--- 
the work is done. And this way of making 
, which is certainly the best of all other, 
taught me by a kinsman of mine, one Cap- 
Henry Jackson, a near neighbour, an 
irable fly-angler, by many degrees the best 
aaker that ever I yet met with. And now 
TI have told you how a fly is to be made, 
‘shall presently see me make one, with 
you may peradventure take a Trout this 
ing, notwithstanding the unlikeliness of 
day; for it is now nine of the clock, and 
will begin to rise, if they will rise to-day : 
ll walk alone by you, and look on; and 
7 inner I will proceed in my lecture of 
ishing. 
Viar. 1 confess I long to be at the river: 
et I could sit here all day to hear you ; 
me of the oné, and some of the other, will 
ll: and I have a mighty ambition to take 
yout in your river Dove. 
Pisc. 1 warrant you shall: I would not 
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for more than I will speak of but yo 
seeing I have so extolled my eee Ris, d, 
nay, I will keep you here a month but 
shall have one good day of spor hal 
you go. flore 
ViaT. You will find me, I doubt, too ty 
able that way ; for in good earnest, if busi ie 
would give me leave, and that it were ress 
eould find in my heart to stay with you f 
ever. or 
Pisc. I thank you, Sir, for that kind 
pression: and now let me look out my chines 
to make this fly. 8s 


CHAPTER VI. 
PISCATOR. 


Boy, come, give me my dubbing-bag here 
presently: and now, Sir, since I find You 9 
honest a man, I will make no scruple to lay 
open my treasure before you. 


Ph a an q gi 
ow, 
lea I 


ne aoe 


Viar, Did ever any une see the like! what 
a heap of trumpery is here ! certainly never an 
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in Europe has his shop half so well 
shed as you have. 
isc. You, perhaps, may think now, that I 
e together this trumpery, as you call it, for 
only ; to the end that such as see it, 
are not many I assure you, may think 
great master in the art of angling: but, 
e tell you, here are some colours, as con- 
le as they seem here, that are very hard 
got; and scarce any one of them which, 
ould be lost, I should not miss, and be 
erned about the loss of it too, once in the 
But look you, Sir, amongst all these I 
choose out these two colours only, of 
, this is bear’s hair, this darker, no great 
r what; but I am sure I have killed a 
deal of fish with it; and with one or 
of these you shall take Trout or Grayling 
ery day, notwithstanding all disadvan- 
jges, OF my art shall fail me. 

ViaT. You promise comfortably, and I have 
reat deal of reason to believe every thing 
ay ; but I wish the fly were made, that we 
at it. 
isc. That will not be long in doing: and 

serve then. You see first how I hold 
ook, and thus I begin. Look you, here 
y first two or three whips about the bare 
thus I join hook and line; thus I put 
y wings; thus I twirl and lap on my 
ag; thus I work it up towards the head ; 
part my wings; thus [ nip my super- 
dubbing from my silk; thus fasten ; 
m and adjust my fly ; and there’s a fly 
and now how do you like it? 

. In earnest, admirably well, and it 
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perfectly resembles a fly ; but we about Lo aa 

make the bodies of our flies both much i on 
and longer, so long as even almost to the Sal 
beard of the hook. oy 

Pisc. I know it very well, and haq One 
those flies given me by an honest gentleman wh 
came with my father Walton to give me a visite 
which, to tell you the truth, I hung ip ,? 
parlour window to laugh at: but, Sir, yo 
know the proverb, “* They who go to Renan 
‘must do as they at Rome do;” and beliey? 
_ me you must here make your flies afte: this 

fashion, or you will take no fish. Come, | will 
look you out a line, and you shall put i on 
and try it. There, Sir, now I think you i, 
fitted; and now beyund the farther end of ; : 
walk you shall begin: I see at that bend of ¢, 
water above, the air crisps the water a little. 
knit your line first here, and then go up thither 
and see what you can do. , 

ViaT. Did you see that, Sir? 

Pisc. Yes, [ saw the fish, and he saw yo 
too, which made him turn short: you must fish 
farther off, if you intend to have any spo, 
here; this is no New-River, let me tell yoy, 
That was a good Trout, believe me; did yoy 
touch him ? 

Viar. No, I would I had ; we would not hay 
parted so. Look you, there was another; this 
is an excellent fly. 

Pisc. That fiy, I am sure, would kill fish, 
if the day were right; but they only chew a 
it, I see, and will not take it. Come, Sir, let 
us return back to the fishing-house ; this stil] 
water, I see, will not do our business to-day 
you shall now, if you please, make a fly your. 
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d try what you can do in the streams 
hat; and I know a Tront taken witha fly 
ur own making, will please you better 
wenty with one of mine. Give me that 
again, Sirrah: look you, Sir, there is a 
owght, silk, and a feather for the wings ; 
ng with those, and I will look you out a 
ing that I think will do. 

ar, This is a very little hook. 

c. That may serve to inform you, that 
ra very little fiy, and you must make 
* wings accordingly ; for as the case stands 
ust be a little fly, and a very little one too, 
must do your business. Well said! be- 
me you shift your fingers very handsome- 
doubt I have taken upon me to teach my 
er. So here’s your dubbing now. 

at. This dubbing is very black. 

sc. It appears so in hand; but step to 
door and hold it up betwixt your eye and 
jun, and it will appear a shining red: let 
ell you, never a man in England can dis- 
he true colour of a dubbing any way but 
and therefore choose always to make 
ies on such a bright sunshine day as this, 
also you may the better do, because it 
orth nothing to fish in: here, put it on, and 
ure to make the body of your fly as slender 
oucan. Very good! Upon my word you 
2 made a marvellous handsome fly. 

aT. I am very glad to hear it; it is the 
at ever [ made of this kind in my life. 
Pisc. Away, away! you are a doctor at 
but I will not commend you too much, lest 
e you proud. Come, put it on, and you 
now go downward to some streams be- 


= 
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twixt the rocks below the little foot-bridg 
see there, and try yourfortune. Take heed 

slipping into the water as you follow me wide, 
this rock: so, now you are over, and 4," 
throw in. ke 

Viav. This is a fine stream indeed. 'T 
one! I have him. 

Pisc. And a precious catch yon have 
him; pull him out! I see you have a tenace 
hand: this is a diminutive gentleman ; oon 
throw him in again, and let him grow ti}j h 
be more worthy your anger. . 

ViaT. Pardonme, Sir; all’s fish that ¢ 
to the hook with me now. Another! 

Pisc. And of the same standing. 

Viar. I see I shall have good sport noy,. 
another! anda Grayling. Why you have fish 
here at will. 

Pisc. Come, come, cross the bridge, and 
go down the other side lower, where you wi} 
find finer streams, and better sport, I hope 
than this. Look you, Sir, here is a fine streay, 
now; you have length enough, stand a littl, 
further off, let me entreat you, aud do but fish 
this stream like an artist, and peradventure 4 
good fish may fall to your share. How now! 
what! is all gone ? 

ViaT. No, I but touched him ; but that was 
a fish worth taking. 

Pisc. Why now, let me tell you, you log 
that fish by your own fault, and through your 
own eagerness and haste; for you are never to 
offer to strike a good fish, if he do not strike 
himself, till first you see him turn his head 
after he has taken your fly, and then you can 
never strain your tackle in the striking, if you 


e You 
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with any manner of moderation. Come, 
in once again, and fish me this stream 
ches; for [ assure you here are very 
fish ; both Trout and Grayling lie here ; 
t that great stone on the other side, it is 
to one a good Trout gives you the meeting. 
AT. I have him now, but he is gone down 
ds the bottom: I cannot see what he is, 
e should be a good fish by his weight ; 
e makes no great stir. 
sc. Why then, by what you say, I dare 
re to assure you it is a Grayling, who is 
of the deadest-hearted fishes in the world, 
he bigger he is, the more easily taken. 
you, now you see him plain; I told you 
he was: bring hither that landing-net, 
and now, Sir, he is your own; and be- 
me a good one, sixteen inches long I war- 
him: I have taken none such this year. 


1aT, I never saw a Grayling before look 
ack. 

Pisc. Did you not? why then let me tell 
i, that you never saw one before in right 
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season: for then a Grayling is very *b] 
about his head, gills, and down his bac, — 
has his belly of a dark grey, dappled yr 
black spots, as you see this is; and I am BA. 
to conclude, that from thence he derives be 
name of Umber. Though I must tell you ree 
fish is past his prime, and begins to declins 
and was in better season at Christmas thay he 
is now. But move on, for it grows towa, . 
dinner-time ; and there is a very great ang 
stream below, under that rock, that fills the 
deepest pool in all the river, where yoy ah 
almost sure of a good fish. . 

ViatT. Let him come, I'll try a fal] with 
him; but I had thought, that the Grayling ha 
been always in season with the Trout, and had 
come in and gone out with him. 

Pisc. Oh no! assure yourself a Graylin 
is a winter-fish ; but such a one as would de. 
ceive any but such as know him very well jp. 
deed ; for his flesh, even in his worst season 
is so firm, and will so easily calver, that in 
plain truth he is very good meat at all time,. 
but in his perfect season, which, by the way 
none but an over-grown Grayling will ever pe’ 
I think him so good a fish, as to be little inferjo, 
to the best Trout that ever I tasted in my life. 

ViarT. Here’s another skip-jack, and I haye 
raised five or six more at least whilst you wer, 
speaking. Well, go thy way, little Dove! thoy 
art the finest river that ever I saw, and the 
fullest of fish. Indeed, Sir, I like it so well, 
that I am afraid you will be troubled with me — 
once a year, so long as we two live. 

Pisc. I am afraid I shall not, Sir: but 
were you once here a May or a June, if good 
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ould tempt you, I should then expect 

uld sometimes see me; for you would 
it were a fine river indeed, if you had 

seen the sport at the height. 

aT. Which I will do, if I live, and that 

ease to give me leave.---There was one, 

ere another. 

c. And all this in a strange river, and 

fly of your own making! why, what a 

ous man are you! 

ar. Ay, Sir, but who taught me? and as 

tas says by his man Dorus, so you may 

me, 


-- If my man such praises have, 
Vhat then have I, that taught the knave ? 


But what have we got here? a rock spring- 
up in the middle of the river! this is one 
oddest sights that ever I saw. 

sc. Why, Sir, from that pike*, that you 
anding up there distant from the rock, 
called Pike-Pool: and young Mr. Izaak 
n was so pleased with it, as to draw it 
ndscape in black and white, in a blank 
I have at home, ‘as he has done several 
ects of my house also, which I keep for a 
rial of his favour, and will shew you, 
we come up to dinner. 

taT. Has young master Izaak Walton 
here too? 

Isc. Yes, marry has he, Sir, and that 
and again too, and in France since, and 
ome, and at Venice, and I can’t tell 
e; but I intend to ask him a great many 


* See note B at the end. 
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hard questions so soon as I can see him 
will be, God willing, next month. In the 
y . a ean 
time, Sir, to come to this fine stream a; th 
head of this great pool, you must venture oy : 
these slippery, cobbling stones: believe oa 
Sir, there you were nimble, or else you 
been down; but now you are got over, look 
yourself; for on my word, if a fish rise hep 
he is like to be such a one as will endanges 
your tackle. How now? ’ 

Viar. I think you have such commay 
here over the fishes, that you can raise the 
by your word, as they say conjurers can do 
spirits, and afterward make them do what 
bid them ; for here’s a Trout has taken my A, . 
I had rather have lost a crown. What luch, 
this! he was a lovely fish, and turned yp , 
side like a Salmon! 

Pisc. O, Sir, this is a war where you some. 
times win, and must sometimes expect to lose, 
Never concern yourself for the loss of your fly : 
for ten to one I teach you to make a better, 
Who’s that calls? 

Serv. Sir, will it please you to come to 
dinner ? 

Pisc. We come. You hear, Sir, we are 
called ; and now take your choice, whether yoy 
will climb this steep hill before you, from the 
top of which you will go directly into the 
house, or back again over these stepping-stones, 
and about by the bridge. 

ViaT. Nay, sure, the nearest way is best; 
at least my stomach tells me so; and I am 
now so well acquainted with your rocks, that] 
fear them not. - 

Pisce. Come, then, follow me ; and so soon 
as we have dined, we will down again to the 
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eg house, where I will begin at the place [ 
off about fly-fishing, and read you another 
ie; for I have a great deal more to say 
i that subject. 
Viar. The more the better: I could never 
}met with a more obliging master, my first 
d; nor such sport can all the rivers 
ondon ever afford as is to be found in 
tty river. | 
sc. You deserve to have better, both be- 
see you are willing to take pains, and. 
ng this little so well; and better I hope 
you before we part. 


CHAPTER VII. 


VIATOR, 


OME, Sir, having now well dined, and. 
gain set in your little house, I will now 
ge your promise, and entreat you to pro- 
your instruction for fly-fishing; which 
you may be the better encouraged to do, 


c. Why, Sir, I am ready to give it you, 

all have the whole afternoon to do it in, 

ody come to interrupt us; for you must 

besides the unfitness of the day, that the 

ons, so early in March, signify very 
18 
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little to angling with a fly, though with ay. 
now or a worm something might, I confess ¢ 
’ niess, 
done. ' fone 
To begin then where I left off: my fath 
Walton tells us but of twelve artificial flies Bi 
angle with at the top, and gives their tides 
of which some are common with us here; anj 
I think I guess at most of them by his dese;; 
tion, and I believe they all breed and are take, 
in our rivers, though we do not make the : 
either of the same dubbing or fashion. Ane 
it may be in the rivers about London, which ; 
presume he has most frequented, and where ie 
is likely he has done most execution, there ; 
not much notice taken of many more: but ai 
are acquainted with several others here, though 
perhaps I may reckon some of his by othe, 
names too; but if Ido, I shall make yo, 
amends by an addition to his catalogue. Ang 
although the fore-named great master in the 
art of Angling, for so in truth he is, tells yoy 
that no man should in honesty catch a Troy 
till the middle of March; yet I hope he wil 
give a man leave sooner to take a Grayling 
which, as I told you, is in the dead months jy 
his best season; and do assure you, which ] 
remember by a very remarkable token, I did 
once take upon the sixth day of December one, 
and only one, of the biggest Graylings, and the 
best in season, that ever I yet saw or tasted; 
and do usually take Trouts too, and with a fly, 
not only before the middle of this month, but 
almost every year in February, unless it be a 
very ill spring, indeed ; and have sometimes in 
January, so early as New-year’s-tide, and in 
frost and snow, taken Grayling in a warm sun- 
shine day for an hour or two about noon ; and 
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vam with a grub it is then the best 
all, 

shall therefore begin my fly-fishing with 
month,---though I confess very few begin 
on, and that such as are so fond of the 
as to embrace all opportunities, can 
in that month find a day fit for their 
se,---and tell you, that upon my know- 
e these flies in a warm sun, for an hour or 
in the day, are certainly taken. 


January. 


1. A red brown, with wings of the male of 
aallard almost white: the dubbing of the 
f a black long-coated cur, such as they 
only make muffs of: for the hair on the 
f such a dog dies and turns to a red brown, 
the hair of a smooth-coated dog of the same 
r will not do, because it will not die, but 
s its natural colour; and this fly is taken 
, warm sun, this whole month through, 
2. There is also a very little bright dun 
as little as can possibly be made, so little 
ver to be fished with, with above one hair 
he hook; and this is to be made of a 
od dubbing of marten’s fur and the white of 
are’s scut, with a very white and small 
; and it is no great matter how fine you 
, for nothing will rise in this month but a 
yling: and of them I never, at this sea- 
saw any taken with a fly of above a foot 
in my life; but of little ones, about the 
s of a Smelt, in a warm day and a glow- 
‘sun, you may take enough with these two 
, and they are both taken the whole month 
yugh. 


‘ 
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February. 

1, Where the red-brown of the last mo 
ends, another almost of the same colour be Nth 
with this, saving that the dubbing of this “eins 

hi USt 
be of something a blacker colour, and both 
them warpt on with red silk: the dubbing ao 
should make this fly, and that is the trueg . 
lour, is to be got off the black spot of a ho bi 
ear: not that a black spot in any part of th 
hog will not afford the same colour; but that 
the hair in that place is by many degree 
softer, and more fit for the purpose: his vine 
must be as the other; and this kills all thi: 
month, and is called the lesser red-brown, * 

8, This month also a plain hackle, oy pal. 
mer-fly, made with a rough black body, eith ~ 
of black spaniel’s fur, or the whirl of an y. 
trich feather, and the red hackle of a can 
‘over all, will kill, and, if the weather be right 
make very good sport. ? 

3, Also a lesser hackle, with a black bog 
also, silver twist over that, and a red feath¢, 
over all, will fill your pannier, ‘if the month 
be open, and not bound up in ice and snow, 
with very good fish; but in case of a frost ang 
snow, you are to angle only with the smalleg 
gnats, browns and duns, you can make, ang 
with those are only to expect Graylings no 
bigger than sprats. a 

4, In this month, upon a whirling roung 
water, we have a great hackle, the body black, 
and wrapped with a red feather of a capon wi. 
trimmed ; that is, the whole length of the hackle 
staring out; for we sometimes barb the hackle- 
feather short all over, sometimes barb it only 
alittle, and sometimes barb it close underneath, 
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i g the whole length of the feather on the 
r back of the fiy, which makes it swim 
, and, as occasion serves, kills very great 


We make use also, in this month, of 
her great hackle, the body black, and rib- 
[over with gold twist, and a red feather 
y all; which also does great execution. 
Also a great dun, made with dun bear’s 
and the wings of the grey feather of a 
rd near unto his tail; which is absolutely 
t fly can be thrown upon a river this 
h, and with which an Angler shall have 
ble sport. : 
We have also this month the great blue 
the dubbing of the bottum of bear’s hair 
to the roots, mixed with a little blue cam- 
es wings of the dark gray feather of a 
ara. - 
We have also this month a dark-brown, 
ubbing of the brown hair off the flank of 
ended cow, and the wings of the gray 
feather. 
And note, that these several hackles, or 
ner-flies, are some for one water and one 
and some for another; and, according to 
hhange of those, we alter their size and co- 
; and note also, that both in this, and all 
‘months of the year, when you do not cer- 
know what fly is taken, or cannot see any 
rise, you are then to put on a small 
, if the water be clear, or a bigger, if 
ing dark, until you have taken one; and 
rusting your finger through his gills, to 
out his gorge, which being opened with 
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your knife, you will then discover what fed 
taken, and may fit yourself accordingly, Y is 
For the making of a hackle, or palmey + 
my father Walton has already given you sulk 
cient direction, A 


March. 


For this month you are to use all the Sa 
hackles and flies with the other, but you ap, : 
make them less. ’ 

1. We have besides for this month a lity 
dun, called a whirling dun, though it is not the 
whirling dun indeed, which is one of the heel 
flies we have; and for this the dubbing wate 
be of the bottom fur of a squirrel’s tail, and 1} 
wing of the gray feather of.a drake. ‘ 

2. Also a bright brown, the dubbing either 
of the brown of a spaniel, or that of a cow's 
flank, with a gray wing. 

3. Also a whitish dun, made of the roots 
of camel’s hair, and the wings of the gray fog. 
ther of a mallard. ; 

4, There is also for this month a fly, calleq 
the thorn-tree fly; the dubbing an absolute 
black mixed with eight or ten hairs of Isabella. 
coloured mohair, the body as little as can bh, 
made, and the wings of a bright mallard’s fea. 
ther; an admirable fly, and in great repnte 
amongst us for a killer, 

5. There is, besides this, another blue dun, 
the dubbing of which it is made being thus tg 
be got. Take a small-tooth comb, and with it 
comb the neck of a black greyhound, and the 
down that sticks in the teeth will be the finest 
blue that ever you saw. The wings of this fly 
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» hardly be too white ; and he is taken about 
‘ enth of this month, and lasteth till the 


“wings of the male of a mallard as white as 
be, the body as little as you can possibly 
it, and the wings as short as his body. 
From the sixteenth of this month also to 
id of it we use a bright brown; the dub- 
for which is to be had out of a skinner’s 
pits, and of the hair of an abortive calf, 
ich the lime will turn to be so bright as to 
ne like gold: for the wings of this fly, the 
ther of a brown hen is best; which fiy is 
taken till the tenth of April. 


April. 


ll the same hackles and flies that were 
in March, will be taken in this month 
with this distinction only concerning the 
that all the browns be lapped with red 
and the duns with yellow. 

To these a small bright brown, made of 
iel’s fur, with a light gray wing, ina bright 
and a clear water, is very well taken. 

. We have too a little dark brown, the 
ing of that colour, and some violet camlet 
ixed see the wing of a gray feather ofa 
ard. . 

From the sixth of this month to the tenth 
ve also a fly called the violet fly, made 
“a dark violet stuff, with the wings of the 

y feather of a mallard. 
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4, About the twelfth of this month eq 
in the fly called the whirling dun 
taken every day about the mid-time 
this month through, and by fits from 
the end of June; and is commonly made of the 
down of a fox-cub, which is of an ash colon. 
at the roots next the skin, and ribbed ag 
with yellow silk, the wings of the Dale gpa. 
feather of a mallard. y 

5. There is also a yellow dun, the dubbin 
of camel’s hair, and yellow camlet or Wool 
mixed, and a white gray wing. 

6. There is also, this month, another litt] 
brown, besides that mentioned before, made 
with a very slender body, the dubbing of dark 
brown, and violet camlet mixed, and a . 
wing; which, though the direction for the 
making be near the other, is yet anothey fA 
and will take when the other will not, especi. 
ally in a bright day and a clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this month comes 
in a fly called the horse-flesh fly ; the dubbin 
of which is a blue mohair, with pink-coloured 
and red tammy mixed, a light-coloured Wing, 
and a dark brown head. This fly is taken best 
in an evening, and kills from two hours befor 
sun-set till twilight, and is taken the month 
through. 


May. 


And now, Sir, that we are entering into the 
month of May, I think it requisite to beg not 
only your attention, but also your best pa. 
tience ; for I must now be a little tedious with 
you, and dwell upon this month longer than 
ordinary: which that you may the better en. 


t 
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re, | must tell you, this month deserves and 
guires to be insisted on; forasmuch as it 
me, and the next following, afford more plea- 
to the fly-angler than all the rest. And 
p it is that you are to expect an account of 
ie green-drake, and stone-fiy, promised you 
long ago, and some others that are peculiar 
‘this month and part of the month following, 
id that, though not so great either in bulk or 
me, do yet stand in competition with the two 
re-named ; and so, that it is yet undecided 
ngst the Anglers, to which of the pretend- 
to the title of the May-fly it does properly 
id duly belong: neither dare I, where so 
any of the learned in this art of Angling are 
yt in dispute about the controversy, take upon 

to determine ; but I think I onght to have 
vote amongst them, and according to that 
ilege shall give you my free opinion ; and 
dventure, when [ have told you all, you 
ay incline to think me in the right. 
_Viar. I have so great a deference to your 
midgment in these matters, that I must always 
.of your opinion : and the more you speak, the 
ster I grow to my attention ; for I can never 
e weary of hearing you upon this subject. 
_Pisc. Why that’s encouragement enough ; 
now prepare yourself for a tedious lecture. 
I will first begin with the flies of less es- 
, though almost any thing will take a 
ut in May, that I may afterwards insist 
longer upon those of greater note and re- 
otation : know, therefore, that the first fly we 
e notice of in this month is called 

The turkey-fly ; the dubbing ravelled 
f some blue stuff, and lapped about with 
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yellow silk; the wings of a gray mallard’; fe 
ther. ™ 

2. Next a great hackle or palmer fly, with 
a yellow body ribbed with gold twist, and la, 
wings of a mallard’s feather dyed yellow, with 
a red capon’s hackle over all. 

3. Then a black fly; the dubbing of 
black spaniel’s fur, aud the wings of a gray mal. 
lard’s feather. ‘ 

4. After that a light brown with a Slende 
body ; the dubbing twirled upon small req sie 
and raised with the point of a needle, that 4,” 
ribs or rows of silk may appear through, the 
wings of the gray feather of a mallard. 

5, Next a little dun ; the dubbing of a beap, 
dun whirled upon yellow silk, the wings of th, 
gray feather of a mallard. 

6. Then a white gnat, with a pale wing 
and a black head. : 

7. There is also this month a fly called the 
peacock-fly ; the body made of a whirl of , 
peacock’s feather, with a red head, and Wings 
of a mallard’s feather. 

8. We have then another very killing fly, 
known by the name of the dun-cut ; the dub. 
bing of which is a bear’s dun, with a little blue 
and yellow mixed with it; a large dun wing, 
and two horns at the head, made of the hairs 
of a squirrel’s tail. 

9. The next is the cow-lady, a little fly, 
the body of a peacock’s feather, the wing of a 
red feather, or strips of the red hackle of g 
cock. 

10. We have then the cow-dung fly; the 
dubbing light-brown and yellow mixed, the 
wing the dark gray feather of a mallard. And 
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yte, that besides these above-mentioned, ail 
same hackles and flies, the hackles only 
righter and the flies smaller, that are taken in 
ril, will also be taken this month, as also 
rowns and duns. And now I come to my 

ne-fly, and green-drake, which are the ma- 
ores for ‘Trout and Grayling, and, in their 
son, kill more fish in our Derbyshire rivers, 
n all the rest, past and to come, in the 
ole year besides. 
But first 1 am to tell you, that we have 
ur several flies which contend for the title of 
ie May-fly, namely, 

The green-drake, 

The stone-fly, 

The black-fly, and 

The little yellow May-fly. 
ind all these have their champions and advo- 
ates to dispute and plead their priority ; though 
‘do not understand why the two last-named 
jould ; the first two having so manifestly the 
lvantage, both in their beauty, and the won- 
ul execution they do in their season. 
11..Of these, the green-drake comes in 
t the twentieth of this month, or betwixt 
and the latter end; for they are some- 
es sooner and sometimes later, according to 
quality of the year; but never well taken 
owards the end of this month, and the be- 
ing of June. The stone-fly comes much 
er, so early as the middle of April; but 
never well taken till towards the middle of 
ay, and continues to kill much longer than 
: green-drake stays with us, so long as to the 
almost of June; and indeed, so long as 
@ are any of them to be seen upon the wa- 
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ter; and sometimes in an artificial AY, ang 
late at night, or before sun-rise in a mornin, 
longer. 3 

Now both these flies, and, I believe, man 
others, though I think not all, are certainly 
and demonstratively bred in the very rivey, 
where they are taken; our cadis or cod-bait 
which lie under stones in the bottom of 4h? 
water, most of them turning into those ty, 
flies; and being gathered in the husk or crug 
near the time of their maturity, are very easj] 
known and distinguished ; and are of all oth¢, 
the most remarkable, both for their size, g, 
being of all other the biggest, the shortest of 
them being a full inch long or more, and fop 
the execution they do, the Trout and Grayling 
being much more greedy of them than of an. 
others; and indeed the Trout never feeds fa; 
nor comes into his perfect season, till these 
flies come in. ' 

Of these, the green-drake never discloses 
from his husk, till he be first there grown to 
full maturity, body, wings, and all; and then 
he creeps out of his cell, but with his wings so 
crimped and ruffled, by being pressed togethey 
in that narrow room, that they are, for some 
hours, totally useless to him ; by which means 
he is compelled either to creep upon the flags, 
sedges, and blades of grass, if his first rising 
from the bottom of the water be near the banks 
of the river, till the air and sun stiffen and 
smooth them: or if his first appearance above 
water happen to be in the middle, he then lies 
upon the surface of the water like a ship-at 
hull; for his feet are totally useless to him 
there, and he cannot creep upon the water, as 
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e stone-fly can, until his wings have got stiff - 
ass to fly with, (if by some Trout or Gray- 
ig he be not taken in the interim, which ten 
one he is,) and then his wings stand high, 
nd closed exact upon his back, like the but- 
rly, and his motion in flying is the same. 
fis body is in some of a paler, in others of a 
arker yellow, for they are not all exactly of 
colour, ribbed with rows of green, long, slen- 
er, and growing sharp towards the tail; at 
le end of which he has three long small whisks 
fa very dark colour, almost black, and his 
ail turns up towards his back like a mallard ; 
om whence, qnestionless, he has his name of 
ie green-drake. These, as I think I told you 
efore, we commonly dape or dibble with; and 
aving gathered great store of them into a 
draw-box, with holes in the cover to give 
m air, where also they will continue fresh 
vigorous a night or more, we take them 
thence by the*wings, and bait them thus 
pon the hook. We first take one, for we com- 
jonly fish with two of them at atime, and put- 
ing the point of the hook into the thickest part 
f his body under one of his wings, run it di- 
ectly through, and out at the other'side, leav- 
a¢ him spitted cross upon the hook, and then 
taking the other, put him on after the same 
anner, but with his head the contrary way ; 
n which posture they will live upon the hook, 
“Yand play with their wings, for a quarter of an 
jour or more: but you must have a care to 
eep their wings dry, both from the water, and 
Iso that your fingers be not wet when you 
ake them out to bait them; for then your 


Be at 


bait is spoiled. 
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Having now told you how to angle with 4); 
fiy alive, I am_ now to tell you next how Pi 
make an artificial fly, that will so perfectly yo 
semble him, as to be taken in a rough wing, 
day when no flies can lie upon the water 
are to be found about the banks and sid 
the river, to a wonder, and with which 
shall certainly kill the best Trout and G 
ling in the river. 

The artificial green-drake, then, is made 
upon a large hook; the dubbing, camel’s haj, 
bright bear’s hair, the soft down that is com}. 
ed from a hog’s bristles, and yellow camblo; 
well mixed together; the body long, and yj}? 
bed about with green silk, or rather yellow 
waxed with green wax; the whisks of the tajj 
of the long hairs of sables or fitehet; and the 
wings of the white-gray feather of a mallard 
dyed yellow ; which also is to be dyed thus, ’ 

Take the root of a barbary-tree, and shave 
it, and put to it woody viss, with as much alum 
as a walnut, and boil your feathers in it with 
rain-water; and they will be of a very fine 
yellow. 

I have now done with the green-drake ex. 
cepting to tell you, that he is taken at all hours 
during his season, whilst there is any day upon 
the sky: and with a made fly I once took, ten 
days after he was absolutely gone, in a clondy 
day, after a shower, and in a whistling wind, 
five and thirty very great Trouts and Gray. 
lings, betwixt five and eight of the clock in the 
evening; and had no less than five or six flies, 
with three good hairs a-piece, taken from me 
in despite of my heart, besides. 

12, I should now come next to the stone. 


> Roy 
es of 
you 
Yay. 
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but there is another gentleman in my way, 
must of necessity come in between; and 
the gray-drake, which in all shapes and 
nsions is perfectly the same with the other, 
uite almost of another colour; being of a 
and more livid yellow and green, and rib- 
ith black quite down his body, with black 
ng wings ; and so diaphanous and tender, 
eb like, that they are of no manner of use 
apping; but come in, and are taken after 
reen-drake, and in an artificial fly kill very 
il; which fly is thus made: the dubbing of 
p down of a hog’s bristles and black spaniel’s 
'mixed, and ribbed down the body with 
ick silk, the whisks of the hairs of the beard 
black cat, and the wings of the black gray 
er of a mallard. 
nd now I come to the stone-fly; but am 
d I have already wearied your patience, 
h if I have, I beseech you freely tell me 
nd I will defer the remaining instruction 
‘fly-angling till some other time. 
IAT. No, truly, Sir; I can never be 
of hearing you: but if you think fit, be- 
I am afraid I am too troublesome, to re- 
yourself with a glass and a pipe, you may 
wards proceed; and I shall be exceedingly 
ed to hear you. 
asc. I thank you, Sir, for that motion ; 
lieve me, I am dry with talking. Here, 
y, give us here a bottle and a glass ; and, 
my service to you, and to all our friends 
e south. 
IAT. Your servant, Sir, and I’ll pledge 
as heartily ; for the good powdered beef I 
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eat at dinner, or something else, has made y, 
thirsty. re 


CHAPTER VIII. 


VIATOR. 


So, Sir, I am now ready for another lesso,, 
so soon as you please to give it me. ‘ 

Pisc. And I, Sir, as ready to give you the 
best I can. Having told you the time of the 
stune-fly’s coming in, and that he is bred of , 
cadis, in the very river where he is takep I 
am next to tell yon that, . 

13. This same stone-fly has not the pa. 
tience to continue in his crust or husk, till }j, 
wings be full grown; but, so soon as ever the 
begin to put out, that he feels himself strong,--. 
at which time we call him a Jack,---squeezes 
himself out of prison, and crawls to the top of 
some stone, where if he can find a chink that 
will receive him, or can creep betwixt two 
stones, the one lying hollow upon the other,... 
which, by the way, we also lay so purposely 
to find them,---he there lurks till his wings be 
full grown; and ‘there is your only place to 
find him,---and from thence doubtless he de. 
rives his name :---though, for want of such con- 
venience, he will make shift with the hollow 
of a bank, or any other place where the wind 
cannot come to fetch him off. His body is 
long, and pretty thick, and as broad at the tail 
almost as in the middle; his colour a very 
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2 brown, ribbed with yellow, and much yel- 
wer on the belly than the back: he has two 
three whisks also at the tag of his tail, and 
little horns upon his head : his wings, when 
grown, are double, and flat down his back, 
the same colour but rather darker than his 
y, and longer than it ; though he makes but 
e use of them, for you shall rarely see him 
ng, though often swimming and paddling, 
h several feet he has under his belly, upon 
water, without stirring a wing: but the 
ke will mount steeple-high into the air, 
ugh he is to be found upon fiags and grass 
,and indeed every where high and low near 
iver; there being so many of them in 
F season, as, were they not a very inoffen- 
insect would look like a plague : and these 
es,---since [ forgot to tell you before, I 
tell you here,--are taken by the fish to 
incredible degree, that, upon a calm sa 
Shall see the still deeps continually all 
circles by the fishes rising, who will gorge 
selves with those flies, till they purge 
i out of their gills; and the Trouts are at 
time so lusty and strong, that one of eight 
n inches long will then more struggle and 
and more endanger your tackle, than one 
eas big in winter: but pardon this digres- 


‘his stone-fly, then, we dape or dibble with, 
h the drake; but with this difference, 
whereas the green-drake is common both 
gam and still, and to all hours of the day, 
dom dape with this but in the streams--- 
(a whistling wind a made fly in the deep 
ter---and rarely but early and late, it not 
a 19 
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being so proper for the mid-time of the qa, . 
though a great Grayling will then take it moe ; 
well in a sharp stream, and here and there = 
Trout too; but much better towards eight, nin, 
ten, or eleven of the clock at night, at Whick 
time also the best fish rise, and the late; th 
better, provided you can see your fiy; and 
when you cannot, a made fly will murde, 
which is to be made thus; The dubbing 4; 
bear’s dun with a little brown and yellow cay, 
let very well mixed ; but so placed, that your 
fly may be more yellow on the belly and to. 
wards the tail underneath, than in any othe, 
part; and you are to place two or three hai), 
of a black cat’s beard on the top of the hoo, 
in your arming, so as to be turned up whey 
you warp on your dubbing, and to stand almoy 
upright, and staring one from another; ang 
note, that your fly is to be ribbed with yelloy 
silk, and the wings long, and very large, of 
the dark gray feather of a mallard. 

14, The next May-fiy is the black-fly, mag, 
with a black body, of the whirl of an ostric 
feather, ribbed with silver twist, and the b] 
hackle of a cock over all; and is a killiag 4 
but not to be named with either of the other’’ 

15. The last May-ily,---that is, of the fou 
pretenders,---is a little yellow May-fly, in shape 
exactly the same with the green-drake, buta 
very little one, and of as bright a yellow as 
can be seen; which is made of a bright yelloy 
camlet, and the wings of a white gray feathe 
dyed yellow. 

16. The last fiy for this month,---and whic 
continues all June, though it comes in in the 
middle of May--is the fly called the camle. 
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in shape like a moth, with fine diapered or 
wer wings, and with which, as I told you be- 
e, I sometimes used to dibble; and Gray- 
ig will rise mightily at it. But the artificial 
,---which is only in use amongst our Ang- 
S,—-is made of a dark brown shining camlet, 
bed over with a very small light green silk, 
» wings of the double gray feather of a mal- 
‘d ; and it is a killing fly for small fish: and 
much for May. 


June, 


From the first to the four-and-twentieth the 
een-drake and stone-fly are taken, as I told 
yu before. 

1. From the twelfth to the four-and-twen- 
h, late at night, is taken a fly called the 
l-fiy ; the dubbing of a white weasel’s tail, 
d a white gray wing. 

2. We have then another dun, called the 
irimn- y from its yeasty colour ; the dubbing 
the fur of a yellow dun cat, and a gray wing 
a mallard’s feather. 

_3. We have also a hackle with a purple 
dy, whipped about with a red capon’s fea- 


D4. As also a gold-twist hackle, with a pur- 
e body, whipped about with a red capon’s fea- 


+5. To these, we have this month a flesh- 
rf; the dubbing of a black spaniel’s fur and 
e wool mixed, and a gray wing. 

6. Also another little flesh-fly ; the body 
ade of the whirl of a peacock’s feather, and 
e wings of the gray feather of a drake. 
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7. We have then the peacock-fiy ; the 


and wing both made of the feather of that sty 


8. There is also the flying-ant, or weet 
the dubbing of brown and red camlet mixed’ 
with a light gray wing. 4 
9. We have likewise a brown gnat, with é 
we slender body of brown and violet cam}g, 
well mixed, and a light gray wing. 
10. And another little black gnat ; the dy}, 
bing of black mohair, and a white gray win 
11. As also a green grasshopper; the dy}, 
bing of green silk, and a red capon’s feathe, 
over all. 
12, And lastly, a littie dun grasshoppey. 
the body slender, made of a dun camlet, ang ; 
dun hackle at the top. 


July. 


First, all the small flies that were taken jy 
June, are also taken in this month, 

1. We have then the orange-fly; the dub. 
bing of orange wool, and the wing of a black 
feather. 

2, Also a little white dun; the body made 
of white mohair, and the wings blue, of a he. 
ron’s feather. 

3. We have likewise this month a wasp. 
fly; made either of a dark brown dubbing, or 
else the fur of a black cat’s tail, ribbed about 
with yellow silk, and the wing of the gray fea. 
ther of a mallard. 

4. Another fly taken this month is a black 
hackle; the body made of the whirl of a pea- 
cock's feather, and a black hackle feather on 
the top. 
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_5. We have also another, made of a pea- 
k’s whirl, without wings. 

6. Another fly also is taken this month call- 
| the shell-fiy ; the dubbing of yellow green 
rsey wool and a little white hog’s hair mix- 
3 which I call the palm-fiy, and do believe 
is taken for a palm that drops off the wil- 
ys into the water: for this fly I have seen 
outs take little pieces of moss, as they have 
am down the river; by which I conclude, 
t the best way to hit the right colour is, to 
apare your dubbing with the moss, and mix 
colours as near as you can. 

7. There is also taken this month a black 
ie dun ; the dubbing of the fur of a black 
bit mixed with a little yellow, the wings of 
feather of a blue pigeon’s wing. 


August. 


‘The same flies with July. 

1. Then another ant-fiy; the dubbing of 
black brown hair of a cow, some red warp- 
in for the tag of his tail, and a dark wing : 
illing fly. 

2. Next a fly called the fern-fiy ; the dub- 
g of the fur of a hare’s neck, that is, of the 
ur of fern or bracken, with a darkish gray 
e of a mallard’s feather; a killer too. 

3. Besides these we have a white hackle; 
body of white mohair, and warped about 
a white hackle feather; and this is as 
dly taken for thistle down. 

4. We have also this month a harry-long- 
1; the body made of bear’s dun and blue 
1 mixed, and a brown hackle feather over 
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Lastly, in this month all the same b 


row 
and duns are taken, that were taken in ie 


May. 
September. 


This month the same flies are taken, that 
are taken in April. 

1. To which I shall only add a came) 
brown fly; the dubbing pulled out of the liq, 
of a wall, whipped about with red silk, ang A 
darkish gray mallard’s feather for the wing, 

2. And one other for which we have ,, 
name; but itis made of the black hair of 
badger’s skin, mixed with the yellow Softest 
down of a sanded hog. 


October. 


The same flies are taken this month, that 
were taken in March. 


November. 


The same flies that were taken in February: 
are taken this month also. 


December. 


Few men angle with the fly this month, no 
more than they do in January; but yet if the 
weather be warm,--as I have known it some. 
times in my life to be, even in this cold conn- 
try, where it is least expected,--then a brown 
that looks red in the hand, and yellowish be- 
twixt your eye and the sun, will both raise and 
kill in aclear water, and free from snow-broth ; 
si at the best it is hardly worth a man’s la- 

our. 
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And now, Sir, I have done with fly-fishing, 
angling at the top; excepting once more to 
ell you, that of all these,--and I have named 
ou a great many very killing flies,---none are 
t to be compared with the drake and stone- 

y, both for many and very great fish: and 
yet, there are some days that are by no means 
oper for the sport; and in a calm you shall 
ot have near so much sport, even with da- 
ing, as in a whistling gale of wind, for two 
easons ; both because you are not so easily 
iscovered by the fish, and also because there 
e then but few flies that can lie upon the wa- 
er: for where they have so much choice, you 
nay easily imagine they will not be so eager 
nd forward to rise at a bait; that both the 
hadow of your body, and that of your rod, 
hay, of your very line, in a hot calm day, will, 
nh spite of your best caution, render suspected 
© them: but even then, in swift streams, or 
y sitting down patiently behind a willow bush, 
fou shall do more execution than at almost any 
ther time of the year with any other fly; 
hough one may sometimes hit of a day, when 
e shall come home very well satisfied with 
sport with several other flies: but with these 
two, the green-drake and the stone-fly, I do 
erily believe | could some days in my life, 
ad I not been weary of slaughter, have loaden 

u lusty boy ; and have sometimes, I do honest- 
y assure you, given over upon the mere ac- 
count of satiety of sport: which will be no 
hard matter to believe, when I likewise assure 

ou, that with this very fly, 1 have, in this 
ery river that runs by us, in three or four 
ours taken thirty, five and thirty, and forty of 
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the best Trouts in the river. What shameeng 
pity is it, then, that such a river should be de. 
stroyed by the basest sort of people, by those 
unlawful ways of fire and netting in the nigh: 
and of damming, groping, spearing, hanging 
and hooking by day! which are now grown 
common, that, though we have very good laws 
to punish such offenders, every rascal does it 
for aught I see, impuné. : - 
To conclude: I cannot now in honesty but 
frankly tell you, that many of these fijes I 
have named, at least so made as we make them 
here, will peradventure do you no great ser. 
vice in your southern rivers ; and will not Con. 
ceal from you, but that I have sent flies to 
several friends in London, that, for aught | 
could ever hear, never did any great feats With 
them: and therefore, if you intend to profit by 
my instructions, you must come to angle With 
me here in the Peak. And so, if you please, 
let us walk up to supper; and to-morrow, if 
the day be windy, as our days here commonly 
are, it is ten to one but we shall take a good 
dish of fish for dinner. . 


CHAPTER IX, 


PISCATOR. 


A Goop day to you, Sir; I see you will 
always be stirring a me. 

ViaT. Why, to tell you the truth, I am so 
allured with the sport I had yesterday, that [ 
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gy to be at the river again; and when I 
ard the wind sing in my chamber window, 
puld forbear no longer, but leap out of bed, 
d had just made an end of dressing myself 
you came in. 
Pisc. Well, I am both glad you are so 
ady for the day, and that the day is so fit for 
pu: and look you, I have made you three or 
flies this morning ; this silver-twist hackle, 
s bear’s dun, this light brown, and this dark 
own, any of which I dare say will do; but 
may try them all, and see which does best : 
ly I must ask your pardon that I cannot 
it upon you this morning, a little business 
ting fallen out, that for two or three hours 
1 deprive me of your company; but I'll 
me and call you home to dinner, and my 
n shall attend you. 
ViarT. Oh, Sir, mind your affairs by all 
eans : do but lend me alittle of your skill to 
ese fine flies; and, unless it have forsaken 
since yesterday, I shall find Inck of my 
n, I hope, to do something. 
Pisc. The best instruction I can give you 
, that, seeing the wind curls the water, and 
ows the right way, you would now angle up 
still deep to-day; for betwixt the rocks 
ere the streams are, you would find it now 
0 brisk ; and besides, | would have you take 
in both waters. 
Viar. I'll obey your direction, and so a 
d morning to you. Come, young man, let 
ju and I walk together. But hark you, Sir, 
have not done with you yet; I expect an- 
ber lesson for angling at the bottom, in the 
ternoon. 
'Pisc. Well, Sir, ’ll be ready for you. 


310. THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 


‘CHAPTER X. 


PISCATOR. 


Ou, Sir, are you returned? you haye but 
just prevented me. I was coming to cal] ou 

Viar. I am glad, then, I have Saved you 
the labour. 

Pisc. And how have you sped? 

Viar. You shall see that, Sir, presenti.. 
look you, Sir, here are three brace of Trouts. 
one of them the biggest, but one, that ever I 
killed with a fly in my life; and yet I lost a 
bigger than that, with my fly to boot: and 
here are three Graylings, and one of them 
longer by some inches than that I took yester. 
day ; and yet I thought that a good one too, 

Pisc. Why you have maiea Pretty good 
morning’s work on’t: and now, Sir, what think 
you of our river Dove ? 

Viar. | think it to be the best Trout-rivey 
in England ; and am so far in love with it, that 
if it were mine, and that | could keep it to my- 
self, I would not exchange that water, for all 
the land it runs over, to be totally debarred 
from it. 

Pisc. That compliment to the river speaks 
you a true lover of the art of angling. Anq 
now, Sir, to make part of amend for sending 
you so uncivilly out alone this morning, | wil] 
myself dress you this dish of fish for your din. 
ner: walk but into the parlour, you will find 
one book or other in the window to entertain you 
the while, and you shall have it presently. 

Viar. Well, Sir, f obey you. 
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mee, Look you, Sir, have I not made 
aste : 

ViaT. Believe me, Sir, that you have; 
nd it looks so well, I long to be at it. 

- Pisce. Fall tothen. Now, Sir, what say 
ou? am I a tolerable cook or no? 

_ Viar. So good a one, that I did never eat 
0 good fish in my life. ‘This fish is infinitely 
etter than any I ever tasted of the kind in 
life: ’tis quite another thing, than our 


Pisc. You would say so, if that Trout you 

eat of were in right season: but pray eat of 
the Grayling, which, upon my word, at this 

time is by much the better fish. 

Viar. In earnest, and so it is: and I have 

pne request to make to you, which is, that as 
you have taught me to catch the Trout and 

rayling, you will now teach me how to dress 
them as these are dressed, which questionless 
s.of all other the best way. 

Pisc. That I will, Sir, with all my heart, 
and am glad you like them so well as to make 
that request; and they are dressed thus: _ 

_ Take your Trout, wash, and dry him with 
a clean napkin; then open him, and having 
aken out his guts, and ajl the blood, wipe him 
very clean within, but wash him not, and give 
him three scotches with a knife to the bone, 
‘on one side only. After which take a clean 
kettle, and put in as much hard stale beer,--- 
‘but it must not be dead---vinegar, and a little 
white wine and water, as will cover the fish 
“you intend to boil; then throw into the liquor 
‘a good quantity of salt, the rind of a lemon, a 
handful of sliced horse-radish root, with a 
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handsome little fagot of rosemary, thyme, and 
winter-savory. Then set your kettle upen 
quick fire of wood, and let your liquor boi] up 
to the height before you put in your fish ; and 
then, if there be many, put them in one by ong 
that they may not so cool the liquor’ as ;; 
make it fall; and whilst your fish is boiling 
beat up the butter for your sauce with a lad]¢. 
full or two of the liquor it is boiling in; anq 
being boiled enough, immediately pour the |j’ 
quor from the fish, and being laid in a dish 
pour your butter upon it, and, strewing it 
plentifully over with shaved horse-radish ang 
a little pounded ginger, garnish the sides of 
our dish and the fish itself with a sliced 
mon or two, and serve it up. 

A Grayling is also to be dressed exactly 
after the same manner, saving that he is to be 
scaled, which a Trout never is; and that must 
be done, either with one’s nails, or very lightly 
and carefully with a knife, for fear of bruisin 
the fish. And note, that, these kinds of fish, a 
Trout especially, if he is not eaten within four 
or five hours after he be taken, is worth no- 
thing. 
But come, Sir, I see you have dined; and 
therefore, if you please, we will walk down 
again to the little house, and there I will read 
you a lecture of angling at the bottom. 


THE COMPLETE ANGLER. 313 


CHAPTER XI. 


VIATOR. 


So, Sir, now we are here, and set, let me 
ve my instructions for angling for Trout and 
ayling at the bottom ; which, though not so 
y, so cleanly, nor, as ’tis said, so genteel a 
ay of fishing as with a fly, is yet, if I mis- 
e not, a good holding way, and takes fish 
en nothing else will. 
Pisc. You are in the right, it does so: and 
worm is so sure a bait at all times, that, ex- 
pting in a flood, I would I had laid a thou- 
d pounds that I killed fish more or less with 
, winter and summer, every day throughout 
e year; those days always excepted, that 
on amore serious account always ought so 
be. But not longer to delay you, I will 
gin, and tell you, that angling at the bottom 
also commonly of two sorts,--and yet there 
a third way of angling with a ground-bait, 
d to very great effect too, as shall be said 
reafter,---namely, by hand, or with a cork or 


at. 
That we call angling by hand is of three 


rts. 

The first with a line about half the length 
the rod, a good weighty plumb, and three 
irs next the hook, which we call a running 
e, and with one large brandling, or a dew- 
rm of a moderate size, or two small ones of 
e first, or any other sort proper for a Trout, 
which my father Walton has already given 
u the names, and saved me a labour; or in- 
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deed almost any worm whatever; for if a 
Trout be in the humour to bite, it must be stich 
a worm as I never yet saw, that he wij] re 
fuse: and if you fish with two, you are then ‘ 
bait your hook thus. You are first to Tun the 
point of your hook in at the very head of your 
first worm, and so down through his body ti}] 
it be past the knot, and then let it out, and 
Strip the worm above the arming, that you 
may not bruise it with your fingers, till }, 
have put on the other, by running the point of 
the hook in below the knot, and upwards 
throngh his body towards his head, till jt be 
but just pec with the head; which being 
done, you are then to slip the first worm down 
over the arming again, till the knots of both 
worms meet together. 

The second way of angling by hand, and 
with a running line, is with a line somethin 
longer than the former, and with tackle made 
after this same manner, At the utmost extre. 
mity of your line, where the hook is always 
placed in all other ways of angling, you are 
to have a large pistol or carbine bullet, into 
which the end of your line is to be fastened 
with a peg or pin, even and close with the by}. 
let ; and about half a foot above that, a branch 
of line, of two or three handfuls long, or more 
for a swift stream, with a hook at the end 
thereof, baited with some of the fore-named 
worms, and, another half a foot above that, 
another, armed and baited after the same man. 
ner (but with another sort of worm, without 
7 lead at all) above: by which means you 
will always certainly find the true bottom in 
all depths, which, with the plumbs upon your 


THE COMPLETE ANGLER. — 315 


ne above, you can never do, but that your 
ait must always drag whilst you are sound- 
g, which in this way of angling must be con- 
inually, by which means you are like to have 
ore trouble, and peradventure worse success. 
And both these ways of angling at the bottom 
we most proper for a dark and muddy water ; 
¥ reason that, in such a condition of the 
eam, aman may stand as near as he will, 
nd neither his own shadow, nor the round- 
ess of his tackle, will hinder his sport. 
The third way of angling by hand with a 
round-bait, and by much the best of all other, 
$, with a line full as long, or a yard anda 
alf longer than your rod, with no more than 
me hair next the hook, and for two or three 
lengths above it and no more than one small 
ellet of shot for your plumb; your hook little, 
our worms of the smallest brandlings very 
yell scoured, and only one upon your hook at 
time ; which is thus to be baited. The point 
f your hook is to be put in at the very tag of 
his tail, and run up his body quite over all the 
arming, and still stripped on an inch at least 
upon the hair, the head and remaining part 
anging downward: and with this line and 
ook thus baited you are evermore to angle in 
he streams, always in a clear rather than a 
roubled water, and always up the river, still 
basting out your worm before you with a light 
ne-handed rod, like an artificial fly; where it 
will be taken, sometimes at the top, or within 
very little of the superficies of the water, and 
almost always before that light plumb can 
ink it to the bottom, both by reason of the 
itream, and also that you must always keep 
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your worm in motion by drawing still back to 
wards you, as if you were angling witha tent 
and believe me, whoever will try it, shal] i i 
this the best way of all other to angle With a 
worm, in a bright water especially: but then 
his rod must be very light and pliant, and ve 
true and finely made; which with a Skilfyy 
hand will do wonders, and in a clear stream is 
undoubtedly the best way of angling foy 8 
Tront or Grayling with a worm, by many de. 
grees, that any man can make choice of, a), 
of most ease and delight to the Angler, T6 
which let me add, that if the Angler be of a 
constitution that will suffer him to wade, anq 
will slip into the tail of a shallow stream, to 
the calf of the leg or the knee, and so keep off 
the bank, he shall almost take what fish he 
pleases. 

The second way of angling at the bottom js 
with a cork or float; and that is also of two 
sorts, with a worm, or with a grub or cadis. 

With a worm, you are to have your line 
within a foot or a foot and a half as long as 
your rod, in a dark water with two, or if you 
will with three, but in a clear water never 
with above one hair next the hook, and two oy 
three for four or five lengths above it, and a 
worm of what size you please; your plumbs 
fitted to your cork, your cork to the condition 
of the river, that is, to the swiftnéss or slow. 
ness of it, and both when the water is very 
clear, as fine as you can: and then you are 
never to bait with above one of the lesser sort 
of brandlings ; or if they are very little ones 
indeed, you may then bait with two, after the 
manner before directed. 
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When you angle for a Trout, you are todo 
; } : bottom as you 
provided your bait do not drag ; or if it 
a Trout will sometimes take it in that pos- 
p: if for a Grayling, you are then to fish 
ther from the bottom, he being a fish that 
ally swims nearer to the middle of the wa- 
and lies always loose ; or however is more 
9 rise than a Trout, and more inclined to 
than to descend even to a ground-baj 
‘ith a grub or cadis, you are to angle with 
same length of line ; or if it be all out as 
as your rod, ’tis not the worse; with 
x above one hair for two or three len 
the hook, and with the smallest cork or 
, and the least weight of plumb you can 
will but sink, and that the swiftness of 
r stream will allow; which also you may 
, and avoid the violence of the current, b 
ing in the returns of a stream, or the ed- 
betwixt two streams; which also are the 
likely places wherein to kill a fish in a 
m, either at the top or bottom. 
Mf grubs for a Grayling, the ash-grub, 
his plump, milk-white, bent round from 
to tail, and exceeding tender, with a red 
d; or the dock-worm, or grub of a pale yel- 
longer, lanker, and tougher than the other, 
1 rows of feet all down his belly, and a red 
also, are the best: I say, for a Grayling ; 
use, although a Trout will take both these, 
ash-grub especially, yet he does not do it 
teely as the other, and I have usually taken 
Graylings for one Trout with that bait ; 
igh if a Trout come, I have observed that 
$ commonly a very good one. 
, 20 
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These baits we usually keep in bran, jy 
which an ash-grub commonly grows tougfe, 
and will better endure baiting ; though he is 
yet so tender, that it will be necessary to Warp 
in a piece of a stiff hair with your armiy 
leaving it standing out about a straw-breadth 
at the head of your hook, so as to keep the 
grub either from slipping totally off whe, 
baited, or at least down to the point of the 
hook ; by which means your arming will }, 
left wholly naked and bare, which is neithe, 
so sightly, nor so like to be taken though to 
help that, which will however very oft faj) 
out, | always arm the hook I design for thi, 
bait with the whitest horse-hair I can choose 
which itself will resemble, and shine like that 
bait, and cunsequently will do more guod, o> 
less harm than an arming of any other colony, 
These grubs are to be baited thus: the hook 
is to be put under the head or chaps of the 
bait, and guided down the middle of the belly. 
without suffering it to peep out by the Way, 
for then the ash-grub especially will issue oy; 
water and milk, till nothing but the skin shal] 
remain, and the bend of the hook will appear 
black through it,---till the point of your hook 
come so low, that the head of your bait ma 
rest, and stick upon the hair that stands out 
to hold it; by which means it can either slip 
of itself, neither will the force of the stream, 
nor quick pulling out, upon any mistake, strip 
it off. 

Now the cadis, or cod-bait, which is a 
sure killing bait, and for the most part by 
much surer than either of the other, may be 
put upon the hook two or three together, and 
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sometimes, to very great effect, joined to a 
wm, and sometimes to an artificial fly to 
wer the point of the hook ; but is. always to 
sangled with at the bottom, when by itself 

ecially, with the finest tackle: and is, for 
| times of the year, the most holding bait of 
il other whatever, both for Trout and Gray- 


There are several other baits besides these 
wi have named you, which also do very 
at execution at the bottom: and some that 
re eculiar to certain countries and rivers, of 
lich every Angler may in his own place 
ake his own observation; and some others 
at I do not think fit to put you in mind of, 
cause I would not corrupt you, and would 
ye you, as in all things else I observe you 
be, a very honest gentleman, a fair Angler. 
pd so much for the second sort of angling 
pa l'rout at the bottom. 

/Viar. But, Sir, I beseech you give me 
ive to ask you one question: is there no art 
be used to worms, to make them allure the 
nh, and in a manner compel them to bite at 
» bait ? 

Pisc. Not that I know of; or, did I know 
‘such secret, | would not use it myself, and 
refore would not teach it you. Though I 
Ii not deny to you, that in my younger days 
have made trial of oil of osprey, oil of ivy, 
aphor, assafetida, juice of nettles, and 
feral other devices that I was taught by se- 
al Anglers I met with, but could never 
any advantage by them; and can scarce 
eve there is any thing to be done that way ; 
ough I must tell you, I have seen some men 
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who I thought went to work no mote arti 
ficially than I, and have yet with a 
kind of worms I had, in my own sight, take 
five, and sometimes ten for one. _ 7 
let that business alone if you please; and he. 
cause we have time enough, and that I would 
deliver you from the trouble of any more 
lectures, I will, if you please, proceed to the 
last way of angling for a Trout or Grayling 
which is in the middie; after which I shajj 
have no more to trouble you with. 

Viar. It is no trouble, Sir, but the great. 
est satisfaction that can be; and I attend you, 


CHAPTER XII, 


PISCATOR, 


ANGLING in the middle then, for Trout oy 
Grayling, is of two sorts; with a Penk op 
Minnow for a Trout, or with a worm, grub 
or cadis, for a Grayling. ¥ 

For the first, it is with a Minnow, half a 
foot, or a foot, within the superficies of the 
water; and as to the rest that concerns this 
sort of angling, [ shall wholly refer you to 
Mr. Walton’s direction, who is undoubtedly 
the best Angler with a Minnow in England: 
only in plain truth I do not approve of those 
baits he keeps in salt, unless where the living 
ones are not possibly to be had;---though [| 
know he frequently tills with them, and per- 
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venture more than with any other; nay, I 
we seen him refuse a living one for one of 
em ;---and much less of his artificial one; for 
ough we do it with a counterfeit fiy, me- 
inks it should hardly be expected that a man 
ould deceive a fish with a cuunterfeit fish. 
fhich having said, I shall only add, and that 
it of my own experience, that I do believe a 
-head, with his gill-fins cut off, at some 
nes of the year especially, to be a much 
tter bait for a Trout, than a Minnow, and a 
oach much better than that: to prove which 
shall only tell you, that I have much oftener 
sen ‘Trouts with a Bull-head or a Loach in 
eir throats, for there a Trout has question- 
ss his first digestion, than a Minnow; and 
at one day especially, having angled a good 
art of the day with a Minnow, and that in as 
ppeful a day, and as fit a water, as could be 
ished for that purpose, without raising any 
je fish; I at last fell to it with the worm, 
nd with that took fourteen in a very short 
ace, amongst all which, there was not, to 
fy remembrance, so much as one, that had 
at a Loach or two, and some of them three, 
ir, five, and six Loaches, in his throat and 
mach; from whence I concluded, that had 
angled with that bait, I had made a notable 
ay’s work of it. 

' But after all, there is a better way of 
ngling with a Minnow, than perhaps is fit 
ther to teach or to practise: to which I shail 
y add, that a Grayling will certainly rise 

, and sometimes take a Minnow, though it 
fill be hard to be believed by any one, who 
hall cousider the littleness of that fish’s mouth, 
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very unfit to take so great a bait: but ‘tis 
ed by many, that he will sometimes do 
it, and I pareert know it to be true ; for though 
I never took a Grayling so, yet a man of mine 
once did, and within so few paces of me, that 
I am as certain of it as [ can be of any thing 
I did not see; and, which made it appear the 
more strange, the Grayling was not above 
eleven inches long. 4 
I must here also beg leave of your master, 
and mine, not to controvert, but to tell him, 
that I cannot consent to his way of throwin 
in his rod to an overgrown Trout, and after. 
wards recovering his fish with his tackle. Foy 
though I am satisfied he has sometimes done 
it, because he says so, yet I have found it 
quite otherwise ; and though I have taken with 
the Angle I may safely say, some thousands 
of Trouts in my life, my top never snapped, 
though my line still continued fast to the re- 
maining part of my rod, by some lengths of 
line curled round about my top, and there 
fastened with waxed silk, against such an ac. 
cident: nor my hand never slacked, or slipped 
by any other chance, but I almost always in- 
fallibly lost my fish, whether great or little, 
though my hook came home again. And | 
have often wondered how a Trout shonld so 
suddenly disengage himself from so great a 
hook, as that we bait with a Minnow, and so 
deep bearded as those hooks commonly are, 
when I have seen by the forenamed accidents, 
or the slipping of a knot in the upper part of 
the line, by sudden and hard striking, that 
though the line has immediately been reco- 
vered, almost before it could be all drawn into 
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the water, the fish cleared, aud was gone in a 
moment. And yet, to justify what he says, I 
have sometimes known a Trout, having carried 
away a whole line, found dead, three or four 
days after, with the hook fast sticking in him: 
put then it is to be supposed he had gorged it, 
which a Trout will do, if you be not too quick 
with him, when he comes at a Minnow, as 
sure and much sooner than a Pike; and I 
myself have also, once or twice in my life, 
taken the same fish with my own fly stick- 
ing in his chaps, that he had taken from 
me the day before, by the slipping of a 
hook in the arming: but I am very confident 
‘a Trout will not be troubled two hours with 
‘any hook, that has so much as one handful of 
line left behind with it, or that is not struck 
‘through a bone, if it be in ot part of his 
mouth only; nay, I do certain 2 know, that 
a Trout, so soon as ever he feels himself 
pricked, if he carries away the hook, goes im- 
mediately to the bottom, and will there root 
like a hog upon the gravel, till he either rub 
out, or break the hook in the middle. And so 
much for this first sort of angling in the mid- 
dle for a Trout. 
‘The second way of angling in the middle, 
is with a worm, grub, cadis, or any other 
ground-bait fora Grayling; and that is with a 
cork, and a foot from the bottom, a Grayling 
taking it much better there than at the bottom, 
as has been said before; and this always in a 
clear water, and with the finest tackle. 

To which we may also, and with very good 
reason, add the third way of angling by hand 
with a ground-bait, as a third way of fishing 
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in the middle ; which is common to both Tro 
and Grayling, and, as I said before, the ag 
way of angling with a worm, of all Other | 
ever tried whatever. 

And now, Sir, I have said all I can at Pre 
sent think of concerning angling for a Trout 
and Grayling ; and I doubt not, have tired 
you sufficiently : but I will give you no More 
trouble of this kind, whilst you stay ; which I 
hope, will be a good while ay ( 

Viar. That will not be above a day longer. 
but, if I live till May come twelvemonth, yo, 
are sure of me again, either with my Mastep 
Walton, or without him : andin the mean time 
shall acquaint him how much you have made 
of me for his sake; and I hope he loves mo 
well enough to thank you for it. 

Pisc. I shall be glad, Sir, of your goog 
_ company at the time you speak of; and shal] 
be loath to part with you now: but when you 
tell me you must go, I will then wait upon you 
more miles on your way than I have tempted 
you out of it, and heartily wish you a good 
journey. 
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NOTE A. 


There is under this motto the Cipher mentioned in 
‘Title-page, and some part of the Fishing-house 
been described; but the pleaser of the river, 
ntains, and meadows about it, cannot; unless 
Philip Sidney, or Mr. Cotton’s father, were again 
re to do it. 


NOTE B. 


It is a rock in the fashion of a spire-steeple, and 
ost as big. It stands in the midst of the river 
ve; and not far from Mr. Cotton’s house, below 
ich place this delicate river takes a swift career 
xt many mighty rocks, much higher and bigger 
a St. Paul’s church before it was burnt. And this 
ve being opposed by one of the highest of them, 
;, at last, forced itself a way through it ; and, after 
jle’s concealment, appears again with more glory 
| beauty than before that opposition; rer 
yh the most pleasant valleys and most fruitfn 
Wows that this nation can justly boast of. 


THE END, 


Thomas White, Printey, 
Crane Court. 
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Harry-long-legs, 305. 

Hawthorn gk 100, &c. 
Horse-flesh Fly, 292. 


INDEX, 


_ Lines, 96. 217. 271. 314, &e. 

Little dun Fly, 290. 294. 304, 
Little brown Fly, 29, &e, 

_ Loach, 205. 

_ Lob-Worm, 81, 82, &c. 

‘Maggots, 81. 196. 

_ Marsh Worm, 81. 

_ May-fly, 96. 99. 293, &e, 

Milk Maid’s Song, 69, 
Miller’s Thumb, 206, 

_ Minnow, or Penk, 204. 

_ Moorish Fly, 94. 

Oak Fly, 100. 

_ Oak Worm, 81. 99. 

Orange Fly, 304, 

- Owl Fly, 303. 

_ Palmer Fly, 86. 288. 204, &e, 

Palmer Worm, 86. 06. 

Pastes, 57. 146. 151. 194, 

Peacock Fly, 204---304, 

_ Pearch, 162. 

Pike, 126---139. 155. 

_ Red brown Fly, 287. 

_ Retirement, Verses on, 239. 

_ Rivers and Fish, observations on, 20 

Roach, 193. 


Rods, 95. 217. 269. 271. 314. 
Rud, 193. 


Ruddy Fly, 94. 

- Ruffe, 180. 

_ Ruff-Coat, 201. 
Sad yellow Fly, 94, 
Salmon, 81. 118. 


INDEX. 


Straw-Worm, 201. 

Sags, 63. 

Tackle, 95. 217. 271. S14. 
Tagtail, 81. 

Tawny Fly, 94. 

Tench, 157. 

Thorn-tree Fly, 290. 
Trent, 210. 254. 

Trout, 58. 72---115. S13. 
‘Trout, how to dress, 321. 
Trout-lice, 63. 

Turkey Fly, 293. 

Violet Fly, 291. 

Umber, see Grayling, 
Wasp Fly, 94. 304. 
Whirling dun Fly, 299. 292. 
White dun Fly, 290. 
White Gnat, 294, 

Wind, best for fishing, 98. 
Worms, 80, &e. 

Yellow or greenish Fly, 94. 
Yellow dun Fly, 292- 


FINIS. 
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